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(57) ABSTRACT 

A belt strap having a first end and a second end with 
at least one hole extending through the first end and a 
plurality of holes extending through the second end. A 
belt buckle is provided which includes a loop and a 
generally S-shaped hook. The first end of the belt 
strap is passed through the loop and the hook is 
passed through one of the holes therein. The second 
end of the strap is passed through the loop and placed 
in registry with the hook. The hook is then passed 
through the hole in the second end to prevent the first 
end of the belt strap from moving relative to the sec 
ond end of the belt strap. 

1 claim, 5 Drawing Figures 
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BELT BUCKLE AND BELTSTRAP COMBINATION 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 
1. Field of the Invention 
A belt buckle which can be used on a plurality of dif 

ferent belts. 
2. Description of the Prior Art - 
With the increased fashion consciousness of many 

men, more and more attention is being directed to the 
style and design of belts. Not too many years ago most 
belts were approximately 1 inch or less in height and 
had a plain buckle. Today, nearly all belts are approxi 
mately two and one-half inches in height and many 
have a decorated buckle. In addition, many belts are 
colored and have decorations thereon. 
In order to have different appearing belts, it is desir 

able to have belt buckles that can be used with a variety 
of differentbelt straps. Quite obviously, such belt buck 
les must be able to effectively and reliably prevent the 
movement of the ends of any belt strap with which they 
are used. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 
Purposes of the Invention 

It is an object of the present invention to provide an 
improved belt buckle. 
Another object of the present invention is to provide 

a belt buckle of improved aesthetic quality, having no 
visible signs of attachment to the belt strap. 

Still another object of the present invention is to pro 
vide an improved belt buckle which can be used with 
a plurality of different belt straps. 
Yet another object of the present invention is to pro 

vide a belt buckle which can be used with a plurality of 
different belt straps and having means to hold the two 
ends of the belt strap from moving relative to each 
other with the means being designed to restrain move 
ment of each end of the belt strap. 
A further object of the present invention is to provide 
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a belt buckle which can be used with a plurality of dif 
ferent belt straps and wherein the buckle can be easily 
removed from one belt strap and used with a second 
belt strap. 
A still further object of the present invention is to 

provide a belt buckle which is capable of achieving the 
above and other objects and is economical to manufac 
ture, 
Other objects of the invention in part will be obvious 

and in part will be pointed out hereinafter. 
Brief Description of the Invention 

According to the present invention the foregoing as 
well as other objects are achieved by a belt buckle 
member which includes a decorative face. The decora 
tive face can consist in one form of the present inven 
tion of a rectangular periphery having four sides, two 
of which are elongated. Secured to the decorative face 
is a belt loop which is designed so as to be able to re 
ceive each end of a belt strap. Also secured to the deco 
rative face is a hook. The hook is defined as having a 
first portion and a second portion. The first portion in 
cludes a concave part which faces away from the loop. 
The second portion extends downwardly from the first 
portion and includes a concave part which faces the 
loop. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ; 
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2 
In use, the belt buckle is first attached to the strap by 

passing the first end of the strap through the loop and 
passing the hook through one of the holes therein. The 
strap is then positioned about a person's torso and the 
second end of the belt strap is passed through the loop. 
When the overlying portions of the belt strap form a 
belt of the proper dimension the hook is passed through 
the hole in the second end of the strap. The concave 
part of the first portion of the hook restrains one end 
of the belt from being pulled away from the buckle and 
in a similar fashion the concave part of the second por 
tion of the hook restrains the second end of the strap 
from being pulled away from the buckle. 
When it is desired to remove the buckle from the 

belt, the belt is manipulated so that the hook no longer 
extends through the hole in the second end of the belt 
strap. The second end is then removed from the belt 
buckle loop. The belt strap can then be removed from 
the belt buckle by removing the hook from the hole in 
the first end of the belt strap and passing the belt strap 
through the belt buckle loop. The buckle is now avail 
able for use on another belt strap. 
The invention accordingly consists in the features of 

construction, combination of elements and arrange 
ment of parts which will be exemplified in the belt 
buckles hereinafter described and of which the scope 
of application will be indicated in the appended claims. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 
In the drawings: m 
FIG. 1 is a perspective view of a belt buckle and bel 

strap according to the present invention; 
FIG. 2 is an enlarged sectional view taken substan 

tially along the line 2-2 of FIG. 1; 
FIG. 3 is an enlarged sectional view taken substan 

tially along the line 3-3 of FIG. 1; and 
FIG. 4 is a sectional view of a modified belt hook. 
FIG. 5 is a perspective view of an alternative embodi 

ment of the invention with the belt strap shown in 
phantom lines. 

DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED 
EMBODIMENT 

In FIGS. 1 and 2, a belt strap 10 is shown which can 
be made out of leather, plastic or any other suitable 
material. Belt strap 10 has a constant height throughout 
its length and includes a first end 12 and a second end 
14. Extending through the first end 12 is at least one 
hole 13 and extending through the second end 14 are 
a plurality of holes 15. The hole 13 which extends 
through the first end 12 can be placed in registry with 
any of the holes 15 which extend through the second 
end 14. 
A belt buckle 16 is provided and includes a rectangu 

lar periphery 18. Buckle 16 can be made from any suit 
able ferrous material or for that matter any other mate 
rial which has sufficient strength and rigidity to serve 
as a belt buckle. While belt buckle periphery 18 is 
shown as being rectangular and including elongated 
sides 20 and 22 and shorter sides 24 and 26, it should 
be understood that this arrangement is for illustrative 
purposes only and is not a limitation on the shape of the 
front face of buckles which may be used. Any decora 
tion can be secured to the buckle periphery 18 and in 
the drawings the initials RKO are shown as being 
formed from an appropriate material which material is 
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secured to the elongated sides 20 and 22 of the buckle 
18. 
As shown in FIG. 3, a loop 28 is formed by legs 30 

and 32, a cross bar 34 and the side 24 of the belt buckle 
16. Legs 30 and 32 extend away from the side 24. The 
legs 30 and 32 are in vertical alignment and parallel to 
each other and perpendicular to crossbar 34. The cross 
bar 34 extends between the portions of legs 30 and 32 
remote from side 24 thereby forming the loop 28 encir 
cling the area 37. It is to be appreciated that the en 
closed area 37 defined by legs 30 and 32, crossbar 34 
and side 24 is large enough to accommodate both the 
first end 12 and second end 14 of belt strap 10. 

In order to provide a locking means which would 
hold the first and second ends 12 and 14 of the strap 
10 in a releasably fixed relationship there is provided 
a hook 36. The hook 36 is generally S-shaped and ex 
tends outwardly or away from the mid-portion of edge 
26 of the belt buckle 16. The hook 36 includes a first 
portion 38 and a second portion 40. The first portion 
38 includes a concave part which faces away from the 
loop 28, while the second portion 40 includes a con 
cave part which faces toward loop member 28. The 
hook 36 can be secured to the side 26 of the buckle 16 
in any conventional manner and the precise means of 
connecting the hook to the side does not form a part of 
the present invention. 
An alternative embodiment of the invention is shown 

in FIG. 5 wherein the belt buckle 16' is provided with 
two hook members 36a' and 36b'. If a belt buckle ac 
cording to this embodiment is used, the belt strap ends 
12' and 14' will be provided with holes 13a' and 13b' 
and 15a' and 15b', respectively, through which the 
hook members 36a' and 36b' may extend. The holes 
13a' and 13b' have a diameter smaller than the diame 
ter of the hook members 36a' and 36b' so that the fric 
tion between the walls of the holes 13a' and 13b' and 
the hook members 36a' and 36b' will keep the belt 
buckle 16' secured to the belt strap end 12'. 
While the following discussion concerns use of a belt 

buckle having only one hook member, it is to be under 
stood that as to a belt buckle of the alternative embodi 
ment the same is applicable. 

In use, the first end 12 of belt strap 10 is passed 
through the loop 28 formed by legs 30 and 32, crossbar 
34 and side 24 of buckle 16. The hook 36 is then passed 
through one of the holes 13 in the first end 12 of the 
belt strap 10. The belt strap 10 is then positioned about 
a person's torso and the second end 14 of the belt strap 
10 is passed through the loop 28. When the overlying 
portions of the first end 12 and the second end 14 of 
the belt strap 10 form a belt of the proper dimension 
the hook 36 is passed through the hole 15 in the second 
end 14 of the belt strap 10 in registry with hole 13. The 
tension exerted by the first end 12 of belt strap 10 bears 
against the concave part of first portion38. The tension 
in the second end 14 of belt strap 10 bears against the 
concave part of the second portion 40 of the hook 36. 
The hook 36 prevents the belt strap ends from moving 
relative to each other and releasably secures the ends 
of the strap 10 with respect to each other. As can be 
seen in FIG. 2, the bottom portion 37 of the hook 36 
bears against the under surface 38 of the second end 14 
of belt strap 10. 

In an alternative use, the belt strap. 10 is placed about 
a person's torso with the first end 12 and the second 
end 14 passed through the loop 28. The hole 13 in the 

O 

15 

20 

25 

30 

35 

40 

45 

50 

55 

60 

65 

4. 
first end 12 of the beltstrap 10 is placed in registry with 
the hole 15 in the second end 14 of belt strap 10 so that 
the belt strap is of the appropriate dimension. Hook 36 
is then passed through the holes and prevents the belt 
strap ends from moving relative to each other as de 
scribed above. 
When it is desired to remove the buckle from the 

belt, the buckle 16 is manipulated so that the hook 36 
no longer extends through the hole in the second end 
14 of the belt strap 10. The second end 14 is then 
passed through the loop 28. The belt strap can then be 
removed from the belt buckle by removing the hook 36 
from the hole in the first end 12 of belt strap 10, and 
passing the belt strap 10 through the loop 28. A signifi 
cant feature of the present invention is the ease with 
which the buckle can be removed from the belt strap. 

It is to be noted that alternatively buckle 16 can be 
manipulated so that hook 36 is removed from the hole 
13 and the hole 15. Then the belt strap ends are pulled 
through the loop 28. 

If it is desired to keep the belt buckle secured to the 
belt strap, the first end 12 of the belt strap 10 extends 
continually through the loop 28 and the hook 36 ex 
tends through the hole 13 in the first end 12 of belt 
strap 10. The belt strap and buckle can then be used as 
previously described, when desired. 

If desired, the shape of the hook can be varied so that 
the belt buckle may be fixedly mounted to the belt 
strap. As an example, the hook shown in FIG. 4 can be 
used which includes a straight section 44 and a hooked 
end 46 at the bottom thereof. Located at the mid 
portion of hook 36 is an enlargement 48 which is circu 
lar in cross section having a diameter larger than the 
diameter of the hole 13 in the first end 2 but which 
can be forced through the hole. Enlargement 48 ena 
bles the hook to continually extend through the hole in 
first end 12 of belt strap 10 without slipping therefrom 
as may be desirable when the buckle is continuously se 
cured to a belt strap. The use of the belt buckle hook 
shown in FIG. 4 is the same as that previously de 
scribed. 
Since the belt buckle is not mounted on the belt strap 

by visible means, a belt buckle of improved aesthetic 
quality is provided. 

It thus will be seen that there is provided a belt 
buckle and belt strap combination which achieves the 
various objects of the invention and which is well 
adapted to meet the conditions of practical use. 
What is claimed is: 
1. A belt and belt buckle combination comprising: 
a. a belt strap, having a constant height throughout 

its length, said belt strap including a first and a sec 
ond end, said first end having at least one hole ex 
tending therethrough, said second end having a 
plurality of holes extending therethrough; 

b. two elongated sides; 
c. two shorter sides, said shorter sides joining said 
elongated sides to form a buckle periphery; 

d. a decoration secured to said buckle periphery; 
e. a pair of legs mounted to said buckle periphery on 
the back thereof, extending away from one of said 
shorter sides, said legs being in vertical alignment 
and parallel to each other; 

f, a cross bar extending between said pair of legs in 
spaced relationship to said shorter side to form a 
loop structure defining an enclosed area adapted to 
receive said first and second ends; and 
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g. at least one S-shaped hook member secured to the 
other of said shorter sides extending away from 
said buckle periphery in the same direction as said 
pair of legs, said hook member having a first con 
cave portion facing away from said loop structure 
and a second concave portion facing towards said 
loop structure, said first end and said second end 
extending through said loop structure, said at least 
one hole in said first end being in registry with at 
least one of said plurality of holes in said second 
end said hook member extending through said at 
least one hole in said first end and said at least one 
hole in said second end in registry with said at least 
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6 
one hole in said first end, a portion of said first end 
of said belt strap bearing against said first concave 
portion of said hook member and a portion of said 
second end of said belt strap bearing against said 
second concave portion of said hook member so 
that said at least one hook member prevents said 
first and second ends from moving relative to each 
other, said at least one hole in said first end having 
a diameter smaller than said first concave portion 
so that when said hook member is passed through 
said at least one hole said buckle periphery will be 
secured to said first end by friction. 
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