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(54) Transfer device and image forming apparatus including same

(67) A transfer device includes a rotatable image
bearing member to bear atonerimage on a surface there-
of, a nip forming member to contact the surface of the
image bearing member, and a bias output device to out-
put a bias current to alternately form a transfer-direction
electric field to transfer toner charged with a normal po-
larity in a toner image formed on the image bearing mem-
ber to move therefrom to a recording medium and a re-

FIG. 3A

turn-direction electric field to return the toner from the
recording medium to the image bearing member. A tran-
sition time T1 from a first time at which a current for form-
ing the transfer-direction electric field reaches its maxi-
mum (It) to a second time at which a current for forming
the return-direction electric field reaches its maximum
(Ir) is longer than a transition time T2 from the second
time to the first time.
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