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To all whom it may concern: 
Be it known that I, WASHINGTON G. CAIN, 

of Tyler, in the county of Smith and State of 
Texas, have invented a new and Improved 
Bale-Tie, and to be applied to other things, 
such as barrels, tubs, bracelets, and ladies 
garters; and I hereby declare the following 
to be a full, clear, and exact description there 
of, reference being had to the accompanying 
drawings, in which 

Figure 1 is a view of the ends of the blanks 
for the tie. Fig. 2 shows the tie interlocked. 
Fig. 3 shows the tie in act of locking. 
The object of my invention is to avoid the 

use, in a bale tie, of any buckle or intermedi 
ate piece whatever to fasten together the ends 
of the hoop, and leave the entire tie in one 
piece. 
My invention consists in providing the flar 

ing end of a cotton-bale band with shoulders, 
So that when the clasping-ears on the other 
end are engaged on the flaring end the edges 
of the ears will rest against said shoulders, as 
hereinafter set forth. 
In order that those skilled in the art may 

make and use my invention, I will proceed to 
describe the mainer in which I have carried 
it out. 

In the said drawings, A is the hoop, having 
its ends stamped outin about the shape shown 
in the blank, Fig. 1. Ears at at are left at the 
sides of the hoop at one end, B, and flaring 
corners at at at the other end. Shoulders af' 

a' are made on this flaring end C, so that the 
strain on the tie will be directly lateral and 
against the edges b' b' of the grooved catches 
cc. The ears a, at are then brought over, so 
as to form grooved catches c c, Fig. 2, the 
opening between the catches flaring from a to ac'. 
The end C has its Wedge shape to correspond 
to the lines of the inside of the grooved catches 
c c, and the distance between the inside edges 
of the catches is sufficient to allow the main 
width of the hoop yy to pass between them. 
When the bale is in the press the hoop is 

passed around it, and the ends brought to 
gether with the grooved catches c c under 
neath, and the main width of the hoop passed 
between the grooves. The expansion of the 
bale then draws the flared end into the catches, 
and it is wedged there, and the edges l'b' held 
firmly against the shoulders a'a', being una 
ble to pass through. This secures the bale. 
Having thus described my invention, what 

I claim as new, and desire to secure by Letters 
Patent, is 

In a bale-tie the flaring end C, provided 
with shoulders a' a', in combination with the 
end B, provided with turned-down grooved 
ears c c, substantially as described, and for the 
purpose set forth. 

WASHINGTON G. CAIN. 
Witnesses: 

WILLIE L. CAIN, 
JNO. C. ROBERTSON. 

  


