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- To all whom it may coticern: - T

Be it known that I, GEORGE M. GRAHAM, a
citizen of the United States, residing at'Chi:
cago, in the county of Cook and State of Illi-

nois, haveinvented certain now and usefal Im- |
5 4 . > . a " . Lo
provementsin Building orPaving Blocks ;and .

1 do hereby declare the following to be a full,
“clear, and exact description of the invention,
such ds will énable others skilled in the art'to
which it appertains to make and use the same,
My present invention relates to that type of
building or paving blocks the abutting sides.
or surfaces of which are provided with coun-
terpart projections and recesses, so as to in-
terlock together and be held in proper posi-
tion or alignment, and particularly such as
form the subject- matter of Letters Patent
No. 401,492, issued to me April 16, 1889, the
- object of the present improvement being to
provide an improved construction of such
blocks, in which the surface formation is
such as to afford a perfect interlocking of the
one block with the other contiguous block or
blocks and which at the same time avoids a
sharp angular form in‘the cavities or reeesses
in sald interlocking surfaces, that has heretq-
fore been a serious element of weakness in
former constructions, owing to the fact that
such sharp angularity of the recesses serve as
a ready starting-point for a fracture or crack
~in the main body of the block when exposed
to undue or unequal strain,sudden or excess:
ive impact, &e. I attain such object by the
construction of partsjllustrated in the acéom-
panying drgwings, in which— - )
Figure 1'ig a face view or elevation of the

preferred. form of my improved building or
dapted for general use

paving block’as best: .
in large copstructions: ¥ig. 2, a section of the
same at line 2 z; Fig, 3, an elevation of a
simpler form of the block; Tig. 4, a seetion of
an elementary member: of the present im-
proved eonstruetion. : ',
*Similar numerals of reference indicate like
15 parts in the different views. - :
.. As represented. in the drawings, my im-
- proved building or-paving block will have.a
plane outer face 1, suitably divided or other:
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to

wise ornamented with depréssions and proaf
50 jections, and an inner face or baclk 2, either |

plane, ornamental, or formed with interlock.
ing ridges and depressions for interlocking

‘ternating ridges
on.an equal radii,

“jacent row or rows, as

“which in both construections
-and braced

prismatic formations
‘strength. being the outcome, owing to the

the block :are of “an‘interlocking

. The. four

with a similarly-formed block in'the construe-'
tion'of walls having a much gréster thickness
than that of .a single building-block. of the
_present construction. = - - - ST
sides or surfaces 3,4, 5, and 6 of
formation,
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whieh in thé presentinvention consists of al- -

7 and deptessions 8, curved

‘and preferred constriction divides the sideg'or
surfaces'3,4,5, and 6'of the bloek into a num-
ber of rows “or series
cesses of ‘g segmental

whieh in ‘my most perfect

of préjections and re-
» spherical coritour, the -
one row or series being intermediately placed -
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or “staggered ” with relation to the next ad.

clearly illustrated in
Figs. 1 and 2. .

“In its elementary form, as shown in Fig. 4,
the block will be of an approximately spheri-
cal shape, blending into that of an irregular
hexagonal form, the top, bottom, and sides he-
ing formed on reversed enrves of equal radii,
as heretofore described, and the end or ends
formed plane, as shown, to constitute an abut-
mentfora similarly-formed elementary block.
This elementary or individual. form of the
block is not intended
does notafford the universal interlocking fea-
‘tures that its integral combinations will af-
ford, as illustrated in Figs. 1, 2, and 3. :

. In the formation of* my improved building
or paving block any required
elementary forms above described may be in-
tegrally united together to constitute a block
of the size and dimensions required, either
small enongh to be readily placed by hand or
large enough to require a derrick in handling.

. The practical advantages or merits arising
from the present improved construction are
similar to that set forth in my aforesaid Lot
ters Patent in relation to the construction
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for practical use, as it .

8o

number of the -
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therein shown ‘and described, the only and . |

superior. differenée in the present counstrue-
tion being that the jeints between the blocks,
are supported

=

tions &nd.- recesses: instead of the angular or
in

avoidance of any tendency to- fracture or

in’ every direction by the;solid. -
form of the adjoining block, are in the pres-
enf improvement fornied by curved projoc--
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the former, an added .-
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cracking, as no starting-point is afforded for a

crack or fracture, while, on the other hand,

the former angular or prismatic eonstruction

afforded at each angular depression a ready

.5 starting-point for a crack or fracture of the

block under irregular stlam, accidental i im-

pact, &e.

In the manufacture of my unproved bmlds

" ingor paving block any suitable material may

1o be employed—either artificial stone, terra-

cotta, clay, metal, or other suitable compound

or composition—in accordance with the:spe-

cial uses to which the blocks may be apphed

Having thus fully described my said inven-

1 5 tion, whatJI claim as new, and desn'e to secure
by Letters. Patent, is—..

-’A building or paving block havmfr 1ts

sides 3, 4; 5, and 6 formed- with interlocking
projections 7 and recesses 8,0f a segmental
spherical form and equal radn, substantxally 20
as set forth.

2. A building or pavmg bloek naving its
sides 8;4,5; aud 6 formed with rows or series

' of interlocking projections 7 and recesses S,

intermediately arranged or staggered and of zj3
a segmental sphemcal form and equal 1adn :
substa,ntlally as set forth. E
In testimony whereof I affix my qwnatul e m‘ o
Dresence of two Wltnf‘“;:s . N o

UEORGE M GRAHAM
Wxtuesses
ROBERT Bum
.M. W. BYRNE.



