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o all whom it may concern.:

Be it known that I, HENRY J, SMALL, a citi-
zen of the United States, residing at Sac-
ramento, Sacramento county, State of Cali-
fornia, have invented an Improvement in
Weight-Indicators and Card-Clips for Rail-
road-Cars; and Ihereby declare the following
to be a full, clear, and exact deseription of the
same.

My invention relates to a device which I
call a “weight-indicator and card-clip attach-
ment for railway-cars.” :

It consists of a rectangular frame attached
to the car, having suitable guide-openings for
the reception of indicating letters and figures,
andin conjunction therewith of a spring-clip
by which cards are held in position npon the
car,

It also consists in certain details of con-
struction, which will be more fully explained
by reference to the accompanying drawings,
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Figure 1 is a perspective view of the de-
vice. Fig.2isa vertical section taken through
the device. . '

This device provides a means forindicating
tare weight of cars and is intended to be sub-
stituted for the present method of stenciling
such weight on the car-body with paint, and
as the weights of the cars vary at different
seasons considerable delay and expense are
caused when paint and stencils are used.
Combined with this weight-indicator is a clip
for holding cards, such as are usually at-
tached to cars when they are sent from one
point to another, and which are usually fast-
ened with tacks ornails. This device enables
me to readily place cards in position or re-
move them and hold them firmly while they
are in place and to change the figures indi-
cating the weight of the car with rapidity.

A is a rectangular frame, preferably of
malieable iron, so constructed as to receive
and securely hold in place letters and figures
B, which designate the station at which the
car was last weighed, weight of the car, and
the date of such weighing. These letters and
figures may be stamped out of thin sheet
metal, stiff paper or pasteboard, or other suit-
able material for the purpose. The- figures
and letters may be raised and embossed, or,
as shown in the present case, they may be cut
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through in'the form of a stencil. The plates
through which these letters and figures are
cut are of such size as to slip readily into the
space or channel formed beneath the rectan-
gular frame, and they may be held by the
frame itself when the latter is drawn down by
the serews C, which hold it in blace. These
screws beingloosened and one of them at one
end being removed the letters and figures
can be easily slipped out and others intro-
duced in their place. In order to properly
guide these figures to insure their being put
in right side up and to hold them more firmly
when they are in place, T make g groove or
channel, as shown at D, extending longitudi-
nally along either the top or boftom of the
rectangular frame on theinside. This groove
or channel may be made narrow and deep
enough to receive the correspondingly up-
turned edges of the stencil-plates, if they are
made of metal; orit'may be made in the form
of a segmental or angular depression, which
is easily formed when the frame is cast, and
the plates B upon which the letters and fig-
ures are cunt or formed may have a corrve-
spondingly-shaped raised portion, which will
insuretheirbeing fitted intothe place properly
and will serve as an -additional lock or safe-
guard to prevent their being easily removed.

If the letters and figures are stamped or cut

out, as here shown, the background within
the rectangular frame may be painted white
or other conspicuous color, or a piece of bright
tin may be inserted under the figures or any
other arrangement made which will showthem
prominently. The upper part of the frame

may have cast upon it words indicating the.

station where last weighed, the weight, and
the month and year when the weight was
taken, as shown. Upon the upper part of
this rectangular frame are formed two up-
wardly-projecting lugs E, placed equidistant
from the center of the frame and adapted to
receive the ends of the card clip or holder F.
This is formed of spring-steel wire having
coils G made in it just above the lugs E, in
which the ends of the wire are secured, and
the upper portion of the wire is curved around
to any suitable or desirable shape to receive
and hold a card beneath it. At the central
top portion the wire is bent into a semicir-
cular loop K, which projects outwardly from
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the car-body,so as to afford ahandle by which
it can be readily drawn back for the purpose
of removing or inserting a card.

H H are short angular bends which are
made in the wire of the clip F atanysuitable
or desired points, and small corresponding
depressions are made in the wood-work of the
car just beneath them, into which they fall
when the clip is in place. A card being laid
under the clip, when the latter is forced by
its elasticity against the side of the car these
projections H will indent the card, pressing
it into the depressions in the side of the car,
thus holding it firmly in place without any
points or tacks,and it may be easily removed
and replaced by another at any time.

Having thus described my invention, what1
claim as new, and desire to secure by Letters
Patent, is—

1. A device for securing letters and figures
upon ecars, consisting of the rectangular open
frame with guides of channels adapted to re-
ceive plates havinglettersand figures marked
upon them and having depressed portions for
receiving similar portions of the plates and
locking the letters in place,and upwardly-pro-

jecting lugs formed upon the upper edge of
the frame, having sockets, into which the ends
of thespring-clamp F are inserted, said elamp
being held against the side of the car by its
own elasticity and confining the card in place,
substantially as herein described.

9. A device for securing letters and figures
upon cars, consisting of the rectangular open
frame seeured to the car, having grooves or
channels within which letters or figures may
be inserted and held in place, upwardly-pro-
jecting lugs upon the top of this frame with
sockets formed in them, an elastic wire hold-
ing-clip having the ends inserted into the
sockets, lugs H, formed by bending said wire
inwardly, and corresponding depressions on
the car-body, into which said lugs fit, and a
curved segment K, serving as a handle by
which the clip may be lifted from its place,
substantially as herein deseribed.

In witness whereof I have hereunto set my
hand.

HENRY J. SMALL.

Witnesses:
G. W. PEER,
B. A. WORTHINGTON.
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