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57 ABSTRACT 
A double-edged cutting tool which has a spring biased 
handle and blades forming at least one pair of opposed 
cutting edges which can be used to perform a cutting 
operation on an object in a forward or reverse direc 
tion without changing the orientation of the handles 
with respect to the object. 

2 Claims, 9 Drawing Figures 
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3,844,032 
NAIL NIPPERS 

This is a continuation of application Ser. No. 265,871 
filed June 23, 1972, now abandoned. 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 
1. Field of Art , , . 

The present invention relates to a cutting tool for cut 
ting or trimming an object, particularly fingernails or 
toenails. - 

2. Description of Prior Art 
The conventional nail nippers or cutting tools have 

single opposed cutting edges attached to pivoted han 
dles. For a person using the nippers or tool in his right 
hand, for example, there is no difficulty in cutting the 
left side of a nail. However, it is extremely difficult with 
such tool to cut or trim the right side of the same nail 
without changing the orientation of the tool with re 
spect to the nail or shifting the tool to be held in the left 
hand. A right handed person would normally have diffi 
culty in exerting the same amount of operating force on 
the handles with his left hand. 

It is an object of the present invention to provide a 
cutting tool which can cut both the left and right sides 
of a fingernail or toenail without any necessity for the 
user to change hands operating the tool. 

It is another object of the present invention to pro 
vide a cutting tool which has pointed ends on the pairs, 
of cutting edges which can be used for cutting the cor 
ners of a fingernail or toenail. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

The cutting tool of the present invention comprises 
a pair of handles, each of which has a blade portion 
providing at least one pair of cutting edges, and which 
is pivoted about a fulcrum to form opposed cutting 
edges oriented to perform a cutting operation on either 
the right or left side of an object such as a fingernail or 
toenail without reversing the orientation of the tool 
with respect to the object. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

FIG. 1 is a plan view of a cutting tool in accordance 
with one embodiment of the invention; 
FIG. 2 is a side view of the cutting tool of FIG.1; 
FIGS. 3 and 4 are plan views of the two elements of 

the cutting tool of FIG. 1; 
FIG. 5 is a plan view of one of the cutting elements 

with a different type handle; 
FIG. 6 is a plan view of a cutting tool in accordance 

with another embodiment of the invention; 
FIG. 7 is a side view of the cutting tool of FIG. 6; 
FIGS. 8 and 9 are plan views of the two elements of 

the cutting tool of FIG. 6. 
DESCRIPTION OF THE FIRST EMBODIMENT 
With reference to FIG. 1 of the drawings, there is 

shown a cutting tool (1) which has a pair of curved 
handle portions (2,3) adapted to be gripped in the hand 
of a person for movement abut a pivot (4) toward and 
away from each other. The handle portions (2,3) have 
a free end (5,6) and at the other end are provided with 
a blade portion (7,8). The handle portion (2,3) may be 
shaped with a double curvature, that is, one part (9) 
having a small radius nearer the pivot or fulcrum and 
another part (10) thereof which is adapted to be 
gripped in a person's hand with a larger radius of curva 
ture. It will be understood that the handle portions 
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could be formed as well with a single curvature as 
shown in FIG. 5. The interior surface of the handle por 
tion of smaller curvature facing the opposed handle 
portion may be provided with a projection or peg (12) 
thereon upon which is preferably mounted a coil 
spring, helical leaf-type spring (13) or any like spring 
member, which acts to bias the handles into an open 
position. Of course, without any spring the movement 
of the handle portions could be performed manually. 
The opening movement of the handles could be limited 
to a distance apart easily gripped in a person's hand by 
opposed shoulders on the blade portions (not shown). 

Each of the handle portions has a blade portion (7,8) 
as illustrated in FIGS. 1 to 4 of the drawings which has 
a cutting edge on each side of the pivot or fulcrum. 
Each cutting edge (14) on each of the handle portions 
is adapted for cooperation with a cutting edge on the 
other said handle portion so that two pair of cutting 
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edges are provided. The pairs of coacting cutting edges 
are brought together for a cutting operation by move 
ment of the handle portions (2,3) toward each other. 

In the FIG. 1 embodiment of the cutting tool, each of 
the blade portions (7,8) preferably is curved in an arc 
through the pivot or fulcrum (4) in a vertical plane at 
an acute angle to the handle portion (2,3). Thus in FIG. 
1 the tips (15,16) of each blade portion are spaced 
from a horizontal plane through the pivot or fulcrum 
(4). 
The blade portions as illustrated in FIG. 1 are each 

shaped with a straight cutting edge (17) on each side 
of the fulcrum (4) and a curved outer edge (18) con 
necting the tip (15, 16) of one said cutting edge with the 
other end of the cutting edge on the other side of the 
pivot or fulcrum, somewhat in the shape of a flattened 
S 
The pivot or fulcrum (4) forms the connecting point 

between handle portions and may be provided by coop 
erating elements formed on the blade portions. One 
blade portion may have a pin member (19) connected 
thereto or form integrally therewith and the other blade 
member may be provided with an aperture (20) in reg 
ister with the pin member on the other blade portion 
and in which the pin is mounted for pivotal movement. 
Likewise, each blade portion could be provided with an 
aperture therethrough at the pivot point and a separate 
pin member or threaded lug can be mounted in said ap 
ertures to facilitate pivotal movement of the blade por 
tions about said pivot. 

In the FIG. i. embodiment the cutting edges (17) of 
each of the blade portions meet each other upon clos 
ing movement of the handle portions. It should be un 
derstood, however, that with only slight modification 
the cutting edges of each of the blade portions could be 
arranged to perform a scissor-like action or alterna 
tively the same blade portions can be made adjustable 
by the pivot or fulcrum constructions so that they can 
be made to perform a nipper operation or a shearing 
operation as desired. 

SECONDEMBODIMENT 
In FIGS. 6 to 9 of the drawings another embodiment 

of the invention is illustrated. However, in this con 
struction the blade portion (7,8') of the respective 
handle portions (2',3') is arranged entirely on one side 
of the pivot or fulcrum (4'). The blade portions (7",8') 
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coact to provide cutting edges which meet to form nip 
pers or pass each other in a scissor-like action, but pro 
vide a curved cutting surface with two pair of points. 
Like the first embodiment both sides of a fingernail or 
toenail can be trimmed or cut without changing the ori 
entation of the instrument with respect to the object 
being cut. 
The basic construction of the handle portions and the 

pivot or fulcrum is identical with that of the first em 
bodiment. The construction of this embodiment differs 
only in the manner in which the blade portions are 
mounted on the handle portions and are located with 
respect to the pivot or fulcrum. 
With reference to the foregoing description of the 

embodiments, I claim: 
1. A cutting tool for manicuring finger and toe nails, 

which comprises a pair of handle portions pivotally 
connected at a fulcrum, each of which has curved elon 
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4. 
gate blade portions providing at least one pair of op 
posed abutting longitudinally oriented cutting edges 
terminating at their outer tips in two pairs of pointed 
ends, one pair directed forwardly and the other pair di 
rected rearwardly towards the handle, wherein said 
pointed end of said opposed cutting edges directed 
rearwardly toward said handle lies out of the plane 
formed by said handle and said fulcrum, said curved 
rearwardly blade portion curving from the plane of said 
fulcrum and handle to said pointed end, whereby a cut 
ting operation can be performed on the right and/or left 
side of the desired object without reversing the orienta 
tion of the cutting tool with respect to the object. 

2. A cutting tool according to claim 1 wherein both 
said pointed ends of said opposed cutting edges lie out 
of the plane formed by said handles and said fulcrum. 
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