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This invention relates to new and useful im 
provements in a frame for handbags. 
The invention has for an object the construc 

tion of a frame for handbags which is character 
ized by a pair of jaw members each consisting 
of a horizontal top and Vertical sides and hinged 
together on the lower ends of Said Sides and 
adapted for holding a pair of fraine members for 
attachment on the edges of the mouth opening 
of the handbag. 

Furthermore, the invention particularly pro 
poses the arrangement of projecting neibei'S 
from the fraines adapted to engage over cutS in 
said jaw memberS. 

Furthermore, it is proposed to arrange grooves 
on the outer faces of said jaw members extend 
ing across the horizontal tops and down the ver 
tical sides and one of said grooves having the 
undercut previously mentioned. - - - 

Furthermore, as another object of this inven 
tion it is proposed to construct the frames of 
substantially U-shape form in transverse CrOSS 
section and to extend one of the arms of the 
"U-shape to provide the lip mentioned. 

Another one of the objects of this invention is 
the provision of catches on the outer faces of the 
jaw members for holding the flange within the 
grooves. 
A still further object of this invention is the 

construction of an article of the class described 
which is of simple, durable construction, depend 
able in use and eficient in operation, and Which 
can be manufactured and Sold at a reasonable 
cost. 

For further comprehension of the invention, 
and of the objects and advantages thereof, refer 
ence Will be had to the following description and 
accompanying drawing, and to the appended 
claims in which the various novel features of the 
invention are more particularly set forth. 
In the accompanying drawing forming a mate 

rial part of this discloSure:- 
Fig. 1 is a perspective view of a handbag With 

a frame constructed according to this invention. 
Fig. 2 is a sectional view taken on the line 2-2 

of Fig. 1. 
Fig. 3 is a fragmentary perspective view of the 

frame section upon one of the sides of the opening 
of the handbag. 

Fig. 4 is a sectional View taken on the line 4-4 
of Fig. 3. 

Fig. 5 is a sectional view taken on the line 5-5 
of Fig. 3. 

Fig. 6 is a sectional view taken. On the line 6-6 
of Fig. 1. 
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Fig. 7 is a Side elevational view of the jaw mem 
bers. - 

Fig. 8 is a view similar to Fig. 2 but illustrating 
a modification. 

Fig. 9 is another view similar to Fig. 2 but illus 
trating a still further modification. 

Fig. i0 is a view similar to Fig. 6 but illustrating 
a still further modified form. 
The frame for the handbag comprises a pair of 

jaw members each having a horizontal top 12 and 
vertical sides 13. A hinge 14 connects the lower 
ends of the vertical sides so that the insides of 
the jaw members are in contact with each other 
and the jaw iembers may pivot also as is neces 
Sary in the opening of a handbag. The outer 
sides of the faces of the jaw members are formed 
With grooves 15 extending across the tops 12 and 
down the sides 13. One of the sides of the 
grooves on each of the jaw members is formed 
with an undercut 16. 

In conjunction with the jaw members 10 and 
ll a pair of frames 17 are provided for attachment 
On opposite edges of a mouth 18 of a handbag 19. 
Each of the frames 17 comprises a horizontal top 
portion 20 connected with vertical sides 21 and 
Said top and sides being adapted to engage with 
in the grooves 15. A lip 22 projects from one 
of the Sides of each of the frames and is adapted 
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to engage within the undercut 16 for partially . 
holding the frames within the jaw members. 
Catches 23 are mounted upon the sides 13 of the 
jaw inenbers and are adapted to hold other por 
tions of the frames. 17 for securely holding the 
frames on the jaw members. 
Each of the frames 17 are of U-shape in trans 

verse croSS Section and the edges of the bag 19 
are engaged between the arms of the U and 
clamped between the arms by pressing them to 
gether. This is very clearly shown in Figs. 2 and 

- 4. One of the arms of the U-shape is extended 
to form the lip 22 for engagement within the un 
dercut. In Fig. 2 the lip is shown engaging the 
undercut. The undercut and the lip are formed 
upon the horizontal portions of the jaw mem 
bers and frames, though they may be located on 
other sides. The catches 23 are shown of the 
Swivel type which are adapted to be moved into 
positions across the grooves 15 at locations re 
moved from the undercut 16 to aid in holding the 
frames in place Within the grooves. 

In Fig. 8 a variation of the invention has been 
disclosed in which an Undercut 16' is shown on 
the bottom side of the groove 15 instead of the 
top side as previously illustrated. In other re 
spects the form of the invention is identical. 
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In Fig. 9 another variation has been disclosed 

in which one of the arms of the U-shape is bent 
outwards and indicated by reference numeral 25. 
The material 19 of the handbag is attached upon 
this outturned edge by Stitches or by any other 
desirable method. 
In Fig. 10 another variation of the invention 

has been disclosed in Which the catch 22 is ar 
ranged in a manliner SO as not to project Out of 
the Surface of the jaw member. More particu 
larly, the jaw member has a recessed polition 26 
in Which the catch 22 is SWively mounted and 
the frane it has one of its arns formed with a 
cutout portion 27 to allow the catch 22 to aSSume 
a position below the outer face of the fiane. In 
other respects this form of the invention is sim 
ilar to the form previously explained. 
The handbag can be manufactured very 

cheaply, and assembled according to this inven 
tion. First of all, the frames 17 are Secured upon 
the edges of the opening 13 of the handbag. 
Then the frames are slipped into the grooves 15 
so that the lip 22 first engages in the under'CutS 
16 and then the remaining portion of the frairies 
engages within the remaining portion of the 
grooves 15. Thereafter, the catches 22 &re 
placed into operative positions. The catches 
22 are not exposed to view, since as ShoWI) in the 
drawing, they are located upon the sides of the 
frames 17 which are immediately adjacent the 
material 19 of the handbag. 
While We have shown and described the pre 

ferred embodiment of our invention, it is to be 
understood that We do not limit ourselves to tile 
precise construction herein disclosed and the 
right, is reserved to all changes and modifica 
tions coming within the scope of the invention 
as defined in the appended claims. 
Having thus described our invention, What We 

claim as new, and desire to secure by United 
States Letters Patent is:- 

1. A frame for handbags, comprising a pair of 
jaw members each having a horizontal top and 
vertical sides, a hinge upon the lower ends of 
said vertical sides holding the jaw members in 
position so that they may close with adjacent in 
side faces touching each other, the outside faces 
of said jaw members being formed with grooves 
extending across the top and down the sides and 
one of said groves being formed With an under 
cut, frames for attachment upon the edges of the 
mouth opening of a handbag and each Comprising 
a horizontal top and vertical sides adapted to 
engage said grooves, a lip projecting from Said 
frames adapted to engage said undercut, and 
catches on the outer faces of said jaw member to 
supplement the holding action of the lipS and 
undercuts for holding the frames in place. 

2. A frame for handbags, comprising a pair of 
jaw inenbers each having a horizontal top and 
vertical sides, a hinge upon the lower ends of Said 
vertical sides holding the jaw members in posi 
tion so that they may close with adjacent inside 
faces touching each other, the OutSide faces of 
said jaw members being formed with grooves ex 
tending across the top and down the sides and One 
of said grooves being formed with an undercut, 
frames for attachment upon the edges of the 
mouth opening of the handbag and each compris 
ing a horizontal top and vertical sides adapted to 
engage said grooves, a lip projecting from Said 
frames adapted to engage Said undercut, and 
catches on the outer faces of Said jaw member to 
supplement the holding action of the lipS and 
undercuts for holding the frames in place, the 
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undercuts and lips being formed on the horizontal 
portions of the frames and grooves. 

3. A frame for handbags, comprising a pair of 
jaW members each having a horizontal top and 
Wertical sides, a hinge upon the lower ends of 
said vertical sides holding the jaw members in 
position. So that they may close with adjacent, in 
Side faces touching each other, the outside faces 
of Said jaw members being formed with grooves 
extending across the top and down the sides and 
One of Said grooves being formed with an under 
cult, frames for attachment upon the edges of the 
Iinouth opening of a handbag and each complis 
ing a horizontal top and vertical sides adapted 
to engage Said grooves, a lip projecting from said 
frames adapted to engage said undercut, and 
catches on the outer faces of said jaw inenber 
to Supplement the holding action of the lips and 
undercuts for holding the frames in place, each of 
Said frames being formed of a J-shaped section 
to allow clamping the edges of the handbag there 
between. 

4. A fraine for handbags, comprising a pair of 
jaw members each having a horizontal top and 
Vertical sides, a hinge upon the lowei ends of Said 
Vertical sides holding the jaw members in position 
So that they may ciose With adjacent inside faces 
touching each other, the outside faces of said jaw 
ineinbei's being formined with grooves extending 
across the top and down the sides and one of said 
grooves being formed with an undercut, frames 
for attachment, upon the edges of the mouth open 
ing of a handbag and each comprising a hori 
ZOntal top and vertical sides adapted to engage 
Said grooves, a lip projecting from said frames 
adapted to engage said undercut, and catches on 
the outer faces of Said jaW nember to Supple 
ment the holding action of the lips and undercuts 
for holding the frames in place, each of said 
frames being formed of a U-shaped section to 
allow clamping the edges of the handbag there 
between, said lips comprising extensions upon one 
of the arrins of Said U-shapes. 

5. Airaine for handbags, Connprising a pair of 
jaw members each having a horizontal top and 
vertical sides, a hinge upon the lower ends of Said 
vertical sides holding the jaw members in posi 
tion. So that they may close with adjacent inside 
faces touching each other, the Outside faces of 
said jaw members being formed with grooves 
extending across the top and down the sides and 
one of said grooves being formed With an under 
cut, frames for attachment upon the edges of the 
mouth opening of a handbag and each comprising 
a horizontal top and vertical sides adapted to 
engage said grooves, a lip projecting from Said 
frames adapted to engage Said undercut, and 
catches on the outer faces of said jaw member 
to supplement the holding action of the lipS and 
undercuts for holding the frames in place, Said 
frames being of U-shape in transverse croSS Sec 
tion whereby the edges of the handbag Will be 
clamped therebetween. 

6. A frame for handbags, coin prising a pair of 
jaw members each having a horizontal top and 
vertical sides, a hinge upon the lower ends of Said 
vertical sides holding the jaw members in posi 
tion so that they may close with adjacent inside 
faces touching each other, the outside faces of 
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said jaw members being formed With grooves : 
extending across the top and down the sides and 
One of said grooves being formed With an under 
cut, frames for attachment upon the edges of the 
mouth opening of a handbag and each compris 
ing a horizontal top and vertical sides adapted to J. 
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engage said grooves, a lip projecting from said 
frames adapted to engage Said undercut, and 
Catches on the outer faces of said jaw member to 
Supplement the holding action of the lips and 
undercuts for holding the frames in place, said 
frames being Substantially of U-shape in trans 
verse cross section, and the edges of the handbag 
being attached by Oine of the arms of said U-shape. 

7. A frai?e for handbags, comprising a pair of 
jaW membel's each having a horizontal top and 
Vertical Sides, a hinge upon the lower ends of 
Said Vertical sides holding the jaw members in 
position. So that they may close with adjacent 
inside faces touching each other, the outside 
faces of said jaw members being formed with 
grooves extending across the top and down the 
sides and one of said grooves being formed with 
an undercut, frames for attachment upon the 
edges of the mouth opening of a handbag and 
each COinprising a horizontal top and vertical sides 
adapted to engage Said grooves, a lip projecting 
from Said frames adapted to engage said under 
cut, and catches on the Outer faces of Said jaw 
Imember to Supplement the holding action of the 
lips and undercuts for holding the frames in 
place, comprising SWivel members adapted to 
move into positions extending acroSS Said grooves. 

8. A frame for handbags, comprising a pair of 
jaw members each having a horizontal top and 
vertical Sides, a hinge upon the lower ends of Said 
vertical sides holding the jaW members in posi 
tion. So that they may close With adjacent inside 
faces touching each other, the outside faces of 
said jaw members being formed With grooves 
extending across the top and down the sides and 

one of said grooves being formed with an under 
cut, frames for attachment upon the edges of the 
mouth Opening of a handbag and each compris 
ing a horizontal top and vertical sides adapted to 
engage said grooves, a lip projecting from said 
frames adapted to engage said undercut, and 
catches on the Outer faces of said jaw members 
to Supplement the holding action of the lips and 
undercuts for holding the frames in place, com 
prising SWivel members adapted to move into posi 
tions extending across said grooves, said Swivel 
members being disposed in recesses formed in said 
jaw members So as to be located below the Surface 
Of the jaW members and Said frames being formed 
With cutouts into which the catches may engage 
for a like purpose. 

9. A frame for handbags, comprising a pair of 
jaW members each having a horizontal top and 
vertical sides, Said jaW members being hingedly 
Connected at the lower ends of Said vertical sides 
So that they may close with adjacent inside faces 
touching each other, the outside faces of said 
jaw members being formed with channels extend 
ing a CrOSS the top and down the sides and one 
of Said channels being formed with an undercut, 
a U-shaped inlay to which bag covering material 
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is attached, said inlay having one wall of greater 
height than the other, said wall of greater height 
engaging the undel'Cut portion of the jaw mem 
ber to hold Said inlay in Said channels, and means 
On Said jaW member adjacent said channels to 
engage Said inlay and Supplement the holding ac 
tion of the undercut portion. 

JOHN ZEICHNER. 
JOSEPH GURA. iO 

15 

20 

125 

130 

35 

140 

145 

150 


