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To all thom, it may concern; 
Be it known that I, FELIX P. MARTIN, a 

citizen of the United States, residing at 
Humboldt, in the county of Gibson and 
State of Tennessee, have invented new and 
useful Improvements in Stamp - Canceling 
Machines, of which the following is a speci 
fication. 
This invention is an improved stamp can 

celing machine for use in post offices for 
canceling stamps on mail matter and also af 
fixing the post mark, the invention consist 
ing in the construction, combination and ar 
rangement of devices hereinafter described 
and claimed. 
The object of my invention is to provide 

improved stamp canceling devices which are 
adapted to be readily attached to a wall, a 
desk or any other suitable supporting ob 
ject and which may be readily and rapidly 
operated either by foot or by hand so as to 
greatly facilitate the canceling of stamps 
and the printing of post marks on mail mat 
ter. 
In the accompanying drawing:-Figure 1. 

is a side elevation of a stamp canceling ma 
chine constructed in accordance with my 
invention, showing the same attached to a 
wall. Fig. 2 is a detail sectional view on the 
plane indicated by the line a-a of Fig. 1. 
Fig. 3 is a similar view on the plane indi 
cated by the line b-b of Fig. 1. 

In accordance with my invention, I pro 
vide a bracket 1 which comprises a vertical 
plate 2 and a horizontal plate 3, which pro 
jects outwardly from the lower end of the 
vertical plate. The said vertical plate is 
provided with openings for the reception of 
screws 4 whereby to secure the bracket to a 
wall or to one side of a desk or other suit 
able supporting object, the vertical line of 
a wall being, for the purposes of this speci 
fication, indicated at A in Fig. 1. The ver 
tical plate 2 is provided on its outer side 
with a pair of spaced vertical ears 4. A 
horizontal arm 5 projects outwardly from 
the horizontal plate 3 and has its inner end 
connected to the plate 2. At the outer end 
of the said horizontal arm is a suitable bed 
plate 6 which is adapted to receive either a 
suitable platen or a rubber or other suitable 
printing form for making a post mark or 
for canceling a stamp. A printing arm 
has its inner end pivotally mounted as at 8 
between the ears 4 so that the said printing 
arm is adapted for vertical angular move 

ment. The printing arm is provided at its 
outer end with a bed plate 8 which is also 
adapted to hold a suitable rubber or other 
printing form for making a post mark or 
canceling a stamp and on the upper side of 
the said printing arm at its outer end is a 
handle or knob 9 which enables the said 
printing arm to be operated by hand, when 
desired. I also provide a standard 10 which 
comprises a vertical plate 11 and a horizon 
tal plate 12 at the lower end of the vertical 
plate and connected thereto by means of a 
medially arranged brace web or rib 13. The 
vertical plate has openings for the reception 
of screws to secure the said bracket to the 
wall or desk and the horizontal plate also 
has openings for Screws to Secure said plate 
to the floor. The vertical plate 11 is pro 
vided in its upper end with a pair of spaced 
ears 15 between which the treadle or foot 
lever 16 is pivotally mounted, the pivot 17 
being spaced a suitable distance from the 
inner end of said lever. On the upper side 
of the lever at a point a suitable distance 
from its inner end is a pair of ears 17 be 
tween which is pivoted the lower end of a 
pitman. 18. This pitman has a fork 19 at 
its upper end the arms of which operate in 
slots 20 of the plate 3 and are pivotally con 
nected as at 21 to the printing lever 7. A 
spring 22 has its lower end connected to the 
Web 13 and its upper end connected to the 
inner end of the lever 16, the said spring act 
ing to normally elevate the lever and, hence, 
cause the latter, through the instrumental 
ity of the pitman, to raise the outer end of 
the printing lever 7. 
In the operation of the machine, the let 

ter or other mail matter to be post marked 
and canceled is placed on the form on the 
bed plate 6 and the printing arm or lever is 
then forced downwardly, either by grasping 
the knob or by depressing the lever 16 by 
means of the foot. It will be understood 
that a single stroke suffices to cancel the 
stamp and post mark each piece of mail and 
that the operation of canceling and post, 
marking the mail may be very rapidly per 
formed by means of my improved canceling 
machine. 
I claim:-- 
The herein described stamp canceling ma 

chine comprising a bracket for attachment 
to a wall, desk or other support and pro 
vided with an arm, the said arm having a 
vertical web, a form carried by the said web 
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and the said arm having openings on oppo 
site sides of said web, a printing lever piv 
otally connected to the said bracket at a 
oint above the arm, a bed plate having a 
orm carried by said lever, in combination 
with a standard also adapted to be secured 
to the said support, a lever pivotally mount 
ed on the said standard, a spring to move 
the lever in one direction, and a pitman con 
necting the lever to the form, the said pit 
man having a forked upper end the arms of 
which operate in and are guided by the 

openings of the first-mentioned arm and are 
arranged on opposite sides and pivotally 
connected to the printing lever, the said lo 
lever, the spring and the pitman coacting to 
normally raise the printing lever. 
In testimony whereof I affix my signature 

in presence of two witnesses: 
FELIX P. MARTIN. 

Witnesses: 
W. L. WADE, 
SYLVANE FREED. 

Copies of this patent may be obtained for five cents each, by addressing the “Commissioner of Patents, 
Washington, D.C.' 


