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To all whom it may conceri:

Be it known that I, THOMAS J. LANGSTON,
a citizen of the United States, residing at
Johnston, in the county of Edgefield and State
of South Carolina, have made certain newand
useful Improvements in Baskets, of whichthe
following is a specification. .

My invention is an improvement in bas-
kets, being in the nature of a folding basket
in which the body portion is supported by a
frame, so it can be extended for use and com-
pactly folded with the frame when not in nse;
and the invention consists in certain novel
construetions and combinations of parts, as
will be hereinafter described and claimed.

In the drawing, Figure 1 is a perspective
view of the basket adjusted for use. Fig. 2
is a perspective view of the basket folded.
Tig. 3 is a detail perspective view illustrating
one of the corners of the body-frames. Fig.
4 is a detail sectional view illustrating the
ratehet mechanism in connection with one of
the cross-braces, and Fig. 5 is a detail cross-
section on about line 5 5 of Fig. 1. Figs. 6,
7, 8, and 9 are detail views.

In carrying out my invention I provide the
body A in the form of a flexible collapsible
bag-like construction, which may be of can-
vas or other suitable material and can be dis-
tended for use, as shown in Fig. 1, or folded
when not in use, as shown in Fig. 2. In con-
nection with this body A, I provide what for
convenience of reference 1 term a ‘‘body-
frame” B and a ‘* handle-frame” C, each of
said frames being constructed of two sub-
stantially similar sections, as will more fully
appear hereinafter. One of these frames B
and C is arranged to stretch the mouth of the
body A, while the other one of said frames is
arranged to stretch the bottom of the body
A when the basket is adjusted for use, as
shown in Fig.'1. Inthe specific construction
shown the body A is provided at its bottom
at its several corners with straps A’, by which
it is connected to the free ends of the mem-
bers of the handle-frame C, and the sections
B’ and B? of the body-frame are pivoted to-
gother at B? and are each provided with a
cross-bar B4, connecting its side arms, as will
be understood from Figs. 1and 3. The cross-
bars B! ave preferably connected with the

side arms B3 of the frame -sections B’ by
meauns of the joint-pieces D, (shown in detail
in Fig. 8,) each having members formed at
right angles to each other to complete the

corner and channeled on their inner sides to

fit the bars B*and B%and secured to the said
bars B*and B? to form a rigid corner. Ordi-
narily I secure the joint-pieces D at one end
of each cross-bar B® permanently upon each
of the said bars B¢ and B®, while the joint-
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pieces at the opposite end of said cross-bar

Bt are secured permanently at d by riv-
ets or otherwise to the side bar B° and de-
tachably by screws d' or other suitable means
to the cross-bar B?, so the latter can be de-
tached whenever it is desired to remove the
body portion A and replace it by another
body portion, the body portion being provided
at its ends at A? with easings in which the
arms B* may be slipped, as will be understood
from Fig. 1. By this construetion it will be
noticed that when the body-frame is opened,
as shown in Fig. 1, it will stretch the body A
and will form a support therefor. To hold
the body open, I provide cross-braces E, which
are pivoted at B at one end and are arranged
at their opposite ends to engage a ratchet I,
supported on one of the side bars of the body-
frawe, as shown in Figs. 1 and 4. By pref-
erence the ratchet consists of a strip of plate
metal secured upon the upper face of the
frame-bar and slitted to free the teeth T,
which are struck up, as best shown in Fig. 4,
to form a bearing for the end of the brace-
bar E. Such brace-bar E is also provided at
its ends with a channeled plate K/, which pro-
jeets at its extremities at E? beyond the bar
E, forming an edge to engage with the teeth
T, the plate E' being also provided with wings
E3, which overlap the bars of the frame, as
shown in Fig. 4." By this construction the
upper ends of the bars of the body-frame can
be securely held apart to any desired degree,
stretching the basket-body at its top and hold-
ing the same open, for use.

The bars of the handle-frame are construet-
ed in the form of bows C' C' and are pivoted
at C? to the side bars of the body-frame and
have extensions C?® below the said pivots C?,
the extremities of which extensions C?are se-
cured to the outer ends of the straps A’, as
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shown in Fig. 1. At their upper ends the

bows C' may be brought close together in the
adjustment of the basket for use, as shown
in Fig. 1, and are connected when in such po-
sition by a clasp G, secured at G' to one of the
bows and having a hook G2 at its other end,

~which may engage the other bow to secure
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the bows in position. It will be noticed that
by this means the bows of the handle-frame
not only operate to stretch or distend the bot-
tom of the body A, but they also form a eon-
venient handle for carrying the basketas de-
sired. ‘

It will be noticed that the bottom of the

basket forms a yielding cushion for any ar-
ticles of fruit or the like that may be placed
in the basket, preventing the bruisingof same.
When the basket is not in use, the cross-
braces E may be freed from the ratchet F and
the parts compactly folded to the position
shown in Fig. 2, in which position they will
occupy butb a small space in storage.or during
transportation, and when ready for use can
be quiekly adjusted to the position shown in
Fig. 1and will be securely maintained in such
position by the devices before described.
_ As best shown in Fig. 2, the straps A’ are
the projecting ends of straps which extend
diagonally across the bottom of the body A of
the basket and may be secured to said body
thronghout the extent to which they underlie
the same, and thus form braces for the said
bottom. It is preferred to provide for ad-
justing the straps A’. To this end I provide
on the ends of the extensions C? of the han-
dles loops H, which are preferably formed by
bending from suitable strips of sheet metal
to form the lower cross-bar I’ and the side
boxes H* which are provided at H2 with spurs
to bite into the extensions C? of the handles
so the loops H may be secured to the exten-
sions C* without the necessity of any separate
fastenings. I also provide a buckle I for ad-
justing the straps A’. Thege buckles may be
of the construction shown in detail in Figs. 6
and 9, having a cross-bar I, to which one end
of the strap A’ may be secured by a_loop o',
as shownin Fig. 6, so the strap can be readily
secured to and detached from the cross-bar I’
of the buckle, the opposite end of the buckle
being provided with the guide-slot I?, having
a guarded opening I3 at one end and rough-
ened or toothed, as shown at I%, to prevent
the slipping of the strap through it when ad-
justed for use, as shown in Figs. 1 and 6.

Thebasket may be used for any desired pur-
pose and will be found useful for carrying
water for campers or others, being especially
adapted for such purpose.

‘Having thus deseribed my invention, what
Iclaim as new, and desire to secure by Letters
Patent, is—

1. The basket herein deseribed, consisting
of the flexible collapsible body, the body-
frame composed of two members each having
side bars and cross-bars at one end and the
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side bars of the two members being pivoted ’

together between their ends, and the cross-
bars thereof being connected with the oppo-
site ends of the body at the top thereof, the
bows constituting the handle-frame having
their arms pivoted to the side bars of the
body-frame and extending beyond said pivots,
the straps connecting the extremities of such
extensions with the bottom of the basket-
body, a clasp connecting the handle-bows at

the crown thereof, and the cross-braces piv-

oted at one end to the side bars of one mem-
ber of the body-frame, and ratchets on the
side bars of the other member of the body-
frame for engagement by the free end of said
brace-bars, substantialiy as set forth.

2. A basket having a collapsible body, and
a body-frame and handle-frame, one of said
frames being connected with the top of the
body at the opposite ends thereof only, the
sides of the top of the body being free and
flexible and the other frame being connected
with the bottom of said body whereby said
frames may distend the body at the top and
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bottom thereof in the adjustment of the bas-

ket for use, substantially as set forth. -

3. The combination with the collapsible
basket-body, of the body-frame composed of
members pivoted together and having their
cross-bars connected with the top of the bas-
ket-body at the ends thereof, and the handle-
frame havingits sections pivoted to the mem-
bers of the body-frame and extended below
said pivot outside of the basket-bodyand con-
nected with the lower portion of the body, sub-
stantially as set forth.

4. The combination with the body, of the
body-frame composed of members pivoted
together and connected with the body at the
top thereof, and the handle-frame composed
of sections pivoted to the members of the
body-frame, and straps connecting the body
at theseveral corners thereof with.the handle-
frame, substantially as set forth.

5. The combination with a collapsible body
and a body-frame for distending the same at
its top, of a handle-frame connected with the
body-frame and extending along the outside
of the basket-body and arranged to distend the
body at its bottom, substantially as set forth.

6. The combination with the body and the
body-frame composed of members pivoted

together, of the brace-rods operating between

the members of the body-frame, the handle-
frame having its sections pivoted to the mem-
bers of the body-frame, and connections be-
tween the body-frame members and the sec-
tions of the handle-frame and the body, sub-
stantially as set forth.

7. The combination with a collapsible bas-
ket-body and the frame therefor, of a handle-
frame composed of sections having portions
extending along the outside of the basket-

‘body to points approximately opposite the

bottom of the body, and means connecting
the said outside portions of the handle-frame
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with the basket-body whereby the handle can
operate to distend the bottom of the basket-
body, substantially as set forth..

8. A basket comprising the basket-body
and the body-frame composed of members
having side barsand cross-bars, and the angu-
lar joint-pieces connecting the side bars and
eross-bars at the corners of the body-frame
members and channeled to receive the said
bars, substantially as set forth.

9. A basket having a collapsible body com-.

posed of flexible material, a frame for sup-
porting said body from its top, a frame for
distending said body at its bottom, and flexi-
ble connections or straps between the bottom
of the body and the frame, substantially as
set forth. , .

10. A basket composed of a flexible collap-
sible body and body-frame therefor composed
of folding members, and the handle-frame for
said basket projecting above the basket-body
and also composed of folding members and
extending along the outside of the basket-
body, substantially as set forth.

11. The combination in a folding basket, of
the collapsible body, the body - frame com-
posed of members pivoted together and con-
nected with the top of the basket at its oppo-
site ends, and the handle-frame composed of
members pivoted to the members of the body-
frame and having portions extended outside
of and eonnected with the bottom of the bas-
ket-body, and means for bracing the members
of the body-frame apart, substantially as set
forth.

12. The combination of the collapsible
basket-body, a body-frame therefor, a frame
for distending said body at its bottom, straps

3

between the bottom and distending -frame,
and buckle devices for adjusting the said

{ straps, substantially as set forth.

13. A basket composed of a flexible collap-
sible body, abody-frame, a distending-frame
having portions extending outside of the
basket-body, and straps connected with the
basket-body at the opposite corners thereof
and extending thence diagonally outward and
secured to the distending-frame substantialy
as set forth. _

14. The combination in afolding basket of
the flexible collapsible body,the handle-frame
composed of the members pivoted betiween
their ends.and having portions extending
above the basket-body to form a handhold
and portions extending along the outside of
the basket-body, and devices connecting the
latter portions with the bottom of the basket-
body substantially as set forth.

15. A basket composed of a flexible body, a

distending-frame having portions extending

along the outside of the body and straps con-
necting the basket-body with thedistending-
frame substantially as set forth. »
16. The combination of the flexible basket-
body, a body-frame, ahandle-frame composed
of bows pivoted tothe body-frame and having
their upper bow portions arranged to jointly
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form a handhold and their lower portions ex- . .

tended outside the flexible body and connec-
tions between the said lower portions and the
flexible body substantially as set forth.

THOMAS J. LANGSTON.

Witnesses:
Soron €. KEMON, .
PeERRY B. TURPIN.
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