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1 Clalm.
l.

Thi§ mventlon relates to means for d1spensmg

packaged food, and more particularly to & pack-
aged food contamer especxally adapted for use
With deep freeze food cabinets.
_As is well known fo vetailers and consumers
and -others havmg ‘cecasion 1o use the cohven-
tional deep freeze food oabmets hoth the placibg
w1th1n the cabxnet and the removal therefrom of
packages of food are attended with certain in-
¢onveniences.. For example in the absence’ of
the provision of se‘earate package containérs,
which may ke 1oaded 0uts1de of the cabinet and
then placed therem the pacl'age loadmg or stack-
lng must be carﬂed out by hand, neeess1tat1ng
1epet1t ous exeztmns on the paxt of the loader
On the other ‘hand, the purchaser of consumer in
chtaining 2 des1red package from one of the
package stacks must bengd over and reach into
the cabinet; part1cular1y if the stack is Tairly well
depleted Other obvmus d1sadvantacres will e1the1
be khown or will- oceur to those having some
fam1har1ty wrth food cabinet usage

It ig the purpose and intendment of the present
1nvent10“1 to m1t1gate the problems and 1ncon-
Vemences of the abové-mentioned tyne encoun-
tered in the use of frozen food lockers or deep
freeze cabinets by prov1d1ng a package container
adapted to hold a stack of packdges and embody-
ing means for moving the stack upwardly in the
contalner to mamtam the tormost package of
thestack at the top or upper end of the container,
at vvh1ch posrt1on it is readily accessible.

In summary, the packaee-contammg deV1ce of
the 1nvent10n comprlses an elongate casmg open
at its upper end and 50 dimensioned-as to ac-
commodate therein & stack of uniformly smed
food packages a platform member within the
casing upon whloh the package- stack is supported,
3 1ift member havmg a handle portion eytendmg
sufﬁmently above the upper epd of the casmg to
be freely grasped and havmg a foot portlon ex-
tendlng beneath the platform member in hftmg
relatlon thereto and cooperative and com'ole~
mentary stop means embodied in the inner walls
of the casmg and the s1des 03. the nlatfmm Y
ber adaptmg the latter woon being raised-fo a
select1ve p051t10n throuch manually caused up-
ward movement of the 1ift member to be retained
in said position against downward movement.

The lift member, whén nhot in actual use to raise.

the platform member; rests egamst the nottom of
the casing, thus insuring that $hé upper end of
the handlé portion thereof will not impede the
closyre of the cabinet door. The casing is pref-

erably three sided, havmg apn open lront gide, 55 as

w1th package retammg means for the fourth side
belng in the form of short ”la”lges nteg1al With
the pair of opposit ely disposed side walls,  Aswill
hereinafter appear, the short flanges constituting
the fourth side of the casing may be discontinu-
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ous or notched to enable the removal from the
c
"as when B, miscellaneous ‘group Of packages is

'ng of other than the top package ‘of the stack,

carrled Within the casing.

Other ‘o) ects ard ‘advantages of the invention
w111 appear from the ‘following description taken
in comunctron With the drawmf’s forming part
of this’ spemﬁcatmn and it which:

"1gure 1is o Viex in Tront elevation of a package
holder dev1ce embodymg the ‘sttbject” invention,
with: 4 portion of the side wall being shown in
section;

. Figure 2 5% tbp plan’ Vview of the device of
Fxgure 13

Fxgure 3§
devme of Fit

Flguive 4158 v1ew ine front elevation of & modi-
‘ied form of the package holder device;

‘re 5 1s an enlarged v1ew m bottom plan of

F1guzé

D ckage holder, With the cas1ng ﬁanges broken
away ‘and showmg the’ package support member
in tilted posxtmn for lowerlng and
F1gure71""‘

top plan view of a plurahty of banks or TOWS of
the packave holder ‘dévices in place within a
Heep frééze cabmet

) Reférring 6~ the drawmgs for more specific
detalls of the 1nvent10n, the casmg or contalner
proper, mchcated generally dt 10; comprises rear
Wall §2, 5idé Walls 18 and I6; front fanges {8
8 d¢25 and a bottom wall 22 having integral
therewith & dependent per1pheral flange 24 se-
dured to theé frofit and §dé walls and to the
ﬁanges (8- and 2!) Hs By rivets 28. The walls

12, (4 and (8 and the, flanges 18 and 20 are
pri formed Gut of & unitary sheet of metal,
such as aluminumn. For the purpose of handling

or ‘carrying t‘oe casrng there is p1ov1ded 3 bail-
type ‘handlé 28 shown as bemg pivetally rmounted
in opposed hpertityes 30 of the side walls §8 and

J support the packages 32 in mov-
able" relat1on jmthm tiié container or casing 190
there i§- provided & platform member or saddle
1nd1cat” generally 4t 38 gnd comprising the
t ansvers or horlzontal plansr portion 2§ hav-
i & 1ntegra1 there\mth a palr of opposrtelv dis-

ment w1th thé bottom wall 22 qupport the ncn -
tion 3% in spaced relatlon above said wall 22.
For the pulp S8 of ralsmg the platform mem-
b TkAEES 32 carried thereby so
% avallable at the upper
open. end of the contamer the topimost package
,ack, there 1s provrded & lift member,
C rally at-40, omprising & vertically
"dlsposed handle portich 42 provided with & finger
orifice #4 and a horizontally disposed foot por-
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tion 46 extending beneath the platform mem-
ber 36 and between the foot flanges 38 therefor.
As the lift member is manually moved upwardly
the platform member and packages carried
thereby are correspondingly raised.

Means are provided in the package holder de-
vice for retaining the platform member 34 at

the level to which it has been raised, i. e. to .

prevent a downward or return movement of said
member, and we have shown such means as tak-
ing the form of a pair of oppositely disposed
metal strips 48, secured, as by rivets.58, to the
inside surfaces of the side walls I8 and {8, pro-
vided with correspondingly spaced apertures 52,
and a pair of oppositely disposed latching spin-
dles 54 mounted at the underside of the plat-
form member 34, as within the offset channel
porticn 58 of bracket B8 secured, by rivets 69,
to the platform member, and yieldingly urged
outwardly, under the action of compression
spring 62, through apertures 64 in foot flanges
32 into engagement with locking apertures 52.
The ends of the latching spindles are appro-
priately bevelled at their upper sides to allow

the eamming of the same inwardly by the upper ¢

edges of a set of apertures 52 against the ac-
tion of spring 62 when the platform member is
raised from one position to another.

The containers (8 are preferably of shghtly
less height than the internal height of the com-
partment of the deep freeze cabinet 6§, shown
in Figure 6, to allow for the protrusion above
the container of the tip of the handle portion
of the lifting member and, possibly, for the height
of the bail-type handle 28, if the latter is rigidly
fixed In a vertical position rather than being

. pivotally mounted, as shown. Since the Iiff
member when not in actual use assumes the
position shown in Figure 1, it will be seen that
regardless of the position of the platform mem-
ber the lift member will not impede or block
the closure of the cabinet door, which, con-
ventionally, is located in the top of the cabinet
and is pivotable ahout a horizontal axis.

It will be noted that Figure 1 shows the handle
portion of the lift member as being provided
with numbers 1-12, corresponding in number and
spacing to the number and spacing of food pack-
ages occupying the casing of Figure 1.  These

numbers are a definite aid to the person, such |,

as a driver-salesman, whose job it is to service
the package holders within the frozen food cabi-
net. He may use the numbered lift member as
a package level gauge, and, by lifting said mem-
ber until it engages the platform member, may

read the lowermost number disclosed as a true

indication of the number of packages which must
be placed within the holder to refill it.

When the stack of packages within a con-
tainer has been exhausted, the container may
be manually lifted out of the cabinet by means
of the handle 28 preparatory to reloading. 'The
platform member 34 may then be lowered to
the bolftom of the container by lifting and tilt-
ing it to free the latching spindles 54 from en-
gagement with the apertures 52 followed by a
manual lowering of the platform member while
in its tilted position to the bottom . of the. con-
tainer. Figure 7 illustrates the platform mem-
ber in tilted position ready for lowermg to the
bottom of the container.

The modification of the device of Figure 4 dif-
fers from that of Figures 1-3 only in the form of
the package retaining flanges corresponding to
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flanges 18 and 20 of the above-described em-
bodiment of the invention. The flanges of the
container of Figure 4 are comprised, respectively,
of a plurality of spaced apart ears {8 and {29,
with the spacing therebetween being slightly in
excess of the thickness or depth of a food pack-
age 32. The flange ears {18 and 120 are so dis-
posed that each pair of opposed ears is in over-
lying relation to a pair of adjacent packages,
thus preventing accidental removal of the pack-
ages, or protrusion of the same, through the
open front of the confainer. The flange ar-
rangement of Figure 4 is particularly adapted
for use with a miscellaneous stack of packages,
i. e, one in which the packages, while identical
as to size, contain different food contents. In
such event the purchaser who desires a par-
ticular package within the stack may obtain the
same without the necessity of removing from the
container. the packages above the desired one.
By simply raising the stack, by means of the
handle portion 42 of the lift member, the rela-
tively slight distance necessary to align the
desired package with the space between adja-
cent pairs of flange ears, the package may then
be removed through said space.

While an embodiment of the invention, as
well as a modified form of said embodiment have
been shown and described, it is to be understood
that the scope of the invention is to he limited
only by the scope of the appended claim.

What we claim as new and desire to obtain
by Letters Patent is:

Food package holding and dispensing appa-
ratus comprising a casing open at the upper
end and at the front side thereof and adapted
to accommodate therein a stack of packages, a
member normally supported by the bottom of
said casing and having a platform surface in
spaced relation to said casing bottom adapted to
support said package stack, a lifting member for
said package supporting member comprising a
handle portion extending above the upper end of
sald casing, one way stop means comprising com-

5~ Plementary means carried by said casing and said

package supporting member adapted upon the
raising of said member a predetermined distance
by said lifting member to retain said member
against downward movement from the position
to which it is raised, and a plurality of spaced
pairs of package retaining flange members at
the front side of said casing adapted when said
package supporting member is in. a position of
engagement with said casing to prevent the re-
moval cf packages through the front side of said
casing, with adjacent flange pairs being spaced
apart a sufficient distance to enable the removal
therebetween of a package when said package
supporting member has been raised gz predeter-
mined portion of the' distance to its next posi-
tion of engagement with the casing.

GERALD SIMONIAN,
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