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To all whom it may concern :

Be it known that I, Oscar F. ONEKEN, a
citizen of the United States, and residing at
Cincinnati, Hamilton county, State of O io,
have invenied a certain new and useful
Auxiliary Table-Top; and I do declare the
following to be a clear, full, and exact de-
scription of the invention, attention being
called {o the accompanying drawing, with
the reference characters marked thereon,
which forms also a part of this specification.

This invention relates to auxuiary table-
tops which are appliances provided for tem-
porary use in connection with regular tables,
to furnish a top of sufficient size for them in
cases where the top of such a table is not
large enough to serve for certain purposes
as for instance when a number of persons
are to be accommodated which is larger
than could otherwise be seated around the
same table. By having this auxiliary top
removable, the regular table becomes avail-
able again whenever this larger top ‘is not
needsd_any rmore and the encumbrance is
avoided caused by the requirement of space
which a larger fable would otherwise oc-
cupy and for which there is only limited
use. o

The invention relates to certain features
of coustruction and arrangement of such a
fop and particularly of the means whereby
1t may be detachably. connected to the top
vt an ordinary table whenever it is used.

in the following specification and partic-

g nlarly pointed out in the claims at the end

thereof, will be found a full description of
my .invention, together with its manner of
use, parts and construction, which latter is
also 1lustrated in the accompanying draw-
ing, in which :—

Higure 1, shows in side-elevation the
upper part of a customary table with my
auxiliary top in position on the top thereof,

" parts of it being broken away and shown in
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section.  Fig. 2, shows my auxiliary top
partly from its upper side and partly from

~below. Figs. 8 and 4, in top views at re-

85

Guced scale illustrate use of my auxiliary
top in connection with tables having tops of
various shapes. Fig. 5, shows the under-
side of a top somewhat modified as to its
arrangement. Fig. 6, is an enlarged detail
section and shows the hinged edges of the
top illustrated in Fig. 2. Tig. 7, is an en-
larged detail view of the clamping device
which I use to hold my auxiliary top' de-

o~

tachabl{ in position on the top of an ordi-
nary table, : '
The shape of my auxiliary top is not ma-
terial and it may be polygonal, rectangular,
or round which latter shape is preferred as
accommodating the largest number of per-
sons. Nor is the shape of the top of the
table on which my auxiliary top is to be
supported of any consequence, since the ar-
rangement of my attaching-means is such
as to permit their adjustment to a table-top
of any shape,
rectangular as shown in Fig, 4, the dotted
lines in each case indicating the shape of the
supporting table-top. Since economy in
space taken up by such auxiliary devices,
when not in use, is essential, I prefer to
make my top in sections, connected to per-
mit folding flatwise against each other, so

that very little space is required for its
“storage while not in use. :

When needed, the top is placed upon any
suitable  table available, fhis latter then
merely serving as a support for the former.
It is held in position on such a -table, for
the time being, by adjustable devices pro-
vided on its under-side. Such a top should
be made as light as possible, to facilitate its
handling for placing in position, or for re-
moval to a place of storage. . For such pur-
pose light wood of limited thickness should
be used, or still better a composite top is pro-
vided consisting of a comparatively thin sheet
of suitable material like paste-board, or ve-
neer-board, which forms the top proper and
which is attached to the upper surface of a
skeleton-frame whereby this top-board is sup-

round as shown in Fig. 8, or
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orted and strengthened.. The devices where- -

Y this top is attached to the table are secured
to this skeleton-frame and supported be-
tween the members thereof.. This skeleton-
frame, for which wood is the most prefer-
able material, is constructed in any suitable
way, the arrangement depending on the
shape which the top is to have and on the

number of sections of which it is composed.’

I have shown the preferable round shape

and as illustrated in Figs. 1, 2, 8 and 4, T

arrange the top in two semi-circular sec-
tions. The construction of these sections
and of the skeleton-frame for each is as
follows: At the edges where the sections are
hinged together, I provide a rail A, which
is as long as the particular edge of each sec-
tion thereat and in length substantially

equal to the length of the diameter of the
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top.’ Thg hinges B whereby the sections are

- connected to each other are attached to those

10

sides of these rails which abut when the
sections are in normal, top-forming posi-
tion, as shown in Figs. 1 and 2. By reason
of this_particular. function and location, I

~call ‘these rails, hinge-rails. Midway from

éach” of these rails: ‘and opposite. their

' hinged-sides,.there extends at right angles,
sanother- rail. C. . Transverse rails D are
angularly - arranged between these - rails:

ey mentioned as shown and connected to them.

-A shorter rail E extends outwardly from

" esich of these transverse rails, -

o
.. .arranged and their outer ends-terminate in_
“a manner to permit a rim-rail F to be con-

" Rails A, Cand E are substantially radlally

. -nected to these ends in such-a manner that

20

- when connected it forms the outer edge of

the table top of a semi-circular outline,
The connection of these rails at-their ends

~to each other to form the skeleton-frame

© 25

80

may be in any suitable manner. by nails,

- screws, mortise and tenon, glue,ete.: Allparts
-of this skeleton-frame are of equal thick-
- ness so that upper and lower surfaces of the
_rails -composing it are all in one" plane,
“which

lanes form substantially an' upper
and a lower frame-surface. To the upper

surface of this frame there is connected the |
“top »ﬁroper, composed as before stated, of
suita

le light material like paste-board, or

~.veneer-board. This top is shown at G, and

. 88

S designate it hereinafter as the board or
top-board. It is secured on its under-sur-

- ~face to the top-surface.of the skeleton-
- frame, glue being preferably used for its
s~ .connection to the rails thereof. There is

40

""" such ‘a top-board for each section of the |
top and ‘the outline of this.board ‘corre--|

- sponds substantially to:.the-outline of the

skeleton-frame pertaining to' this -section.

. One piece is preferably . used for & section,

: _.4.5:

e but this -is not essential and ‘it.. may: be
pieced, the, edges being joined upon any of”

the rails of the skeleton-frame. . The ‘outer

. edge of this board is parallel with the rim-
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rail and its inner edfe' is parallel with the
hinge-rail of the skeleton-frame.  These
edges-of the board may extend out even

“with the outer edges of each of these rails
and as shown at the rim-rail, see Figs. 1 and.
2. Or they may terminate on the upper

surface of these rails but inside of their
outer edges as shown in the case of the

‘hinge-rail, see Figs. 2 and-6. In such case

the thickness of the particular rail would be
increased ‘to the extent of that part of it
which is not covered by the board, .the in-
creased portion forming a ridge a equal in
height to the thickness of board G, so that
the upper surface of the.top remains never-
theless perfectly even. These ridges form
thus a protection for the edges of the top-
board and in case of the hinge-rails, they

,1?602’727 .

‘also ‘increase the thickness of the wood and

thereby add strength in a position where,

‘by reason -of -the presence of hinges B, such

additional ‘strength is most desirable. The

‘hinges are mortised into this thicker part

of the hinge-rails and between upper and
lower surfaces thereof, so that no part of
the. hinge projects beyond the upper or
lower surfaces of the top. : (See Fig. 6.)

. “When the sections of the top are com-

‘pleted. and. connected in the manmner de-
| seribed, a ‘finishing’ covering H, of flexible

material;: preferab.

in:one.pi

cloth, is applied and,
1ece; stretched over the top so as to

COVer a}l)l-the ‘gections thereof. This cover-

ing is attached at its outer edge to the edge
of the. top.in any suitable manner, or as
shown.  '(lue,- or round-headed tacks, or
both means combined, may serve as attach-
ing means.  When the top is opened out this
cloth covers and thereby obliterates the di-
vision ‘line between the sections of the top

and an integral unbroken surface is pre-

sented..

. To prevent injury to the top of the table
which serves as a support for this auxiliary -

top, the underside of this latter is cushioned
by strips .of cushioning material K, which
mag? be .cloth, and which is secured to the
underside of the top. The attachment is

-to the'underside of one or of all of the rails
.which compose the skeleton-frame, the par-

ticular rails being each provided with two
grooves %, on their underside, which receive
the .edges of these cushioning-strips. The
connection is preferably by glue. ;
~To hold this auxiliary top in position on
the top L of the table whereby it is sup-
ported, I providé a number of attaching-
evices  on the underside of ‘the top, four

-being a preferable number as shown. These

devices engage the underside of the sugf)ort-
ing. .table-top and they are adjustable to

meet the edges of this top and to suit the .

thickness thereof. 'These devices consist

substantially of clamping-jaws 10, fitted to

shanks 11 m-a manner to permit them to
slide longitudinally on them and arranged
so as to project from them at an angle which
permits them to reach under and engage the
underside of the table-top. The shanks are
screw-threaded and a nut 12 is mounted on

‘each below jaw 10 thereon, whereby the

jaws may be raised up against the under-
side of the top and secured thereat. One
or two, length-wise extending, flat-surfaces
are provided on the shanks and the jaws are
fitted to them as best shown in Fig. 7, the
object being to prevent them from turning
loosely on the shanks while nuts 12 below
them are manipulated. They are thus al-
ways held in proper position with reference
to the table-top, that is so that they remain
under the edge of the same, and ready to
engage it. Shanks 11 project from sleeves
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13 which are slidably mounted each upon a
rod 14. These rods are fixedly secured be-
low the top-board and parallel to the under-
side thereof. The ends of these rods are
embedded in the facing sides of two oppo-
site rails of the skeleton-frame. Any of the
rails most readily available may be used for
such purpose, Figs. 2 and 5, showing suit-
able arrangements.

Fig. 1, illustrates the application, each
shank 11 being shifted on rod 14 against the
edge of the table-top L, after which the pre-
viously lowered jaws 10 are raised and
tightened against the underside of top L by

5 means of nuts 12. The position of these

holding-means, with reference to the edge
of the supporting table, may be secured by
set-screws 15 so as to prevent lateral dis-
placement. By having at least one of the
inserted ends of rods 14 flat, said rods are
prevented from working loose on the rails
of the skeleton-frame between which they
are supported. The contacting surface of
jaws 10 may also be cushioned by a pad 16,

to prevent marring of the underside of"

table-top L.

. Procedure for detachment of the auxil-
iary toY is obvious. Nuts 12 and set-screws
15 are loosened, after which the fittings are
slid outwardly on rods 14 until jaws 10 are
clear of the edge of .the lower table-top.
The auxiliary top is then folded up, Fig. 6,
showing the inner portion of it after folded,
the cloth covering of the sections being be-
tween them. The shanks, swinging on rods
14, are finally turned down into the recesses
formed between the rails of the skeleton-
frame and board G and against the under-
side of this latter as shown in Fig. 2, so that
they are entirely out of the way. They are
held in this position by the re-tightening of
set-screws 15. In addition I provide bands
17 of elastic material arranged so that they
may be stretched over the end of shanks 11
when these latter are in this position, as
shown in Fig. 2. For such purpose they
are pulled aside and held so until the shanks
are lowered, after which the bands are re-
leased. Either one or both of these means
may be used. It will be noted that when

so_arranged, nothing projects beyond the
folded-up sections and the bulk of the
closed-up top has been reduced to the small-
est possible compass. '

Fig. 5, presumes to show a top of larger
dimensions which for this reason is ar-
ranged in four sections. The supporting ca-
pacity of the skeleton-frame has been in-
creased by providing more rails.  Each
quarter-section has in this case two hinge-
rails A, which join each other at right
angles. No hinges are provided however
between the hinge-rails of two adjoining
quarter-sections to permit this top to be
folded up in quarters. These two particular
sections fold each against and over the ad-
joining sections to which they are hinged,
cloth against cloth, after which the other
two sections, with these folded-up sections,
are folded up with their undersides against
each other. The arrangement of the hold-
ing-devices has also been modified in this
case as to location. ,

Having described my invention, I claim
as new: :

1. An auxiliary table-top adapted to rest
upon- another top, the same consisting of a
top-board and of a sustaining-frame com-
posed of rails, rods supported between op-
posite rails of this frame and below the top-
board thereon, sleeves mounted on these rods
in a manner to have a rotary as well as lon-

itudinal adjustment thereon and holding-
cgi_:avices carried by these sleeves. _

" 2. An auxiliary table-top adapted to rest
upon another top, holding-means adjustably
arranged to effect engagement with the sup-
porting top, said holding-means being hing-
edly connected to the underside of the auxil-
iary top and adapted to lie against the un-
derside of said top when the same is not in
use and elastic bands adapted to engage

these holding-means to hold them in this

position,
. In testimony whereof, I hereunto affix my
signature in the presence of two witnesses.
OSCAR F. ONKEN.
Witnesses: , ’
’ C. SpeNeEL,
“T. Le Beav.
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