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This invention relates to a bi-level desk, and more
particulerly to a desk having a side case which may
alternatively be attachad at either side thereof.

Although previcus desks and side case arrangements
have been provided in which a side case could be attached
at either side of the desk, each such desk and side case
arrangement had certain disadvantages. In some arrange-
ments, it is necessary to provide four entirely separate
units, i.e., a desk having a drawer unit on the right side
and adapted to have a sids case attached to the left side
therecf, a desk having a drawer unit on the left side and
adapted to have a side case aitached to the right side
thereof, a side case adzpted to be attached to the right
side of a desk, and a side case adapted to be attached to
the left side of a desk. With these four units, two dif-
ferent desk and side case arrangements are possible,
but the cost of manufacture is unduly great because it
is mecessary to mavufacture four entirely different units.
A desk and side case has also bsen devised in which
the side case can be moved from one side of a desk to
the cther; however, this desk and side case is not com-
pletely reversibie since the drawer unit always remains
cn the same side of the desk. Thus, the side case can
either be attached to the side of the desk opposite the
drawer unit, or to the end of the desk adjacent the
drawer unit. Therefore, when the side case is attached
to the side of the desk opposite the drawer uait, it extends
rearwardly from the desk considerably farther than when
attached to the end adjacent the drawer unit. This dif-
ference in the effective length of the desk and side case
is often undesirable in office arrangements. Also, when
the side case is attached to the end of the desk adjacent
the drawer unif, the area of the side case at the end
of the desk is relatively inaccessible to anyone sitting st
the desk, and hence cannot be folly utilized. Further-
more, when the desk drawers are open, an additional
area of the side case is virtnally unusable.

Among the objects of this invention are to provide a
novel desk and side case arrangsment; to provide such a
desk and side case arrangement which are reversible; to

i ¢ case whichk has an interchamgeable top, so
case may be used at either side of the desk;

a desk and side case arrangement wherein
is interchangeable with the drawer unit
; to provide a side cass which forms a bi-level
n the desk top higher than the top of the side
se; to provide such a side case, the top of which is
ided with a paper rail; to provide 3 novel desk and

S for offices having
"¢ arrangements; to provide a reversible
arrangement for which only cnz desk
¢ unit need be manufactured, thereby
hereof; to provide a novel desk and
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tion will become apparent from the description which
fsllews, taken in conmjunction with the accompanying
drawings, in

is invention in which the side case
right side of the desk and the drawer

is attached af the
unit is mounted at the left side;
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FIG. 2 is a perspective view, similar to FIG. 1, but
with the side case attached at the left side of the desk
and the drawer unit mounted on the right side;

FIG. 3 is an end elevation, on an enlarged scale, of
the desk and side case arrangement of FIG. 1;

FIG. 4 is a top plan view of the desk aud side case
arrangement as shown in FIG. 3;

FIG. 5 is a front elevation of the side case with the
storage unit, legs, spacer and top removed;

FIG. 6 is a horizontal section, looking downwardly
and taken along line 6—6 of FIG. 5;

FIG. 7 is a vertical section taken along line 7—7 of
FIG. 5, with certain screw holes enlarged for clarity of
illustration;

FIG. 8 is a top plan view of the side case as shown
in FIG. 5;

FIG. 9 is a top plan view of a top for the side case;

FIG. 10 is an end elevation of the top of FIG. 9;

FIG. 11 is an enlarged, fragmentary end elevation of
the front portion of the corner of the top of FIG. 10;

FIG. 12 is an enlarged fragmentary cross section of the
corner of the top of FIG. 10, taken along line 22—12 of
FIG. 9;

FIG. 13 is a tep plan view of the spacer for the side
case of FIG. §;

FiG. 14 is a side elevation of the spacer of FIG. 13;
and

FIG. 15 is a fragmentary, condensed horizontal section
showing the brackets used to join the side case and drawer
unit to a skirt on the desk.

In accordance with this invention, an arrangement
comprises a desk D and a side case S adapted to be
attached to the right side of the desk D at right angles
thereto and a drawer unit U at the left side of the
desk, as shown in FIG. 1, or with the side case S
attached at the left side of the desk and the drawer
unit U at the right side of the desk, as shown in FIG. 2.
The desk and side case arrangement may serve as either
s secretarial desk or an executive desk and may be made
of a solid wood, such as waluut or oak, with a protective
plastic coating, such as “Textolite.” Other types of
woods or veneer may be used, or the desk and side case
may bes made from metal, such as steel with an enamel
finish, if desired. The desk D includes a top 18 and a
skirt 11 exiending between the drawer unit U and side
case 8 to form a back for the desk, with the rear ends
of the drawer unit and side case, as in FIGS. 1 and 2
and shown in dotted lines in FIG. 4,

The drawer unit U comprises spaced side panels 14
and 15, which arve interconnected by a bottom panel. 16
and a top panel 17, as well as a rear panel 18 of FIGS. 4
and 15. These panels may be fastened together with suit-
able wood screws and triangular glue blocks at strategic
points along the adjoining edges thereof. Top panel 17
also conveniently provides space for a conventional slid-
able shelf 19, while the side panels 14 and 35 may be
provided with conventional guides or tracks for slidably
supporting drawers 28, each of which may be opened and
closed by a handle 21, The drawer unit U is conven-
iently secured to the underside of top 38 by means of
wood screws which extend up through top panel 17 and
into desk top 10. The side panel 14 or 15 of the drawer
unit, which is toward the center of the desk, is attached to
the end of skirt 1%, in a manner o be described later.

The drawer unit IJ and corresponding end of the desk is

supported by a bar 23 extending centrally beneath the
bottom panel 1§ of the drawer unit, as in FIG. 3, and
connected between a short leg 24 and a long leg 25, the
former extending up to and attached to the underside of
bottom panel 15 and the latter being spaced from the

- back of the drawer unit and extending up to and at-
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tached to the bottom of desk top 18, as in FIG. 3. Leg
25 is removably secured to ‘the underside of desk top

20, as by being attached by screws or belts and a bracket,

or in any other suitable manner. FEach leg has an ad-
justable foot 26 to compensate for any irregularities in
~the floor on which the desk is placed, so that it may be
. leveled.

As in FIGS. 1 and 2, a top 27 fits onto the side case
S, between the edge of desk D and the remote end of

¢ side case, while a spacer 28 is placed beneath the
top.16 of the desk and is disposed at one side of top 27.
‘The preferred constructions of side case top 27 and spacer
28, the former having a special overhanging front edge or
lip 29, as in FIG. 3, are described below. In general, top
27 and spacer 28 are interchangeable between the posi-

- tions shown in FIGS. 1 and 2, for which suitable provi-
~-sion, as described below, is made.

As in FIGS. 5-7, the side case S comprises a back panel
'30 having end panels 31 and 32 aitached thereto, as by
wood. screws and glue blocks. A lower shelf 33 extends

between end panels 3% and 32, abutting back panel 390,
‘and s secured thereto by glue blocks or wood. screws, or
both. An upper shelf or ledge 34, on which top .27
and spacer 28 are placed, also extends between end panels
31 and 32 -and abuis back 39, being spaced above and
parallel to shelf 33 but spaced from the upper edges of the
Jback .and end panels a short distance, so that back 3¢ will

form a paper rail 35, which prevents papers placed on -

the top.of the side case from sliding off at the back. Ledge
“34 also may be secured to the end panels and back panels
with glue blocks and wood screws. .

As in FIGS. 4 and 6, shelf 33 is provided with a recess
‘36 along the center, which provides.a knee hcle so that
a secretary or other person sitting at the desk may place
‘her legs under the top of the side case when writing or
performing other work thereon, with sufficiently wide end
sections 37 ‘and 38 upon one of which a storage unit 39

(%73
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35

.may rest: at the end opposite the desk D. The storage- -

unit_conveniently has a height equal to the spacing be-
tween shelf 33 and ledge 34, so that it fits between them
and rests upon end section 37 or 38. Thus, as in FIGS. 1
“and 3, when the side case S is attached to the right side
of desk D, the storage unit 39 rests on end section 38 of
. shelf 33, while when the side case S is attached to the
‘left side. of desk D, as in FIG, 2, storage case 39 rests
on end section. 37 of shelf 33. Storage unit 39 is thus
rectangular in shape and may be provided with one or
.more drawers and shelves on the inside, as well as with a
_door 4% having a handle 41, and may be used as a file
cabinet, to house a typewriter, .or for any other storage
purpose for which it is needed. If desired; various types
of storage units may be manufactured, all having the same
exterior dimensions, so that a purchaser may choose the
storage unit most suitable for the use intended. Remov-
able bolts or screws may extend upwardly through sec-
;tion 37 or 38 and into the bottom of storage unit 39, to
‘hold the latter in place, while additional screws may ex-
tend upwardly through the top of the storage unit 39
into ledge 34 for the same purpse.
~ The side case is supporied at the end under desk D
. by a bar 42 connected between a short leg 43 and a long
leg 44, which are conveniently identical to bar 23 and
legs 24 and 25, respectively, to provide a substantially
identical appearance at each end, when viewed from the
rear, i.e., looking toward the legs 25 and 44. leg 44.is
bolted to a bracket, or otherwise suitably removably se-
cured, to the underside of desk top I8 and leg 43 .is
:secured similarly to the underside of shelf 33. The op-
posite end of the side case is supported by a bar 45 ex-
tending between a pair of legs 46 and 47, each of which is
bolted to a bracket, or otherwise suitably secured, to the
‘underside of shelf 33. Fach of legs 46 and 47 is also con-
veniently provided with an adjustable foot 26, so that the
-side case can be leveled on an uneven flcor.
As in ‘FIGS, 9-to 12, the overhanging front edge or
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depending lip 29 of top 27 is conveniently formed by a
strip of wood secured to the underside of the top by
means of a plurality of longitudinally spaced wood screws
50, each extending upwardly through a hole 51 into the
underside of top 27, as in FIG. 12. Each hole 51 con-
veniently is countersunk, as shown, to receive the head of
screw 59, so that the screws will not project downwardly
beyond the lower surface of the lip. Lip Z% covers the
front edge of ledge 34, with the rear edge of strip 29
abutting the front edge of ledge 34, so that the ledge does
not require a finished surface, and also provides a smooth,
attractive front surface for the top of the side case. Asin

‘FIGS. 11 and 12, top 27 may be covered with a clear

plastic coating 82, such as “Textolite,” which protects the
surface of the wood but permits the grain to show through,
although other types of layers may be utilized and other
types of finishes, particularly if the parts are formed of
metal rather than wood. A similar plastic. layer 53 js
provided along the front edge of top 27 and lip 22, while

a backing sheet 54 of plastic may be provided across the

‘bottom of top 27. Layer 54 need not be as thick as lay-
ers 52 and 53 since it is"on the underside of top 27 and
does not receive as much abuse or hard wear. Shoulders
55-and 55 extend laterally at each end of the forward edge
of top 27, asin FIG. 9, to engage the corner of spacer
28 and the corner of end panel 32 or 31, respectively,
when side case S is mounted at the right side of the desk,
as in FIG. 1, or at the left side of the desk as in FIG. 2.
Asin FIG. 11, plastic layer 53 preferably extends around
each.shoulder .55 and 56. Conveniently, a plastic layer
may be provided on all of the exposed wood surfaces of
both the desk and the side .case, thereby providing a
lustrous wood finish which is protected from mars, dents
and scratches. The top 27 is considerably shorter than
the side case.S and thus reduces proportionally the cost
of providing a finished surface for the top of the side
case. Also, if the top of the side case were finished

“across, as on ledge 34, the custom of drilling holes through

the top of the side case top to attach the same to the
desk would destroy the finished surface and render the
side case unusable for attachment at the opposite side of
the desk, due to the necessary reversal,.end to end, of
the side case. In addition, the side case S can be com-
pleted by the manufacturer and any color or.finish. de-
sired by the purchaser can be provided on the top 27,
without the necessity of disassembling the side case.
Spacer 28 is rectangular in shape and may be a solid
block, but for reduction in weight, is conveniently a rec-
tangular frame, as in FIGS. 13 and 14, formed by bars 68
and 61, interchangeably front and back, depending on the
installation of the side case S, and side bars 62 and 63.
The bars are conveniently attached together by glue or
similar adhesive, at tongue and groove joints, as shown,
or other suitable means, such as inside corner brackets
and. screws, may be used to secure the bars together. One
side bar 63 as in FIG. 14, is provided with a notch or
groove @4 along the lower outer edge, to interfit with the
adjacent edge of top 27, since the thickness of spacer 28
should be equal to the height of paper rail 35, while

.the thickness of top 27 should be less. As will be evident,

spacer 28 fills the space between the underside of top 10
and the upper surface of ledge 34 beneath the desk top,
but is generally hidden under top 10 of the desk and
therefore does not require a plastic coating or layer.
Normally, it is desirable to secure top 27 and spacer 28

" in fixed position to ledge 34. As in FIG. 8, ledge 34 is

conveniently provided with a plurality of holes 66 around
the peripheral edge and two sets of four holes each, such
as holes 67 and 68 in one set and holes 69 and 7§ in the
other set, with the centerline of the two sets being spaced
a distance from each end of ledge 34 corresponding to
the length of spacer 28, for inserting screws from beneath
to secure the spacer and top to the side case ledge 34.
Each of these holes may be countersunk on the under-
side, as shown on an exaggerated scale in FIG, 7, for re-
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ceiving the head of the corresponding screw. When the
side case is to be mounted on the right side of the desk,
in the position of FIGS. 1 and 4, top 27 is secured to
ledge 34 by screws extending through holes 65 adjacent
end panel 32 and the first three holes 66 from that end
along the front and back edges of the ledges. Also, screws
are inserted through the holes 68, 69 and 79 to engage
the underside of top 27 to secure it to the ledge. Spacer
28 is similarly attached to ledge 34, but by screws ex-
tending upwardly through holes 67 and the remaining
holes 66. Of course, it may be desired to secure desk
top 18, through spacer 28, to the side case. In that event,
boles may be drilled through spacer 28 corresponding to
the position of holes 67 and the holes 66 between holes
67 and panel 31 which will, of course, also correspond
to the position of holes 78 and the holes 65 between holes
7¢ and panel 32. Relatively long screws can be used,
which will extend up through ledge 34 and through spacer
28, into the underside of desk top 18. In the event the
side case S is to be attached to the left side of the desk,
as in FIG. 2, top 27 is fastened to ledge 34 by screws
which extend upwardly through holes 67, 68 and 69 and
the holes 66 between holes 69 and end panel 31, while
spacer 28 is secured to ledge 34 by screws extending up-
wardly through the holes 7¢ and the holes 66 between
holes 7¢ and end panel 32.

It will usually be found convenient to assemble side
case S before attaching it to one side of desk D, since
the side case will suppert one end of the desk. The side
case may be laid on its back, if desired, so that screws
may more easily be inserted in the holes in ledge 34 to
secure top 27 thereto, as well as spacer 28, unless longe
screws are to be used to exteand through the spacer into
the underside of the desk top. The legs may also be
attached to shelf 33 when the side case is in this position.
Next, the side case may be set in upright position on its
legs, spacer 28 positioned on ledge 34, if not already
attached, and storage unit 3% mounted on end section 3
or 38 of shelf 33, depending upon which side of the desk
the side case is to be attached. Next, the drawer unit U
may be attached to the underside of desk top 18, as by
screws attaching brackets to the sides of the top of the
drawer unit and the underside of the desk top. This may
bz accomplished by turning the desk top upside down
and setting the drawer unit in place upon it. Then legs
24 and 25 can be bolted or screwed to the bottom of the
drawer unit and the underside of the desk top, respectively.
The desk may then be turned upright and placed so that
the free end of top 1D rests on spacer 23 and, if spacer
23 has not already been attached, the long screws inserted
through the holes in ledge 34 and spacer 28, then turned
into the bettom of desk top 18, Such long screws prevent
relative movement between desk D and side case 8.
Finally, skirt 11 is attached between the drawer unit U
and the panel 31 or 32 of side cass S. For the latter
purpose, as in FIG. 15, a pair of vertically spaced metal
plates 7¢ may be used to connect skirt 11 to side case S,
as to panel 31, Each piate 70 has a pair of spaced holes
for receiving screws 71, which extend into end panel 3%
and skirt 13, respectivel The other ead of skirt 11 may
be attached to one side of the drawer unit U, such as side
panel i4, by a pair of vertically spaced angle brackets 72
having holes for screws 73, extending into skirt i and
side pansl 14, respectively. In actual practice, it may be
desired to use only cne or more than two veriically spaced
plates 76 and brackets 72, as well as to place them
corresponding vertical positions, so that the same
holes in skirt 31 may be used for either. Shelf 33, as
well as providing a support for the storage unit, may be
used for additional storage space, the end sections undar
the desk top being used to store relatively wide articles
and the portion adjacent recess 36 being used to stors
relatively narrow articles. Although the desk has been
described as being made of wood, it will be understood
that it may be made of steel or other suitable meials or
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materials, and other fastening means may be utilized,
which will be readily apparent to those skilled in the art.

From the foregoing, it will be evident that a desk and
side case counstructed in accordance with this invention
folfill to a marked degree the requiremsnts and cobjects
hereinbefore set forth. The novel dssk and side case are
reversible, so that the side case may be mounted either
at the right side of the desk, as in FIG. 1, or at the left
side of the desk, as in FIG. 2. Also, the side case is
provided with a novel interchangeable top and spacer, so
that it may be alternatively mounted at either the right or
1eft side of the desk without any addition or substitution
of parts. Ii is readily apparent that the drawer unit U
may be mounted at either side of desk D, so that side case
S may be attached at the opposite side of the desk. The
shorter, separate finished top also reduces the cost of the
top finish for the side case, as well as permiiting end to
end reversal ¢f the side case. Because of the construc-
tion of the desk and side case, they may be used in office
having varicus furniture arrangements since the side cass
and drawer unit may be readily switched from one side
‘of the desk to the other. Also, it is necessary to manu-
facture two units only, ie., the desk and side case, and
these two units may be used for a setup in which the side
case is attached to either side of the desk. The entire
desk may be shipped in several easily packaged and trans-
portable sections, i.e., the desk top, the drawer unif, the
skirt, the side case, the top for the side case, the spacer,
the storage unit and the leg assemblies. These may all be
assembled together in a manner of minutes by wood screws
which extend through or into holes previously drilled at
the factory. Therefore, the presence of skilled labor to
assemble the desk is not necessary, since it is merely a
maiter of attaching the sections together with wood
screws. Finally, an attractive bi-level desk is provided,
in which the desk top is at a higher level than the side
case top, with a paper rail around the top of the side caze.

Although a preferred embodiment of this invention has
been itiustrated and described, it will be understoed that
various changes and variations may be made, without de-
parting from the spirit and scope of this invention.

V/hat is claimed is:

1. A side case for a desk having a top and means for
supporiing said top at either side thereof, said side case
comprising a pair of spaced end panels; a horizontal ledge
extending between said end panels; means for supporting
said side case with said desk top overlying one end there-
of; a rectangular top on said ledge and extending from
one said end panel to a position correspording to said
desk top; and a rectangular spacer abutiing the end of
said side case top and extending along the remaining por-
tion of said ledge, said side case being adapted to be posi-
tioned at right angles to said desk so that said spacer

xtends under and supports one end of the top of said
esk and said spacer and said side case top being inter-
changeable so that said side case may alternativelv be
attached to the opposite side of said desk.

2. A side case as set forth in claim 1, including a ver-
tical back panel extending between said end panels and
abutting a longitudinal edge of said ledge.

3. A side case as set forth in claim 2, in which said
ledge is spaced downwardly from the upper edge of said
end panels and back panel to provide a paper rail around
said side case top.

4, A side case as set forth in claim 3, in which said
spacer extends upwardly above said side case top to the
upper edgs of the adjacent end panel and said back panel,
go that the ead therecf abutting said end of said side case
top forms a side of said paper rail, said desk top being
supported above said side case top and thereby forming
a bi-level desk,

5. A side case as set forth in claim 4, in which said
spacer is an open rectangular frame,

6. A side case as set forth in claim 35, wherein said
ledge is provided with a plurality of spaced holes adja-




3,079,207

cent the peripheral-edge thereof and adapted to receive
.screws for securing said side case fop and said spacer to
said ledge; a pair of holes spaced inwardly from each
said end panel a distance slightly less than the leagth of

said spacer and adapted to receive screws for securing -

the inner end of said spacer to said ledge, when mounted
at the corresponding end of said ledge; and a pair of
holes spaced from each end panel a distance slighily less
than the length of said side case top and adapted to re-
ceive screws for securing said side case top to said ledge.

7. A side case as set forth in claim 6, wherein the front
cdge of said side case top is provided with an overhbang
overlying the forward edge of said ledge; and a laterally
extending shoulder at each eand of said overhang, one
said shoulder engaging a corner of said spacer and the
other shoulder engaging the edge of said one end panel.

8. A side case as set forth in claim 7, wherein said
overhang is formed by a strip attached to the underside
of said side case top and abutting the front edge of said
ledge, said strip extending laterally to form the lower
portions of said shoulders.

9. A side case as set forth in claim 8, including a hori-
zontal shelf spaced below said ledge and extending be-
tween said end panels, said shelf being marrower -at' the

center than at the eads to form a knee-space under said

side case top; and a storage unit adapted to be mounted
on the wider portion at either end of said sheif.

10. In combination, a desk including -a top, a drawer
unit attached to and supporting one side of said desk top
and alternatively attachable to and supporting the other
side of said top; and a side case positioned at right-angles
to said desk and extending under and supporting the. oppo-
site side of said desk top from said drawer unit, said sids
case including front and rear spaced end panels, a hori-

zontal ledge extending between said end panels, legs sup-

porting said side case, a rectangular top extending from
said rear end panel along a portion of said ledge, and a
rectangular spacer extending from said froat end panel
along the remaining portion of sald ledge and abutting
-the forward end of said rectangular top.

11. The combination set forth in claim 10, wherein said
case includes a vertical back panel extending between
said end panels of said side case and abutting the rear
edge of said ledge.

12. The combination set forth in claim 11, in which
said ledge is spaced below the upper edge of said end
panels and back panel fo form a paper rail around said
side case top.

13. The combination set forth in claim 12, in which
said spacer extends upwardly above said side case top
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-fo the upper edge of the adjacent.end panel and said back
-panel, so that the end of said spacer abuis an-end of said

side -case-top also forms a paper rail, said desk top being
supported above said side case top to form a bi-level desk.
14. The combination set forth in claim 13,-in.which
said spacer comprises an open rectangular frame.
15. The combination set forth in claim 14, wherein said
ledge is-providéd with-a plurality. of- spaced holes adja-

-cent the -peripheral édge thereof and:adapted to receive

screws for: securing said side case top and said spacer to

“said ledge, a pair -of holes. spaced laterally from each of

said-end panels a distance slightly less:than the length of
said spacer.and adapted to receive screws for securing an

~end of said spacer to said ledge, and:a pair of holes spaced
“15°

lateraily from each of said end panéls a ‘distance slightly

less than the length of said side case top and: adapted to
receive screws-for securing said.side case top:to said
-ledge, whereby said spacer and said side case top may be
-interchangéd ‘and -said-side-case mounted.at either side
-of said desk.

16. “The combination.set.forth in claim 15, including

-an ovethang 'on . said-side: case:tcp extending forwardly

of said ledge; a laterally exteriding: shoulder at-each end
of said -overhang, one.said shoilder engaging the corner
of .said spacer-and the -other said-shoulder engaging the
edge of said one end panel; and a groove at one said end
of said spacer receiving the end of said side case top.

17. The combination set forth in claim 16, including a
strip. attached to the underside of said case top and abut-

“ting the front edge of said ledge; and-a layer of plastic

‘on-said top and said overhang and extending around each
said shoulder.

18. The combination set forth in claim 17, including a
horizontal shelf spaced below said ledge and extending

‘between said end panels, said shelf being narrower at the

center than at the ends to form a knee-hole under said
side case; and a storage unit adapted to be mounted on a
wider portion of said shelf.
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