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This invention relates to new and useful im-
provements in a frame for handbags.

The invention has for an object the construc-~
tion of a frame for handbags which is character-

3 jzed by a pair of jaw members each consisting
of a horizontal top and vertical sides and hinged
together on the lower ends of said sides and
adapted for holding a pair of frame members for
attachment on the edges of the mouth opening

10 of the handbag.

Furthermore, the invention particularly pro-
poses the arrangement of projecting members
from the frames adapted to engage over cuts in
said jaw members.

15  Furthermore, it is proposed to arrange grooves
on the outer faces of said jaw members extend-
ing across the horizontal tops and down the ver-
tical sides and one of said grooves havin<r the
undercut previously mentioned. -

20 Furthermore, as another cbject of thls inven-
tion it is proposed to construct the frames of
substantially U-shape form in transverse cross
section and to extend one of the arms of the
‘U-shape to provide the lip mentioned.

25  Another one of the objects of this invention is.

“ the provision of catches on the outer faces of the

* jaw members for holding the flange within the

grooves.

A still further object of this invention is the

30 construction of an article of the class described

_ which is of simple, durable construction, depend-
_able in use and efficient in operation, and which
can be manufactured and sold at a reasonable
cost.

35 Tor further comprehension of the invention,
and of the objects and advantages thereof, refer-
ence will be had to the following description and
accompanying drawing, and to the appended
claims in which the various novel features of the

40 invention are more particularly set forth.

In the accompanying drawing forming a mate-
rial part of this disclosure:—

wig. 1 is a perspective view of a handbag with
a frame constructed according to this invention.,

45  Pig. 2 is a sectional view taken on the line 22

of Fig. 1

Fig. 3 is a fragmentary perspective view of the
frame section upon one of the sides of the opening
of the handbag.

50  Fig. 4 is a sectional view taken on the line 4—4
of Fig. 3.

Fig. b is a sectional view taken on the line 5—5
of Fig. 3.

.. Fig. 6 is a sectional view taken on the line 6—86

55 of Fig. 1.
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Fig. 7 is a side elevational view of the jaw mem-
bers. ’

Fig, 8 is a view similar to Fig. 2 but 111ustra,t1ng
a medification.

Fig. 9 is-ancther view similar to Fig. 2 but illus-
trating a still further modification.

g, 10'is a view similar to Fig. 6 but 111ustrat1ng
a still further modified form.

The frame for the handbag comprises a pair of
jaw members each having a horizontal top 12 and
vertical sides 13. A hinge 14 connects the lower
ends of the vertical sides so that the insides of
the jaw members are in contact with each other
snd the jaw members may pivot also as is neces-
sary in the opening of a handbag. The outer
sides of the faces of the jaw members are formed
with grooves 15 extending across the tops 12 and
down the ‘sides 13. -One of the sides of the
grooves on each of the jaw members is formed
with an undercut 16. :

In conjunction with the jaw members 10 and
11 g pair of frames 17 are provided for attachment
on -opposite edges of a mouth 18 of a handbag 19.
#ach of the frames 17 comprises & horizontal top
portion 20 connected with vertical sides 21 and
said top and sides being adapted to engage with-
in the grooves 15. A lip 22 projects from one
of the sides of each of the frames and is adapted
to -engage within the undercut 16 for partially
holding the frames$ within the jaw membpers.
Catches 23 are mounted upon the sides 13 of the
jaw members and are adapted to hold other por-
tions of the frames 17 for-securely holding the

- frames on the jaw members.
BEach of the frames 17 are of U-shape in trans-
- yerge cross section and the edges of the bag 19
are engaged between the arms of the U and
clamped between. the arms by pressing them to-
gether. This is very clearly shown in Figs. 2 and
- 4, One of the arms of the U-shape is extended
te form the lip 22 for engagement within the un-
dercut. In Fig. 2 the lip is shown engaging the
undercut. The undercut and the lip are formed
upon the horizontal portions of the jaw mem-
bers and frames, though they may be located on
other sides. The catches 23 are shown of the
swivel type which are adapted to be moved into
positions across the grooves 15 at locations re-
moved from the undercut 16 to aid in holding the
frames in place within the grooves.

In Fig. 8 a variation of the invention has been
disclosed in which an undercut 16” is shown on
the bottom side of the groove 15 instead of the
top side as previously illustrated. In other re-
spects the form of the invention is identical.
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In Fig. 9 another variation has been disclosed
in which one of the arms of the U-shape is bent
outwards and indicated by reference numeral 25.
The material 19 of the handpag is attached upon
this outturned edge by stitches or by any other
desirable method.

In Fig. 10 another variation of the invention
has been disclosed in which the catch 22 is ar-
ranged in a manner $o as not to project out of
the surface of the jaw member. More particu-
larly, the jaw member has a recessed portion 26
in which the catch 22 is swivelly mounted and
the frame 17 has one of its arms formed with a
cutout portion 27 to allow the catch 22 to assume
a position below the outer face of the frame. In
other respects this form of the invention is sim-
ilar to the form previousiy explained.

The handbag can  be manufactured very
cheaply and assembled according to this inven-
tion. First of all, the frames 17 are secured upon
the edges of the opening 18 of the handbag.
Then the frames are slipped into the grooves 15
50 that the lip 22 first engages in the undercuts
16 and then the remaining portion of the frames
engages within the remaining portion of the
grooves 15. Thereafter, the catches 22 are
placed intc operative - positions. The catches
22 are not exposed te view, since as shown in the
drawing, they are located upon the sides of ths
frames 17 which are immediately adjacent the
material 19 of the handbag.

While we have shown and described the pre-
ferred embodiment of our invention, it is to be
understood that we do not limit ourselves to the
precise construction herein disclosed and the
right is reserved to all changes and medifica-
tions coming within the scope of the invention
as defined in the appended claims.

Having thus described our invention, what we
claim as new, and desire to secure by United
States Letters Patent is:—

1. A frame for handbags, comprising a pair of
jaw members each having a horizontal top and
vertical sides, a hinge upon the lower ends of
said vertical sides holding the jaw members in

position so that they may close with adjacent in-

side faces touching each other, the outside faces
of said jaw members being formed with .grooves
extending across the top and down the sides and
one of said groves being formed with an under-
cut, frames for attachment upon the edges of the
motith opening of a handbag and each comprising
a horizontal top and vertical sides adapted to
engage said grooves, a lip projecting from said
frames adapted to engage said undercut, and
catches on the outer faces of said jaw member to
supplement the holding action of the lips snd
undercuts for holding the frames in place.

2. A frame for handbags, comprising a pair of
Jjaw members each having a horizontal top and
vertical sides, a hinge upon the lower ends of said
vertical sides holding the jaw members in posi-
tion so that they may close with adjacent inside
faces touching each other, the outside faces cf
said jaw members being formed with grooves ex-
tending across the top and down the sides and one
of said grooves being formed with an undercut,
frames for attachment upon the edges of the
mouth opening of the handbag and each compris-
ing a horizontal top and vertical sides adapted to
engage said grooves, a lip projecting from said
frames adapted to engage said undercut, and
catchies on the outer faces of said jaw member to
supplement the holding action of the lips and
undercuts for holding the frames in place, the
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undercuts and lips being formed on the horizontal
portions of the frames and grooves.

3. A frame for handbags, comprising a pair of
jaw members each having a horizonial top and
vertical sides, a hinge upon the lower ends of
said vertical sides holding the jaw members in
position so that they may close with adjacent in-
side faces touching each other, the outside faces
of said jaw members being formed with grooves
extending across the top and down the sides and
one of said grooves being formed with an under-
cut, frames for attachment upon the edges of the
meuth opening of a handbag and each compris-
ing & horizontal top and vertical sides adapted
to engage said grooves, a lip projecting from said
frames adapted to engage said undercut, and
catches on the outer faces of said jaw member
to supplement the holding action of the lips and
undercuts for holding the frames in place, each of
said frames being formed of a U-shaped section
to allow clamping the edges of the handbag there-
between.

4. A frame for handbags, comprising a pair of
jaw members each having a horizontal top and
vertical sides, a hinge upon the lower ends of said
vertical sides holding the jaw members in positicn
so that they may close with adjacent inside faces
touching each other, the outside faces of said jaw
members being formed with grooves extending
across the top and down the sides and one of said
grooves peing formed with an undesrcut, frames
for attachment upon the edges of the mouth open~
ing of a handbag and each comprising a hori-
zontal top and vertical sides adapted to engage
sald grooves, a lip projecting from said frames
adapted to engage said undercut, and catches on
the outer faces of said jaw member to supple-
ment the holding action of the lips and undercuts
for helding the frames in place, each of said
fraimes being formed of a U-shaped section-to
allow clamping the edges of the handbag there-
between, said lips comprising extensions upon one
of the arms of said U-shapes.

5. A-irame for handbags, comprising a pair of

Jaw members each having a horizontal top and

vertical sides, a hinge upon the lower ends of said
vertical sides holding the jaw members in posi-
tion so that they may close with adjacent inside
faces touching each other, the outside faces of
sald jaw members being formed with grooves
extending across the top and down the sides and
one of said grooves being formed with an under-
cut, frames for attachment upon the edges of the
mouth cpening of a handbag and each comprising
a horizontal top and vertical sides adapted. to
engage said grooves, a lip projecting from said
frames adapted to engage said undercut, and
catches on the outer faces of said jaw member
to supplement the holding action of the lips and

undercuts for holding the frames in place, said -

frames being of U-shape in transverse cross sec-
tion whereby the edges of the handbag will be
clamped therchetween.

6. A frame for handbags, comprising a pair of
jaw members each having a horizontal top and
vertical sides, a hinge upon the lower ends of said
vertical sides holding the jaw members in posi-
tion so that they may close with adjacent inside
faces touching each other, the outside faces of

said jaw members being formed with grooves Gels

extending across the top and down the sides and
one of said grooves being formed with an under-
cut, frames for attachment upon the edges of the
mouth opening of a handbag and each compris-
ing a horizontal top and vertical sides adapted to
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engage said grooves, a lip projecting from said
frames adapted to engage said undercut, and
catches on the outer faces of said jaw member to
supplement the holding action of the lips and
undercuts for holding the frames in place, said
frames being substantially of U-shape in trans-
verse cross section, and the edges of the handbag
being attached by one of the arms of said U-shape.

7. A frame for handbags, comprising a pair of
jaw members each having a horizontal top and
vertical sides, a hinge upon the lower ends of
said vertical sides holding the jaw members in
position so that they may close with adjacent
inside faces touching each other, the outside
faces of said jaw members being formed with
grooves extending across the top and down the
sides and cne of said grooves being formed with
an undereut, frames for attachment upon the
edges of the mouth opening of a handbag and
each comprising a horizontal top and vertical sides
adapted to engage said grooves, a lip projecting
from said frames adapted to engage said under-
cut, and catches on the outer faces of said jaw
member to supplement the holding action of the
lips and undercuts for holding the frames in
place, comprising swivel members adapted to
move into positions extending across said grooves.

8. A frame for handbags, comprising a pair of
jaw members each having a horizontal top and
vertical sides, a hinge upon the lower ends of said
vertical sides holding the jaw members in posi-
tion so that they may close with adjacent inside
faces touching each other, the outside faces of
said jaw members being formed with grooves
extending across the top and down the sides and

one of said grooves being formed with an under-
cut, frames for attachment upon the edges of the
mouth opening of a handbag and each compris-
ing a horizontal top and vertical sides adapted to
engage said grooves, a lip projecting from said
frames adapted to engage said undercut, and
catches on the outer faces of said jaw members
to supplement the holding action of the lips and
undercuts for holding the frames in place, com-~
prising swivel members adapted to move into posi-
tions extending across said grooves, said swivel
members being disposed in recesses formed in said
jaw members so as to be located below the surface
of the jaw members and said frames being formed
with cutouts into which the catches may engage
for a like purpose. ‘

9. A frame for handbags, comprising a pair of
jaw members each having a horizontal top and
vertical sides, said jaw members being hingedly
connected at the lower ends of said vertical sides
so that they may close with adjacent inside faces
touching each other, the outside faces of said
jaw members being forimed with channels extend-
ing across the top and down the sides and one
of said channels being formed with an undercut,
a U-shaped inlay to which bag covering material
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is attached, said inlay having one wall of greater .

height than the other, said wall of greater height
engaging the undercut portion of the jaw mem-
ber to hold said inlay in said channels, and means
on said jaw member adjacent said channels to
engage said inlay and supplement the holding ac-
tion of the undercut portion.

JOHN ZEICHNER.

JOSEPH GURA.
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