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@ oriented fiber web in which fibers are oriented in a specific di-
rection. This oriented fiber web production method comprises:
(1) preparing a dehydration flow path that is configured from
a bottom surface being a surface of a papermaking screen and
two lateral walls parallel to each other and that has an upstream
end and a downstream end; and (ii) introducing a fiber-dispers-
ing liquid in the dehydration flow path from the upstream end
while causing the papermaking screen to run in a direction from
the upstream end to the downstream end. The bottom surface of
the dehydration flow path has an upslope in the direction from
the upstream end to the downstream end. In the dehydration
o 2 flow path, the fiber-dispersing liquid is dehydrated while flow-
ing in the direction from the upstream end to the downstream
end, whereby a fiber web is formed.
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(Invention 1) Claims 1-54 and parts referring to claims 1-33 in claim 63

Claims 1-54 and parts referring to claims 1-33 in claim 63 have the special technical feature of a “method for
manufacturing an oriented fiber web that is a fiber web in which fibers are oriented in specific directions, the
method comprising: (i) preparing a dehydration flow path which includes a bottom surface, which is a surface of
a paper-making screen, and two side walls parallel to each other and has an upstream end and a downstream end;
and (ii) introducing a fiber dispersion liquid, in which water acts as a dispersion medium, from the upstream end
to the inside of the dehydration flow path while causing the paper-making screen to travel in the direction from the
upstream end toward the downstream end, wherein the bottom surface of the dehydration flow path has an upward
gradient in the direction from the upstream end toward the downstream end, and the fiber web is formed as the fiber
dispersion liquid is dehydrated in the dehydration flow path while flowing in the direction from the upstream end
toward the downstream end,” and are thus classified as invention 1.

(Invention 2) Claims 55-62 and parts referring to claims 55-62 in claim 63

Claims 55-62 and parts referring to claims 55-62 in claim 63 share, with claim 1 classified as invention 1, the
common technical feature of a “method for manufacturing an oriented fiber web that is a fiber web in which fibers
are oriented in specific directions.” However, said technical feature does not make a contribution over the prior art
in light of the disclosure of document 1, and thus cannot be said to be a special technical feature. Also, there are no
other same or corresponding special technical features between these inventions.

In addition, claims 55-62 and parts referring to claims 55-62 in claim 63 are not dependent on claim 1.
Furthermore, claims 55-62 and parts referring to claims 55-62 in claim 63 are not substantially identical to or
similarly closely related to any of the claims classified as invention 1.

Thus, claims 55-62 and parts referring to claims 55-62 in claim 63 cannot be classified as invention 1.

Also, claims 55-62 and parts referring to claims 55-62 in claim 63 have the special technical feature of a “method
for manufacturing an oriented fiber web that is a fiber web in which fibers are oriented in specific directions, the
method comprising: forming the fiber web through a wet process; and drying the fiber web, wherein before dried,
the fiber web is elongated in a wet state,” and are thus classified as invention 2.

1. As all required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant, this international search report covers all searchable
claims.

2. D As all searchable claims could be searched without effort justifying additional fees, this Authority did not invite payment
of additional fees.

3. D As only some of the required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant, this international search report covers
only those claims for which fees were paid, specifically claims Nos.:

4. D No required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant. Consequently, this international search report is restricted
to the invention first mentioned in the claims; it is covered by claims Nos.:

Remark on Protest D The additional search fees were accompanied by the applicant’s protest and, where applicable, the
payment of a protest fee.

D The additional search fees were accompanied by the applicant’s protest but the applicable protest fee
was not paid within the time limit specified in the invitation.
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