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To all whom it may concerns 3

Be it known that I, JosEPH H. EASTMAN,
of Boston, in the county of Suffolk, State of
Massachusetts, have invented a new and use-
ful Improvement in Clasps; and I hereby de-
clare that the following is a full, clear, and ex-
act description of the same, reference ‘being
had to the accompanying drawings forming a
part of this specitication, in which-=

Figure 1 is a perspective view of my im-
proved clasp. Fig. 2 is a front view of the
same, enlarged. Iig. 3 is a transverse sec-
tiltl)nal view, showing the double-headed pin or
slide. -

Like letters refer to like parts in the dif-
ferent figures of the drawings.
~ The object of my invention is to furnish a
neat, cheap, and effective portable clasp, which
can be used for a great variety of purposes,

- such as hanging or supporting towels, or arti-

cles of like nature, without injury to the fabric;
for desk use in filing letters and papers tempo-
rarily ; for hanging up hats, caps, and small
parcels in the cars ; attaching tags to clothing,
rolls of cloth, and other goods; and also in the
construction of stocking-supporters and sus-
penders.

+ In Fig.1, A B is apiece of sheet metal, bent,
as shown in Fig. 3, to form the jaws of the
clasp, the upper jaw, A, being turned or bent

downwardly into a lip, the lower jaw being

straight and extending somewhat beyond the
upper jaw. C is a metal ring disposed in the
hinge of the clasp, and is used for supporting
or hanging up the same whenever required.
Through the jaws A B there are correspond-
ing longitudinal slots, in. which is arranged a

.double-headed pin or slide, E. At each end of
these slots, and at other parts of the same, as

may be required, and on the outer surfaces of
the jaws, are- small depressions or counter-
sinks, into which the heads of the pin or slide
X fall as the pin is moved back and forth in
the slot, the body of the clasp being constructed
of elastic sheet metal, and so bent or formed
as to have a constant tendency to spring apart
voluntarily, so that when the slide E-is at the
end of the slot nearest the ring C the clasp
will open to its fullest extent. If, when the
clasp is thus open, the article it is desired to
hold or grasp be inserted between the jaws A

B, and the slide B be pushed toward the end
of the clasp opposite the ring C, the heads of
the slide will come into contact with the jaws
A B, as it is moved along, and will gradually
close the mouth of the clasp upon the article
to be held, as will be readily understood. The
body part or jaws of the clasps being of elastic
sheet metal, when the lip 2 of the upper jaw
is firmly pressed upon the articlein the mouth
of the clasp by means of the slide E having
advanced—for instance, to the middle of the
slot—it’ now the slide is pushed still farther to-
ward the mouth of the clasp, the heads of the
slide or pin will be forcibly brought into con-
tact with the outer surfaces of the jaws, spring-

{ing or bending them downward or inwardly

until the pin or slide reaches a point in its
course corresponding with a countersink or
depression, D, when the expansive action of
the parts A B will cause the heads of the slide
to fall into the depressions on either side of
the clasp, thus locking it, and also preventing
the pin from being accidentally slipped or
pushed back toward the ring C, by which the

jaws or mouth of the elasp would be allowed

to open, and the article being held escape.

I am aware that a patent was granted to S.
K. Ellis, of Waltham, in the State of Massa-
chusetts, April 8, 1873, for an improvement in
the clasps of stocking-supporters, said clasp
being constructed with twolips, one being plain
and the other provided with teeth, and shut-
ting past each other in closing, to which there
are many obvious objections. The Ellis clasp,
above referred to, also has guards or raised
stops struck up in the metal of which the
Jjaws are formed, and is provided with a slide
or hoop passing around the jaws on the out-
side of the same ; but one of the principal ob-
jections to this arrangement is that the top of
the stocking or article to be held is liable to.
be pushed too far into the clasp, so that when
the slide is attempted to be used .the clasp is’
found to be choked, and the jaws of the same
cannot be properly closed.

This objection is entirely obviated in my in-
vention by the use of the pin E passing down
through the jaws of the clasp, as shown, and
which, as it is moved along its slot toward the
mouth of clasp, operates to push the top of
the stocking, or whatever has been inserted
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into the clasp for the purpose of being held,
away from and out of the throat of the clasp,
thus allowing the jaws to be effectually closed.
Another objection to the Ellis elasp is the lia-
Dbility to tear the article being held by it, which
is overcome or obviated in my invention by
means of the straightlower jaw extending be-
yond the upper jaw, which has the lip, as
shown at 2, so that the article being grasped.

has a firm and even support as it rests against |

the lower jaw, said support being equally di-
vided by said lip, and is not cmmped by the
Jjaws, as in the Ellis clasp.

I, therefore, lay no claim to any part of the
invention described in said Letters Patent,
when in itself counsidered; but

What I do claim is—

The jaws A B, ring C, double-headed slide
E, and (,ounterbunk slot the whole being con-
Q.’cmcted combined, and used bubbt.mtmlly in
the manner and for the purposes set forth.

JOS. H. EASTMAN,

Witnesses:
: A. C. MURDOCK,
CHAS, LETTS.




