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generation of a transfer error or the like by suction-holding a semiconductor

wafer even in the cases where the semiconductor wafer has been warped. A
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probe apparatus (100) is provided with a measuring section (110), and a
loader section (150), i.e.,
provided with a wafer cassette (151) placed on a load port (152), a water
transfer mechanism (160) having a watfer transfer arm (161), and a gas ejec-
tion mechanism (154) having a gas ejection nozzle (155). At the time when
the wafer transfer arm (161) suction-holds a warped semiconductor wafer
(W) in the wafer cassette (151), the gas ejection nozzle (155) ejects a gas
from substantially a center portion on the upper side of the semiconductor
wafer (W) toward the lower side of the semiconductor water, thereby redu-
cing warpage of the semiconductor wafer (W).
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