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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, CORNELIUS VAN DER-
ZEE, a citizen of the United States, residing
in the city and county of Albany, State of
New York, have invented a new and useful
Device for Adjusting and Holding Ropes, of
which the following is a specification.

My invention relates to an improvementin
holding or loeking devices for ropes; and the
object of my invention is to produce a simple
device by which ropes used in an extended
position, as clothes-lines, hammock-ropes, or
ropes used for similar purposes where it is
desired to readily tighten or loosen a rope
and hold it secured oradjusted, maybe drawn
tight and locked in such position and readily
released and locked or secured in any desired
state of suspension. I attain this object by
means of the mechanism illustrated in the
accompanying drawings, in which—

Figure 1 is a plan view of my device with
a rope attached. Tig. 21isasectional view of
Fig. 1 at 11.

Similarlettersrefertosimilar parts through-
out both views. :

A is a rectangular frame having one end
round to form a pivot F, as shown in Fig. 2,
and the other end G is constructed to have
the rope R pass around it, as also shown in
Fig. 2.

B is a lever in the form of a segment of a
cam constructed to fit and turn on the pivot
F of the frame A as an axis and provided
with a hole C in an angle of the cam for one
end of the rope to be attached, the main part
of the lever B playing through the opening
of the frame A, so that when the rope secured
in the hole Cis tightened it will draw the
arm of the lever against the rope at the other
end of the opening in the frame A and so
wedge the rope against the end G as to hold
it securely.

One end of the rope Rissecured in thehole
C of the lever B, and after extending around
the pulleys, rings, or hooks which are to sup-
port the rope for whatever purpose it is used
the other end s, after passing through the
opening of the frame A, hangs loosely.

It will bereadily seen that by drawing down
on the loose end r of the rope it will tend to
draw up and tighten the rope R, and also at
the same time will draw the lever B against
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the rope R so as to wedge it tight against the
end G of the frame A, and thus hold it locked
in a secure position, and the more weight
applied to the rope the more firmly will it be
held in position. When the weight is re-
moved, the rope can be readily released by
pressing down the lever B from contaet with
the rope R and the rope allowed to run
through the opening and be adjusted and
locked in any desired position.

The end E of the lever B, which partly en-
circles and turns upon the end F of the frame
A, is made with an opening sufficiently large
to allow the side of the frame A to pass
through in placing it upon the pivotalend F,
as shown in Fig. 2. Thus the frame A and
the lever B may be cast in two separate
pieces, and the end E of thelever passed over
and upon the end F of the frame, and then
the body of the lever, including the part con-
taining the hole C, passed through the open-
ing of the frame A until the loose end of the
lever bears against the end G of the frame.
‘When in this position, the rope is attached in
the hole C and the lever works freely on the
pivotalend F of the frame withoutany danger
of becoming disconnected. Madein this form
my device is very inexpensive and effective.

‘What Iclaim as my invention, and desire
to secure by Letters Patent, is—

In a device for holding a rope, the combi-
nation of the rectangular frame A cast in one
solid piece, one end of which is constructed
in the form of a pivot ¥, and the other end
G adapted tohold arope when pressed against
it, with a lever B constituting a segment of a
cam, one end of the lever being constructed
to fit and turn upon the pivotal end of the
frame A and partially encirecle said end, but
provided with an opening sufficiently large
to pass over the side of the frame in placing
it upon the pivotal end, said lever being also
provided with a hole C at its angle, in which
a rope may be inserted and the other end of
the lever adapted tobear against a rope pass-
ing around the end G of the frame A, sub-
stantially as deseribed and for the purpose
set forth.

CORNELIUS VAN DERZEE.

Witnesses:

WALTER E. WARD,
GRACE T. MANY.
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