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(57) Abstract: In the present invention, the collision energy from a side impact can be absorbed at the lower portion of a
center pillar while also maintaining the structural continuity of the center pillar. This center pillar composed of a fiber-re-
inforced resin composite material includes: a plurality of cylindrical members that are composed of a fiber-reinforced
resin and are continuous from an upper portion to a lower portion relative to the center along the lengthwise direction of
the center pillar; and an outer layer portion that is composed of a fiber-reinforced resin, disposed around the plurality of
cylindrical members, and includes reinforcing fibers wound around the cylindrical members. The plurality of cylindrical
members composed of a fiber-reinforced resin include a first cylindrical member and a second cylindrical member that
are aligned in the vehicle body longitudinal direction. In a first region on the upper portion of the center pillar, the first
cylindrical member and the second cylindrical member are in contact with the outer layer portion positioned outward
thereof in the vehicle width direction. In a second region on the lower portion of the center pillar, the first cylindrical
member and the second cylindrical member are spaced apart from the outer layer portion positioned outward thereof in
the vehicle width direction.
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