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To all, whon, it nucly concern: . 
Be it known that I, MONTGOMERY H. WAT 

SON, a citizen of the United States, residing 
at Dayton, in the county of Montgomery and 
State of Ohio, have invented a certain new and 
useful Improvement in General Indexes; and 
I do hereby declare that the following is a 
full, clear, and exact description of the in 
vention, which will enable others skilled in 
the art to which it appertains to make and 
use the same, reference being had to the ac 
companying drawings, and to the letters of 
reference marked thereon, which form a part 
of this specification. 
My invention relates to certain improve 

ments in indexes. 
This index is for use in connection with 

books in which are recorded the names of in 
dividuals and facts or transactions, as an en 
try in the order-book of a court or a deed in 
the record-book of a recorder. The index is 
entirely distinct from and forms no part of 
such books, but is used in connection with 
such books. 
The invention consists of the peculiarities 

hereinafter described, and pointed out in the 
claims. 
In the accompanying drawings, forming a 

... part of this specification, and on which like ref 
erence-letters indicate corresponding parts, 
Figure 1 represents my index-book opened 
out at page 91 and arranged upon the double 
page system, and Fig. 2 a similar view ar 
ranged upon the single-page System. 
The letter A designates a blank-book com 

posed of any required number of pages. In 
making up the book for sale and use each 
volume is designated by a letter of the al 
phabet, and each voluime is complete in it 
self-that is to say, my general index com 
poses a volume-and the volumes are desig 
nated A, B, C, D, E, F, G, H, and so on, there 
being one for each letter in the alphabet, and 
one extra for “Mc,” making twenty-seven 
in all to complete the set. All surnames 
commencing with A are written in index A, 
all sur names with B are written in index B, 
and so on through the alphabet. These vol 
umes of the index, besides having the desig 

5.o nating-letter of the alphabet on the outside 
thereof, as on the back, preferably also have 

the same designating-letter on each page, so 
as to avoid the necessity of closing the book 
and looking at the back to determine which 
volume it is that is lying open. The main body 
of each page is headed with such designations 
as relate to the particular uses of the index 
and is ruled to agree with such uses. 
example shown in the present exemplification 
of the invention the headings are “Grantor,' 
“Grantee,” “Vol., and “Page.” Beneath 
each of these designations is a column in 
which to Write the appropriate matter, such 
matter having reference to corresponding 
matter Written or copied at large in the books 
of records as a judgment-docket used in a court 
or a record-book used in a recorder's office. At 
Some suitable place across each page, prefer 
ably near the top thereof, I provide a number. 
of Spaces, as shown in Fig. 1. There are as 
many of these Spaces upon each page as there 
are letters of the alphabet, with one space extra 
for “Mc,” orthere are as many of these spaces 
on each page as it is desired to place letters of 
the alphabet upon such page. In Fig. 1 the 
Spaces are divided into two groups, there be 
ing a group for each page, the page in effect 
being, properly Speaking, a double page, since 
the right-hand half and the left-hand half 
both bear the same page-number. This is 
called “double-paging.” In Fig. 2 the paging 
is “single-paging.” Referring again to said 
spaces it will be observed that in each I have 
placed a letter of the alphabet and “Mc' in 
the extra space. It will also be observed that 
in each space there are one or more figures. 
These figures refer to the numbers on the 
pages of this index volume. These letters so 
appearing in Said spaces stand for the initial 
of the Christian names of all the parties whose 
names are written in the columns of this in 
dex-book. : 

Now let it be supposed that a deed is re 
corded in some record-book in Perry county, 
Ohio, in the name of “Martin Henderson.’ 
The party searching for such deed will go 
and take down index volume “H.’ This in 
dex Volume contains a reference to all of the 
surnames commencing with “H” in any and 
all of the record-books in said office. Open 
ing index volume “H” the searcher, knowing 
that the deed is in the name of Martin Hen 
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derson, runs his eye along the alphabetical inclusive, and for “M” 135 to 143, inclusive. 
table at the head of the page until he comes 
to “M.” Thisletter “M” stands for the initial 
in the Christian name of “ Henderson.’ About 
or associated with this letter “M” is number 
“135.’ It matters not which of the pages in 
the index volume “H” the searcher may have 
opened the volume, for, as already stated, on 
each page of the index volume there appears 
this alphabetical table of the initials of Chris 
tian names. Let it be supposed that the 
searcher opened index volume “H” at page 
91, being the page shown in Fig. 1. On 
such page he will observe “M 135.” Thus he 
will know that on page 135 of said index vol 
ume “H, or on some page between 135 and 144 
he will find “Martin Henderson.’ He then 
turns to page 135 of this index volume “H” 
and runs his eye down the “Grantor column.” 
until he arrives at his man's name. Thus it 
will be understood that by the use of my in 
dex of Christian-name initials and associated 
numbers the name of any particular person 
can be found in the index volume. Having 
found such name in the index volume, the 
volume and page of the record-book will be 
found written in ink in the appropriate col 
umn opposite the particular name in ques 
tion. Thus it will also be understood that no 
matter at what page of the index volume one 
may open it, he will always find a ready and 
accurate means of reference to the particular 
page on which will be found the name he is 
searching for. It will also be understood that 
the medium through which he is able to trace 
and locate a particular name in the index 
is through the initial, of the Christian name 
and the associated page number of the index 
volume. 
This index is used instead of the old form 

of index composed of the letters of the alpha 
bet put in series down the edge of pages suc 
cessively cut away to expose the letters on 
the succeeding pages. In Some cases it is 
common to provide each page with a tag or 
projection, on which is printed a letter of the 
alphabet, such tags being in series, one on 
each page, and the letters being progessively 
indicated on the tags. Among the objec 
tions to this old plan are the following: First, 
the tags or that part of the pages on which 
the letters are printed are constantly tearing 
off; second, to find a name with such old plan 
of index one has to open the book at the par 
ticular page where the first letter of the sur 
name projects out, instead of being allowed 
to open the book at any place, as with my in 
dex. It will be observed by inspecting the 
page-numbers associated with the initial let 
ters of the Christian names that a more or 
less number of pages is devoted to each of 
such initials. For instance, the pages Set 
aside for surnames whose Christian names 
begin with “A” are from 1 to 18, inclusive, of 
the index volume. The pages Set aside for 
“B” are 19 to 24, inclusive, for “C” 25 to 34, 

This matter is governed by the frequency of 
names commencing with certain letters-as, 
for instance, eleven pages are set aside for 
“C” and thirty-one for “J.’ 
In Fig. 1 the right-hand page is broken 

away to show “Martin Henderson’ on the 
remote page numbered 135 and also broken 
away to show the number 135 on the corner 
of such remote page. 

I would have it understood that besides be 
ing aware of the old form of index hereinbe 
fore referred to I am further aware that it 
has been proposed to make an index-table 
composed, essentially, of a number of inter 
secting columns, some running horizontally 
and some vertically. In the horizontal col 
umns are placed the initial and one or more 
letters of the surname, and in the vertical 
columns are placed the initial of the Chris 
tian name, while at the place of intersection 
of said columns are placed numbers, one num 
ber indicating a page and the other a section 
of a page. Such tables are placed, as by be 
ing pasted or otherwise secured, in a book 
containing a list of names, and by reference 
to the numbers found at the place of inter 
section of the columns of surname-initials 
and Christian-name initials the page whereon 
occurs a certain name in the list of names 
can be found. This device, however, differs 
from mine both in arrangement and in the 
manner of using it. In the case of this old 
device the user must always go to the table 
in whatever part of the book, usually on the 
inside of the back or on a fly-page, and there 
undertake to trace along the proper horizon 
tal column and along the proper vertical col 
umn until he reaches the intersecting point, 
and then undertake to select from the place 
of intersection the proper number, all the 
time running the risk of getting out of the 
proper column and running the risk of se 
lecting some one of the numerous numbers 
adjacent to and all around the numbers at. 
the place of intersection. In my case, how 
ever the index-book may be opened anywhere, 
each page bearing the particular index, the 
arrangement of which is such as to take up 
but a small space and not interfere with the 
other use of the remainder of the page. In 
my case, too, no intersecting columns are em 
ployed, no surname-initials are placed in col 
lumns, while the page-number is near to the 
initial of the Christian name with which it 
belongs. 
Having thus fully described my invention, 

what I claim as new, and desire to secure by 
Letters Patent, is 

1. As a new article of manufacture, an in 
dex book or volume consisting of numbered 
pages suitably ruled, headed, and numbered, 
and of a table composed of the letters of the 
alphabet appearing on said pages, such let 
ters representing the initials of Christian 
names, and a figure or figures associated with 
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each of said initial letters and corresponding 
with a page or pages in said book, the book 
being designated by a letter of the alphabet. 

2. As a new article of manufacture, the 
herein-described index book or volume, the 
same being designated by a letter of the al 
phabet and consisting of a suitable number 
of pages consecutively numbered, one or more 
pages of such book being devoted to Chris 
tian names commencing with a certain letter. 
of the alphabet and each page being suitably 
headed and ruled, and a table on each page 

consisting of the letters of the alphabet pro 
gressively arranged, and a figure or figures 
associated with said letters, such figure or 15 
figures corresponding with a page or pages of 
said book. 
In testimony that I claim the foregoing as 

my own. I affix my signature in presence of 
two witnesses. . 

MONTGOMERY H. WATSON. 
Witnesses: 

B. PICKERING, 
SUMNER T. SMITH, 

  


