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(57) ABSTRACT 
This device is a splint assembly around an animal's leg, 
for shielding a catheter taped to the leg; including an 
extendible splint member hinged to an extendible cover 
for accommodating a different length of leg, and a latch 
for securing the splint assembly to a door of a cage 
containing the animal receiving intravenous fluid. 

8 Clains, 5 Drawing Figures 
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FLUID ADMINISTRATION SPLINT 

Matter enclosed in heavy brackets appears in the 
original patent but forms no part of this reissue specifica 
tion; matter printed in italics indicates the additions made 
by reissue. 

This invention relates generally to animal hospital 
equipment. More specifically, it relates to intra-venous 
fluid administering equipment. 

It is well known, to those persons who are experi 
enced with the medical treatment of animals, such as 
cats and dogs, that unless the animal is mortally ill, the 
administering of intra-venous fluids is a difficult chore 
to accomplish. The pet chews out the intra-venous cath 
eter or twists itself inside the animal cage, so that the 
intra-venous feeding tube becomes pinched off. The 
animal may even chew the tubing in half. This situation 
is objectionable, and is, therefore, in need of an in 
provement. 

Therefore, it is a principal object of the present inven 
tion to provide a fluid administration splint, that enab's 
intra-venous fluids to be administered to a pet, such as a 
cat or dog, more efficiently, so as to eliminate success 
fully the above indicated problems. 
Another object is to provide a fluid administration 

splint, which keeps the pet's leg straight for administer 
ing the fluid, and wherein less tape is needed to be used 
to cover the catheter, because the splint covers the area 
that normally would have been taped. 
Other objects are to provide a fluid administration 

splint, which is simple in design, inexpensive to manu 
facture, rugged in construction, easy to use, and eff 
cient in operation. 

These, and other objects, will be readily evident, 
upon a study of the following specification, and the 
accompanying drawing, wherein: 
FIG. 1 is a side elevational view of the invention, 

shown installed on a caged dog; 
FIG. 2 is a perspective view of the device, shown 

opened in order to receive an animal's leg that is fitted 
with an I.W. catheter 

FIG. 3 is a cross-sectional view, taken on line 3-3 of 
FIG. 2, and showing the device installed on the animal's 
leg; 

FIG. 4 is a front perspective view of a modified de 
sign of the cage latch, through which the I.V. catheter 
can be inserted, for being fully enclosed in order to be 
protected against being bitten, and 

FIG. 5 is a side cross-sectional view thereof, and 
additionally showing a cover extension that prevents 
the leg from sliding forward and getting out of the 
splint. 

Referring now to the drawing in greater detail, and 
more particularly to FIGS. 1 to 4 thereof, at this time, 
the reference numeral 10 represents a fluid administra 
tion splint, according to the present invention, wherein 
there is a splint member 11 attached by hinges 12 to a 
cover 13, so that an animal's leg 14 may be held therebe 
tween. A slidable extension 15, in the rear end of the 
splint member, serves for the splint to accommodate a 
longer or shorter foot. The extension is locked in se 
lected adjustment by a bolt or set screw 16. A raised 
peripheral lip 17 forms a central depression on the splint 
member and extension, that is fitted with a foam pad 18 
for the animal's leg to rest thereupon. A rear end of the 
lip on the extension is made taller, so as to serve as an 
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abutment for the leg joint, and prevent the leg from 
sliding out of the splint, when the splint is closed and 
locked by means of pins 19 snapping into holes 20, and 
a loop pile Velcro strip 21 then covering each engaged 
hole, and pin assembly, and extending all around the 
splint member and cover, as shown in FIG. 1. 
The splint member, extension and cover are made 

from a rigid material, such as either rustproof metal or 
tough plastic, that cannot be chewed. 
An opening 22 is formed back of a rear edge of the 

cover, for the animal's leg to extend therethrough. An 
opening 23, formed before a front edge of the cover, 
permits an intra-venous catheter to extend there 
through, and to the leg held in the splint. 
The splint 10 includes a latch 24, for securement to a 

front door 25 of a cage 26, into which the treated animal 
27 is placed; the latch preventing the animal from twist 
ing around in the cage, and pinching off the catheter. 
The latch includes a threaded shank 28, affixed on a 
front end of the splint member 11, the shank having a 
large, square flange 29 formed around its base end. A 
rectangular washer 30 and a wing nut 31 is received on 
the shank. 

In operative use of the present invention, the catheter 
32 is, first, administered and secured to the animal's leg 
with adhesive tape strips 33. The cover is unlocked by 
unsnapping the pins 19 out of the holes 20, and the 
cover is pivoted into open position. The splint member 
is then placed confortably under the leg, and the cover 
is snapped closed and sealed with the loop pile Velcro 
strips. The animal and the fluids are then prepared for 
transportation to the cage. The animal is placed therein, 
with front legs and head being toward the front of the 
cage. The intra-venous device is set under the cage 
door. The latch washer is inserted outwardly between 
the cage door bars 34, after which the washer is rotated 
ninety degrees to the position shown in FIG. 4, so that 
the cage door bars thus are locked between the flange 
and the washer. The wing nut is tightened for holding 
the device firmly. This allows little or no movement of 
the animal. 

In a modified design 35 of the invention, shown in 
FIG.S, and also included in the illustration of FIG. 4, 
the intra-venous catheter 32 is made completely inac 
ceasible for being chewed, by inserting it through a hole 
36 in the center of the shank FIG. S also shows an 
extension37 extendible beyond a rear edge of the cover, 
so as to limit forward sliding of the leg inside the splint. 
Thus, the rear end 38 of the leg cannot be dislodged 
from a pocket 39, formed by the forwardly tilted, raised 
lip 40 on the extension rear end. A bolt or set screw 41 
locks the extension in selected position. 
While various changes may be made in the detail 

construction, it is understood that such changes will be 
within the spirit and scope of the present invention, as is 
defined by the appended claims. 
What I claim as new, is: 
1. A fluid administration splint, comprising, in combi 

nation, a splint member and cover hinged together, an 
adjustable extension on a rear of the splint member, a 
raised peripheral lip around said splint member and 
extension forming a padded central depression for re 
ceiving an animal's leg having a catheter taped thereto, 
and a latch for rigidly securing said splint to a door of a 
cage containing an animal being treated. 

2. The combination as set forth in claim 1, wherein 
said cover is snap-fitted in closed position on said splint 
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member, and then secured by loop pile strips around a raised peripheral lip around said splint member form 
said splint member and said cover ing a central depression for receiving an animals leg 

p having a catheter taped thereto, and 
3. The combination as set forth in claim 2, wherein an a latch for securing a forward end of said splint member 

adjustable extension on said cover limits an access 5 to a cage containing said animal 
opening for said animal leg. 5. The splint of claim 4 wherein said splint member is 

adjustable in longitudinal dimension to accommodate 4. A fluid administration leg splint for animals compris- animal legs of varying lengths. 
ing 6. The splint of claim 4 wherein said lip forms a pocket 

a splint member for confining at least a Portion of a leg 10 on a rear end of said splint member for confining the leg 
of an animal therein, joint or elbow of an animal's leg thereagainst. 

a hard cover disposed over a substantial central portion 7. The splint of clain 4 further comprising padding 
id spli fi inal wh disposed in said central depression. of said splint member for preventing an animal whose 8. The splint of claim 4 wherein said cover is remov 

leg is confined in said splint member from chewing or is ably idov acrosion of aid 
tearing away an intervenous needle and catheter taped splint member. 
to said leg. B is 
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