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1 Claim. (C1, 20-92.7) 
The present invention relates to collapsible 

Wardrobes and closets employing corrugated 
paper board walls, or walls of the type permit 
ting ready penetration by fastening members in 
termediate end wall or door elements. Such 
wardrobes and closets are shipped in collapsed 
and fiat form for assembly by the householder. 

In One form of the Said collapsible Wardrobes 
and closets a front door carrying frame, gener 
ally of Wood, is employed. This frame is usually 
applied by the householder after the wall and 
top and bottom aSSembly has been erected, and 
the elements secured together by prong fasten 
erS or other means. A problem which arises lies 
in the provision of simple and effective means 
for Securing the Wooden frame to the side and 
end walls. The method generally employed is 
to perforate the frame at Spaced points for the 
paSSage therethrough and into the paper board 
walls of metallic fastening members, such as 
prong fasteners, although other elements have 
been employed. For example, a back area of the 
top horizontal frame member has been chan 
nelled for reception and abutment of the front 
area of the upper end closure of the closet, re 
quiring the householder to drive nails through 
said front area of the top end closure and into 
the Wood of the upper horizontal frame member. 
Thus the connection of the front frame member 
has required operations by the householder 
which are Somewhat difficult for unskilled per 
Sons, particularly women, and the arrangement 
has not been very Satisfactory from that stand 
point. 

It is the specific object of the present inven- ; 
tion to enable the locking of the frame member to 
the side and end walls of the closet merely by 
inserting the exposed marginal ends of the walls 
into channels formed in the frame members, 
whereupon metallic holding elements will either 
automatically grip the walls, these elements being 
carried by the frame, or whereby penetration 
ends of the metallic gripping members may con 
veniently be reached from the front of the frame, 
the doors being opened, and then pressed into 
the penetrable Walls for secure holding of the 
frame and wall assembly. In this connection, by 
“walls' I include the end closures of the closet. 
The invention will be described with reference 

to the accompanying drawings, in which: 
Figure 1 is a perspective view showing assemi 

bled side and top and bottom closures, consti 
tuting the body member of a collapsible closet; 

Figure 2 is a perspective view of a suitable 
frame member, carrying doors; 
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Figure 3 is a schematic isometric view show 

ing a section of the assembled closet Walls, and 
a frame section ready to receive the walls, the 
frame section carrying metallic wall gripping 
members, which members are enlarged for clarity 
of illustration; 

Figure 4 is a view similar to Figure 3 with the 
elements assembled; 

Figure 5 is a fragmentary Section taken hori 
Zontally on the line 5-5, Figure 4; 

Figure 6 is an isometric view of a gripping 
member embodiment. 

Referring to the drawings, I have shown in 
Figure 1 a body assembly consisting of Sidewalls 
l, top end closure 3-and the bottom end closure 
4. In the embodiment shown, flanges 5 are 
formed on the end members and these fanges fit 
Within the walls i, 2. Also, the ends of the wall 
members , 2, carry reinforcing bars 6 and di 
rectly receive fastening elements which are car 
ried through the fianges 5, which fastening ele 
ments are not shown. This is but one way of Se 
curing the end walls to the vertical members of 
the composite body, and preferably I employ the 
arrangement Subject of my application filed 
January 8, 1946, Serial No. 639,802, now aban 
doned. 
In Figure 2 I have shown a suitable door-hold 

ing frame. It consists of a rectangular member 
usually formed of wood bars. In the embodi 

ment shown it carries two doors separated by a 
parting bar to which is a part of the frame. 
Each door has a rectangular frame - Surround 
ing a panel 2. 
As shown more particularly in Figures 3 and 

4, the door frame 7 is, at its inner face, provided 
With a continuous channel, indicated at 8 for re 
ception of the marginal edges of the body walls 
and the end walls 3 and 4. 
Received within the channel 8 are a plurality 

of gripping members, preferably of spring metal. 
In the present embodiment each gripping mem 
ber is formed of a metallic strip having a straight 
Section 9 Which abuts the outer side of the frame 
, the Strip then being angularly bent at 9ac to 

lie against the inner face of frame 7, the strip 
then being formed with a U-bend 9acac to enter 
the channel 8, the outer end of section 9aac being 
formed with a penetration prong. Also in the 
present embodiment, for convenient manipula 
tion of the gripping member, the exposed end 
thereof is formed with a bent finger piece. 
Ordinarily it will be sufficient to employ not 

more than four of the gripping members, say 
two at each vertical member of the door frame 
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7, and in fact one for each member may be suf 
cient. The preferred method of assembly is to 
place the gripping member in register with its 
appropriate wall edge and then press it into posi 
tion, followed by a movement to cause the prong 
to penetrate the wall, as shown in Figure 5. 
Thereupon, the frame may be pressed into the 
position of that figure, the finger piece end of 
the gripping member being flexed outwardly dur 
ing Such movement. This is a simple Operation. 

In all of the figures of the drawings the Spring 
gripping members have been enlarged for clarity 
of illustration. They are applied to the frame 

by bringing the U-shaped portion 9acac into 
register with the channel 8 of the frame and by 
then pressing the device inwardly so that section 
9 will be sprung out until its finger piece section 
f is sprung over to the position shown in Figure 5. 
While in the drawings I have shown the pene 

tration portion of the Spring gripping member 
as lying at substantially right angles to the legs 
of the U-shaped portion 9acac, said penetration end 
may lie at an angle directed inwardly of the 
device for greater ease in the insertion of the 
body member edges into the channel 8. Also, it 
is not essential, that the gripping members each 
be formed with a finger piece f. In fact, the 
entire section 9 may be eliminated, and then 
the Section 9ac may be directly Secured as by a 
stud or screw to the inner face of the frame 7, 
as will be readily appreciated by those skilled 
in the art. 

Having described my invention, what I claim 
and desire to secure by Letters Patent, is as 
follows: 

I claim: 
An assembled panel structure comprising a first 

panel composed of impressionable material and 
having a longitudinal edge, a second panel ex 
tending in a plane parallel to said edge and trans 
verse to the plane of said first panel, said second 
panel having a longitudinal groove therein and 
Said edge projecting into said groove, and a 
fastening member for securing said panels in 
assembled relation, Said fastening member com 
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4. 
prising a prong-like penetrating section em 
bedded within one surface of said first panel at 
a point spaced inwardly from Said edge, a Straight 
section integral with said penetrating section 
and extending outwardly therefrom along Said 
one surface and toward said edge, a U-shaped 
Section integral with said straight Section and 
extending outwardly therefrom into Said groove 
and around said edge and then in Wardly along 
the other surface of said first panel in a direc 
tion away from said edge, a lateral Section in 
tegral With the inwardly-extending portion of 
Said U-shaped section and extending laterally 
therefrom in a direction approximately trans 
verse...to said first panel and in contact with the 
respective adjacent surface of said second panel, 
the latter having an edge, a forwardly-extending 
section integral with said lateral section and 
abutting said last-recited edge, a finger section. 
integral with said forwardly-extending Section 
and extending laterally therefrom in contact with 
the other surface of said second panel, the end 
of Said finger section having a forwardly-bent 
portion adapted to be contacted by a finger, and 
said fastening member being composed of re 
silient material So as to be yieldable. 
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