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10 Claims.

This invention relatés to a garment hanger -
form of:the kind adapted to envelope the ordi- .

“‘“’“&A"lm thent wire hanger having a hook at its

apex. ..

An object of the invention is to provide an im-
proved design of hanger form, which will be in-
expensive to manufacture, and will support a gar-
ment to best advantage while it is in storage.

Another object is to provide a hanger form

which may be applied to a wire frame or hanger
" quickly and with great facility as compared with
other types of forms.

Another object is to provide a hanger form
which may be shipped in flat condition so as to

conserve shipping space and expense, this with-
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out adding to the labor required in setting up or -

assembling the form with relation to a wire gar-
ment hanger.

A further object of the invention is to provide
in a hanger form of one-piece construction, a
novel arrangement of locks or connectors which
are so coordinated in the structure as to enhance
the shape giving characteristics of the form,
while at the same time speeding its assembly and
its connection with a wire frame.

The foregoing and other objects are attained-

by the means contained herein and disclosed in
the accompanying drawing in which:

Fig. 1 is a plan view of the hanger form as seen
in a flattened condition. )

Fig. 2. is a side elevational view of the form in
assembled and mounted conditicn upon an ordi-
nary wire hanger, and as seen from the rear.

Fig. 3 is a slightly enlarged cross sectional view
taken on line 3—3 of Fig. 2.

single stamping and cutting operation. .,In

" achieving mass production as just suggested, care

must be exercised in arriving at a proper design
of hanger form, so that the advantages of mass
production will not be outweighed by difficulties
of assembly and usage in practice. In the de-
velopment of the present hanger form, all of the -
foregoing factors have been coordinated and
balanced one against another, resulting in a de-
sign of hanger form which will fulfill the cur-
rent need as a commercially practical article, the
cost of which is within practical limits.

With reference to the accompanying drawing,
the hanger form of Fig. 1 will be seen to include
a slitted and scored sheet of cardboard, or other
pressed material, having sufficient strength and

" rigidity to support a coat or other garment when
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Fig. 4 is a fragmental plan view of the form -

shown in Fig. 1, revealing details of a lock or con-
nector adapted to maintain an assembled condi-
tion of the form.

In developing the present invention to com-
‘pletion, particular regard was given to the cur-
rent knowledge that many different types of
hanger forms have been proposed in the past,
but have failed to fulfill the need in the art, due
to various difficulties encountered in practical
usage. Some of the earlier forms were so con-
structed as to present packing and shipping prob-
lems, assembly problems, and marketing and pro-
duction problems resulting from manufacturing
expense and costs of distribution. A primary
consideration in the production of hanger forms is
that of speeding the manufacture, so as to se-
cure maximum machine output at the least pos-
sible expense. This may best be accomplished by
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making the form in a single piece, utilizing a 55

the form is associated with a wire garment
hanger of the kind previously mentioned. The
form is constituted of a front panel 5 and a rear
panel 6 opposed to one another along a longi-
tudinal major axis of the form. At each side of
the major axis, the blank is furnished with a
pair of parallel longitudinal scores T and 8, which
scores are indicated by the broken lines in Fig. 1.
The scores run the full length of the form, and
by means of a pair of transverse scores 9 and 10
which define the inner limits of the front and
rear panels, the area between the longitudinal
score lines is divided into a middle section 12
and a pair of oppositely extending end sections
13 and 14. The sections 12, 13 and 14 collec-
tively constitute a spine for the hanger form, and
they impart thereto the necessary rigidity to en-
able the form capable of supporting consider-
able weight.

At opposite sides of the end section 14 of the
spine, the hanger form is provided with a pair of
wings 15 and 16 separated from the front and
rear panels by means of cuts 17. The wings to-
gether with the spine section 14, constitute one of
the sloping side portions of the hanger form
when set up in condition for use. At the left of
Fig. 1, similar wings 18 and 19 are provided, these
being separated from the front and rear panels
respectively, by means of the cuts 20. It should be
noted that the cuts 1T and 20 that define the
front panel 5§ converge towards the middle spine
section 12, thereby producing a front panel
outer edge 21 of greater length than the hinge

22 formed at the junction of the front panel and

the adjacent middle spine section 12. Likewise
the cuts 20 and 1T which define the rear panel 6,
converge inwardly to an even greater extent, so
as to produce a lengthy outer edge 23 for the
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rear panel. The rear panel 6 extends consider-
ably farther from the spine than does the front
panel 5, this being for a purpose to be explained
hereinafter.

The outer ends of the wings and of the spine
sections 13 and 14 preferably are provided with
scallops 24 that may extend about the ends
in substantial semi-circular formation. These
scallops may or may not be scored where they
meet the wings and the spine sections, but. in
either event they perform the function of re-
siliently holding cut, or filling out the shoulder
portions of a garment supported on the hanger

<

10

form. As illustrated herein, the scallops. at the -

rear of the hanger form are scored, whereas those
at the front are not. This distinction hetween
the front and rear scallops is for the purpose of
imparting to the front scallops the greatest
amount of supporting power because -the front
portions of the garment sleeves require more
support to insure proper hanging of the gar-
ment than do the rear portions of the sleeves;
however, it.is by no means to be understood
that the hanger form. of the invention will be
inoperative if all of the scallops, or none of
the scallops be provided with scores such as 25.

The characters 26 indicate a pair of wire gar-
ment hanger locating tabs formed in the spine
_sections 13 and 14, with hinge connections 21
to facilitate pushing the tabs inwardly by means
of the fingers, in order to locate the wire hanger
relative to the form. The manner in which the
tabs embrace the sloping sections 28 of the wire
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garment hanger, is most. clearly illustrated by .

Fig. 3, wherein 2§ indicates the tab, and 29
indicates the opening from which it is punched.
Further in this connection, it may be observed
that one of the panels, and preferably the rear

panel 6 is provided with a transverse offset slot .

30, part of which extends at reduced width
slightly. over the ¢enter point of the ‘middle spine
section. 12. . It will be seen that. this small end
‘31 .of the slot is considerably narrower than the
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outer end 32, and it should be noted -that the,

“length of the slot is dimensioned to receive the |

hooked upper end-of a wire garment hanger,
the hooked end being .thrust through the slit 38
from within so as to extend upwardly as indi-
cated ‘at 33 of Fig. 2. . The character 33 indi-
cates the upright stem, usually twisted as shown,
‘just beneath the suspending hook. Due to the
fact that the hook slot 38 extends only part
‘way across-the middle spine section 12, the re-
duced end- 81 thereof serves as a limiting abut-
ment to preclude disassociation of the wire hang-
er from the embrace of tabs 26. In other words,
the hanger may not shift bodily toward the front
panel 5 any further than slot-end 31 will per-
mit; Consequently, the sloping sides of the hang-
er cannot leave the tabs 26. . : -

As will be evident, the direction of extension
of tabs 26 may be reversed, as may be also the
direction of extension of ‘slot 39, with similar
results, and in that event the major portion of
the slot 830 will be contained in the front panel
5 rather than in the rear panel 6. By preference
the slot 30 is formed in the larger panel. :

The front panel 5 and the adjacent wings i5
and 18 may be provided with .any suitable form
of means to join.the wings to. the panel. A
preferred means consists of a pair of slits or
slots 34 in the side margins of the panel, at a
distance from the curved outer edge. thereof.

The slots preferably extend in direct parallelism. .

with the major axis of the form, and are so di-

50

60

2,292,786

mensioned to receive therein the tongues 335
formed along the cuts IT and 20 of the blank.
The tongues may be produced merely by form-
ing short cuts 36 in substantial parallelism with
the divergent cuts 1T and 20, so that the re-
sultant tongues 35 will extend substantially at
right angles to the slits or slots 34. It will ac-
cordingly be understood that by overlapping the
wings (5 and 18 onto the adjacent margins of
front panel 5, and inserting .the fongues 35 into
the pockets or sockets 34 (see Fig. 4), a joint
will be formed which will not separate although
the wings may have a tendency to return to
the normal flat condition in the plane of front
panel 5. The connections 34—35 will maintain
the overlapped condition of the wings to the
front panel 5. .

At the rear of the form, the rear panel 6 may

be provided with short cuts 37 extending in sub-

stantial parallelism . with . the convergent side
edges of panel 6 to furnish the. tongues indicated

"at 28. . These tongues are to be inserted,. after

overlapping the rear panel 6 upon the exterior
faces of .wings 16 and 19, into the peckets or
sockets 29 formed in.the wings 16.and 19. It
should be noted that pockets or sockets 39 do not
extend in the same direction as pockets or sock-
ets 34 of the front panel, but are inclined in
the direction of the -center. line of the . form.
After the tengues 38 .have been inserted into. the
sockets 39, any tendency of the wings 18 and
19 to slide upon the rear panel 6, is effectively
prevented.. It should be. noted that the trans-
verse scores 9 and [0 become hinges, as seen
at the top of Fig. 2 as soon as the fromt and
rear panels are placed.in lapped relationship to
the adjacent wings at opposite sides edges there-
of. Tt is accordingly evident that wing 19, for
example, may pivot relative to the rear panel
6 at the point 9 of Fig. 2, except when restrained
by the lock at 38—33. In like manner wing 16
may pivot.at the point (0, unless similarly re-
strained. Fig. 2 illustrates how _effectively the
locks at 38—39 preclude the pivotal movement
referred to. . ) .

As was stated previously herein, the rear panel

' 6 is made wider and longer than the front panel

5 and in addition, it will be seen that the pockets
or sockets 39 are at & greater distance from the
side edges 17 and 20 of the rear panel, than the
pockets or sockets 34 are distant. from the sides
11 and 20 of front panel,5. The purpose of this
is. to induce a greater slope of .the rear panel
toward the vertical, than is imparted to the front
panel 5 (Fig. 3). This construction causes the
front panel to extend forwardly for filling out the
chest portion of a garment, more so than the
rear panel 6 fills out the back of the garment.
This desirable condition is aided also. by the fact
that the rear panel 6 is considerably larger than
the front panel 5 and will accordingly be acted
upon by the back of the garment to urge it to-
ward a vertical -depending relationship . while
transmitting an outward force to the front panel
for filling out the chest portion of a garment.
The coaction of parts just referred to is Tespon-
sible to a great extent, for the practicability of
the present hanger form, since the tendency.of
all constituents of the form is to bulge the gar-
ment only at .those locations that fill out when
the garment actually is worn,, . . | .
From .the foregoing it should be understood

_that. a garment hanger form constructed . in

75

accordance with the. invention herein disclosed

may be inexpensively manufactured by machine
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utilizing a single -punching or pressing operation,
and that the device while easily and quickly ap-
plied to a wire coat hanger, is nevertheless held
securely thereto so that its displacement will not
readily occur as garments are placed upon .or
removed therefrom.

The form of this invention may be suspended
from a wire hanger, a wooden hanger, or a T
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spine from points adjacent the panels to the
opposed ends of the sheet, said wings overlapping
the panels from the region of the hook to ap-
proximately the region of the connecting bar,
and cooperative means within the area of overlap
of the panels and wings, for joining the wings to

- the panels in overlapping relationship at opposite

stand, with equal facility. When applied to -a -

wooden hanger, the tabs 26 need not be used,
however, a frictional grip may be caused to apply
‘opon the side of a wooden hanger by bending
the tabs inwardly substantially at right angles
to their respective spine portions. The form may
be made in several sizes for accommodating vari-
ous types of garments, and since the form im-
parts a natural contour to the garment sup-
ported thereon, it is convenient and proper to
permit the garment to hang from the form when-
ever the garment is not in use. The form obvi-

ously will not create any unwanted creases or

bulges in the garment, however long a garment
may be permitted to hang from the form.

It is to be understood that various modifica-
tions and changes in the structural details of the
device may be made, within the scope of the ap-
pended claims without departing from the spirit
of the invention.

What is claimed is:

1. A form to be applied to wire garment
hangers, comprising in combination, a body of
flexible sheet material including shoulder sup-
porting end portions and an intermediate por-

- tion, and wing means carried by said end portions

for substantially covering said wire hanger, said
body comprising a. longitudinal central spine on
the form to overlie the hanger, and a plurality
of center panels hingedly extended from the ma-
terial of the spine to provide front and back sup-
ports for a garment, the intermediate portion of
the flexible body being slotted transversely of
the spine to receive a wire hanger hook thrust
therethrough, said slot being elongated and ex-
tended beyond the limits of the spine and into
the material of one of the center panels.

2. A form to be applied to wire garment
hangers, comprising in combination, a body of
flexible sheet material including shoulder sup-
porting end portions and an intermediate portion,
and wing means carried by said end portions for
substantially covering said wire hanger, a longi-
tudinal central spine on the form to overlie the
hanger, and a plurality of center panels hingedly
extended from the material of the spine to pro-
vide front and back supports for a garment, the

intermediate portion of the flexible body being

slotted transversely of the spine to receive a wire
“hanger hook thrust therethrough, said slot having
one terminal end located at the middle point of
the spine for limiting shifting of the wire hanger
relative to the spine in one direction, and having
its opposite terminal end located in one of the
center panels, with the distance between said
terminal ends approximating the width of the
hanger hook at its widest point.

3. In a hanger form of the class described, the
combination which comprises: a sheet of flexible
material of a length approximating the spread of
a hook-suspended wire coat hanger having a
connecting bar, said sheet being scored lengthwise
along two substantially central spaced parallel
lines to provide a spine for the form, a front
panel and a rear panel hinged to the spine at
opposite sides thereof, at substantially the middie
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of the sheet, and pairs of wings hinged to the 75

sides of a line which bisects the connecting bar
and passes through the base of the hook.

4. In a hanger form of the class described, the
combination which comprises: a sheet of flexible
material of a length approximating the spread
of a wire coat hanger, said sheet being scored
lengthwise along two substantially central spaced
parallel lines to provide a spine for the form, a
front panel and a rear panel hinged to the spine
at opposite sides thereof, at substantially the
middle of the sheet, and pairs of wings hinged
to the spine from points adjacent the panels
to the opposed ends of the sheet, and cooperative
means on the panels and wings for joining the
wings to the panels adjacent thereto in over-
lapping relationship, thereby to impart a sub-
stantially triangular configuration to the form
thusly assembled, the rear panel being of greater
area than the front panel and having a greater
overlap with its adjacent wings, so as to respond
readily to any displacement forces incident to
placing the back of a .garment in contact there-
with when hung upon the form. ,

5. In a hanger form of the class described, the
combination which comprises: a sheet of flexible
material of a length approximating the spread
of a wire coat hanger, said sheet being scored
lengthwise along two substantially central spaced
parallel lines to provide a spine for the form, a
front panel and a rear panel hinged to the spine
at opposite sides thereof, at substantially the
middle of the sheet, and pairs of wings hinged
to the spine from points adjacent the panels to
the opposed ends of the sheet, and cooperative
means on the panels and wings for joining the
wings to the panels adjacent thereto in overlap-~
bing relationship, thereby to impart a substan-
tially triangular configuration to the form thusly
assembled, the rear panel being of greater area
than the front panel and having a greater overlap
with its adjacent wings, so as to respond readily
to any displacement forces incident to placing the
back of a garment in contact therewith when. hung
upon the form, a series of tabs spanning the
spine of the form and each having a free end to
embprace a hanger wire placed within the form,
and retaining means for locating said wire rela-
tive to the tabs.

6. In a hanger form of the class described, the
combination which comprises: a sheet of flexible
material scored lengthwise thereof to provide a
spine, a front, and a back for the form, a pair of
front wings and a front panel hinged to the spine
and separated by a pair of spaced cuts converg-
ing inwardly from spaced points upon an edge of
the form front and terminating at spaced points
upon the spine, a pair of rear wings and a rear
panel hinged to the spine and separated by a
pair of spaced cuts converging inwardly from
spaced points upon an edge of the form rear
and terminating at spaced points upon the spine,
the convergent cuts last mentioned forming a
larger angle than the angle formed by the first
mentioned cuts whereby to establish a greater
area for the rear panel than for the front banel,
tongues on the front wings extending outwardly
in the general direction of the cuts defining said
wings, socket means in the front panel for re-
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ceiving said tongues-in an overlapped condition
of the front wings upon the front panel, said
tongues and socket means precluding relative
shifting of the front panel and front wings in
their respective planes, and means joining the
rear wings to the rear panel in partially over-
lapping relationship. B
7. In a hanger form of the class described, the
combination which comprises: a sheet of flexible
_material scored lengthwise thereof to provide a
spine, a front, and a lack for the form, a pair of
front wings and a front panel hinged to the spine
and separated by a pair of spaced cuts converging
inwardly from spaced points upon an edge of the
form front and terminating at spaced points upon
the spine, a pair of rear wings and a rear panel
hinged to the spine and separated by a pair of
spaced cuts converging inwardly from -spaced
points upon an edge of the form rear and termi-
nating at spaced points upon the spine, the con-
vergent cuts last mentioned forming a larger
angle than the angle formed by the first men-
“tioned cuts whereby to establish a greater area
for the rear panel than for the front panel,
tongues on one of the panels extending outwardly
in the general direction of the cuts defining said
one panel, socket means in the wings adjacent to
said one panel for reception of the tongues in an
overlapped condition of said one panel with its
adjacent wings, to preclude relative planar shift-
ing of the wings and panel thusly connected, and
"means joining together in partially overlapping
relaticnship the other panel and its adjacent
wings.
8. In a hanger form of the class described, the
combination which comprises: a sheet of flexible
"material scored lengthwise thereof to provide a
spine, & front, and a back for the form, a pair of
front wings and a front panel hinged to the spine
and separated by a pair of spaced cuts converg-
ing inwardly from spaced points upon an edge
of the form front and terminating at spaced
points upon the spine, a pair of rear wings and a
rear panel hinged to the spine and separated by
a pair of spaced cuts converging inwardly from
spaced points upon an edge of the form rear and
terminating at spaced points upon the spine, the
convergent cuts last mentioned forming a larger
angle than the angle formed by the first men-
tioned cuts whereby to establish a greater area
for the rear panel than for the front panel, and
cooperative means carried by each panel and its
adjacent wings, for joining in overlapping rela-
tionship the front wings to the front panel,-and
the rear wings to the rear panel.

(1)
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'9.-In a hanger form of the ¢lass described, the
combination which comprises: a sheet of flexible
material scored lengthwise thereof to provide a
spine,a front, and a back for the form, a pair of
front wings and a front panel hinged to the
spine and separated by a pair of spaced cuts con-
verging inwardly from spaced points upcn an
edge of the form front and terminating at spaced

-points upon the spine, a pair of rear wings and a

rear panel hinged to the spine and separated by
a pair' of spaced cuts converging inwardly from
spaced points upon an edge of the form rear and
terminating at spaced points upon the spine, the
convergent cuts last’ mentioned forming a larger

“angle than the angle formed by the first men-
‘tioned cuts whereby to establish a greater area

for the rear panel than for the front panel, and
cooperative means carried by each panel and its

‘adidcent wings, for joining in overlapping rela-
“tionship to the front wings to the front panel,

and the rear -wings to the rear panel, said rear
panel being slotted transversely to the spine with
the slot terminating at the middle point of the
spine, for receiving therethrough the suspension
hook of a wire garment hanger.

10. In a hanger form of the class described, the
combination which comprises: a sheet of flexible
material scored lengthwise thereof to provide a
spine, a front, and a back for-the form, a pair of
front wings and-a front panel hinged to the spine
and separated by a pair of spaced cuts converging

“inwardly from-spaced points-upon an edge of the
“formr front and'terminating at spaced points upon

the spire, a pair of rear wings-and a rear panel

5~ hinged to the-spine:and’ separated by a pair of

spaced cuts- converging inwardly from -spaced
points ‘upon-an edge of the form rear and-termi-

‘nating at spaced points-upon the spine, the con-
" vergent- cuts ‘last - mentioned - forming a -larger

angle than the angle formed by the first men-
tioned: cuts ‘whereky ‘to-establish -a greater area
for the rear-panel-than for ‘the front panel,-and

" cooperative means carried by -each panel and its

adjacent-wings, for -joining in-overlapping rela-
tionship-the front-wings to the front panel,;and

-the rear :Wings-to the rear panel; said rear panel
- being -slotted -transversely to-the spine- with the

slot terminating at-the'middle point of the spine,

- for receiving therethrough the-suspension hook
50.

of a-wire garment hanger, and means at opposite
sides of ‘said slot for embracing a portion-of such
hanger.

‘HARRY A. HOBELMAN.
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