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4 Claims.
: 1

The present invention relates to eombination
furniture and more particalarly to a combination
folding chair arxd table or tahouret.

The principal object of the invention is to pro-
vide such a device which is compact when folded,
and sturdy and attractive when extended to fune-
tion as a chair, or pa:rtly extend to serve as a table
ar-tzbouret.

Angpther ohject of the invention is to prov1de a
unit of this character which may be manufactured
al a low cost, made mainly from: materials such: as
waocd, metdl or plasties with parts so constructed
and arranged as to remain inr gead repair even
tho subjected to mugh handling and considerable
load.

A further obaect of the invention is to provide
such a. device whieh, when extended to act as a
chair, has many of the desitable characteristics
of modern chairs, such as a seat portion, wider
at the front than at the resr, and a back rest of
somewhat fan shape, that is, wider at its upper
portion than at its cenneetmn with - the seat
portion.

QOther objects and advantages of the invention
will appear in the follewing detailed description
of the preferrsd embodiment of my invention,
taken in connection with the accompanying draw-
ings, forming a part ef this specification and in
which drawings:

Fig. 1 is & perspective view of the unit extended
to serve as a chadr.

Fig.:2 is a perspective v1ew showing the back
rest in a folded position whereby the unit may
serve as a table or takhauret.

-Pig. 3 is an enlarged bottom plan view of the
uhit completely folded so as ta be compactly
shipped and stored.

Fig. 4 is a central vertical sectional view thru
the unit, transversally of the seat pertion and
bhack rest, when the unit is extended to aet as a
chair,

Fig. 5 is a. front elevation of the unit as shown
in Fig. 4.

Fig. 6 is a plan view of the unif serving as a
chair.

Fig. T is an enlarged seetional view on the line
1—1 of Fig. 6.

Fig. 8 is'an enlarged sectlonal view on the line
8—8 of Fig. 6. -

The folding chair and. table comprises a seat
or service portion 10, a legged substructure (1
pivatally connecked thereto, a back rest 12 pivotal-
ly connected to the seat or service portion, and
a stop bar 13 for the back rest which glsq serves:
to brace the seat or sexrvice portion.
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The seat or serviee portion comprises a front
cross rail 14; a rear cross rail 15 spaced from and
parallel to the fr ont cross rail; a pair 1§ of spaced
companion slats |7 and 18 at each side of the
seat ar service portion; and a plurality of spaced
intermediate slats 19 spaced between the pairs 16
of slats. These slats LT, I8 and (9 are preferably
secured upon the rail 14 as by fastening devices
20 and upon the rail 1§ by fastening devices. 21
50 as to extend across the space between the rails.
This arrangement provides a space 22 between the
slats 17 and 18 of each pair 16 and spaces 23
between the slats 9 and between the pairs 16 of
slats and the intermediate slats 19.

For a purpose to be subsequently set forth the-
slats 17 and. t8 of each pair 16 are preferably pro-
vided with axially aligned sockets 28 and 26, re-
speetively orven to the space 22 and locatéd rear-
wardly with respect to, but adjacent the front
rail 14, and also the slats 17, 18 and 19 are prefer-
ally provided with aliened transverse holes 27 lo-
cated forwardly of but adjacent to the rear rail {5.
It is also preferred to make each slat {1 wedge-
shaped in plan and dispose it with its widest end

. 28 at the front cross rail {4, whereby the seat or

service portion is wider at its front than at its
rear. 'These slats {7 may be economically ¢ut
from board material of suitable uniform width by
a-diagonal cut, so that there is little waste in pro-
ducing them.

Referring now to the legged substructure fi,
it may be similar to that shown in Patent 1,697,550
granted to me January 1, 1929, on folding tables,
or similar articles. It preferably comprises a pair
of front legs 30; a pair of rear legs 31; cross
bracing 32 and 23 for the legs 30 and 31, respec-
tively; and support means 34 for holding the legs
in either an extended or a folded position. The
front legs 38 are each provided with a transverse
hele 35 in its upper portion to align with the
sockets 25 and 28, as shown in Fig. 8, and the rear
legs 31 are each provided with a transverse hole
36 in its upper end for alignment with the holes
271 in the stats (7, 18 and 9. ‘

Each leg 30 is also provided with a notch 31
at its front upper end portion providing an up-~
wardly facing shoulder 38 to engage the underside
of rail {4 when the leg is in an operative position.
The shoulder 38 preferably slopes downwardly
and forwardly so as to brace the leg in a down-
wardly and outwardly sloping position when in
use. Likewise each leg 31 is provided with a
noteh 39 at its rear upper end portion to provide
a shoulder 43 for engagement with the underside
of rail 5.
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The cross bracing 32 and 33 may each com-
prise strips 41 arranged in cross fashion, secured
together as by a rivet 42 at the central portions,
the strips 8¢ having their end portions secured to
the front faces of the legs 30 as by fastening de-
vices 43.

The support means 34 may be similar to that
shown in the aforesaid Patent 1,697,550 and com-
prises a cleat 45 secured transversally to the
underside of slats i8 and 19 as by fastening

- devices 45, the cleat being located substantially
midway of the rails {4 and (5; a U-shaped brace
4T for the legs 30 having its bight portion 48
adapted to abut against one face of the cleat when

the legs are extended and its arms 49 pivoted as

at 50 to the legs 30 and extending from the inner
faces thereof; a U-shaped brace 52 for the legs
3{ having its bight portion 53 adapted to abut

against the opposite face of the cleat when the
legs are extended and its arms %4 pivoled as at o

55 to the legs 3{ and extending from the outer
faces thereof; and a latch or turn button 56 piv-
oted to the underside of cleat 45 and adapted to
swing so that one of its arms 57 engages beneath
the strips 81 of the legs 20, when they are folded,
as shown in Fig. 3, to keep them from dropping
down when the unit is kbeing handled or stored in
an upright position.

As suitable means for pivoting the legs 30 to the

seat portion, I provide a short front hinge rod 58

for each leg, the rod extending thru hole 3% and
having its end portions accommodated in the
sockets 25 and 26, as shown in Fig. 8. I also pro-
vide a spacing sleeve 59 encircling the rod 58 to
keep the leg against one side face of its adjacent
slat 18. Thus the rod 58 is concealed from view
and does not traverse the spaces 23 and in this
respect differs from the construction shown in the
aforesaid Patent 1,697,550. As suitable means for
pivoting the legs 31 to the seat portion, I provide
a rear hinge rod 68 extending thru the holes 27

and 36, and extending beyond the outer sides of

slats 1T to also act as pivots for the back rest, as
subsequently described. Suiftable spacing sleeves
61 may also be provided encircling the rod 68 to
keep the rear legs against the side faces of slats
17 and function in 2 manner similar to the sleeves
89.

The back rest {2 comprises spaced side rails 62,
a top rail 83 connecting the side rails, and a plu-

rality of strips 64 intermediate the side rails con-.

nected at their upper ends to the top rail §3,
these slats fto serve as a back support when the
unit is used as a chair, as shown in Fig. 1, and to
fill the spaces 23 when the unit is used as a table
or tray as shown in Fig. 2.

The side rails are provided with transverse
holes 65 at their lower ends to receive the end por-
tions of rod 68 which latter may be upset to pro-
vide rivet-like heads 66, and the side rails pref-
erably diverge outwardly from their pivotal con-
nection with the seat portion 10 to give good ap-

pearance to the unit and to give a wider back:

support when the unit is used as a chair.

The strips 64 are provided with transverse holes
67 at their lower end portions to also receive the
rod 60, as shown in Fig. 7, and have their lower
ends rounded or beveled as at 68 so as to not in-
terfere with pivotal movement when swinging
the back rest up and down. It is preferred to
make the strips 64 of a depth less than the depth
of the side rails 62 since this gives better appear-
ance and conserves material, kut to avoid placing
too much strain on the material from which the

strips are made the rear cross rail 15 is located

4

so as to extend between the lower portions of the
side rails 62 where it is engaged by the lower por-
tions of the strips 64 when the back rest is up.

Since it is desirable to have the back rest in-
cline upwardly and rearward]y from the seat por-
tion, when the unit is to serve as a chair, the stop
bar 12 has its forward face 70 inclined upwardly
and rearwardly from the slats {1, 18 and 19, as
shown in Fig. 4., 'The stop bar 13 is mounted upon

% the rear end portions of the slats and may be se-

cured to the slats {7 and the rail {5 as by rivets T1.

When the unit is folded for storage, shipment,
or for use as a tray, the legs 30 and 31 are ac-
commodated in the spaces 22, and the strips 64
are accommodated in the spaces 23 presenting a

" substantially flat surface upon which articles may

rest. By swinging the legs 30 and 3{ downwardly

_and bracing them hy means 34 the unit may be
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used as a table or tabouret. Upon swinging the
back rest up, until its side rails 62 engage the stop
bar 13 and the strips 64 engage the rail 15, the
unit may be used as a chair.

By having the side rails 62 of a depth greater
than the depth of the strips 64 there is pro-
vided 2 rim along the side edges of the seat por-
tion when the back rest is folded down, thus
tending to keep articles from sliding off the
slats 17, 18 and 19 and the strips 64 as may be
observed from Fig, 2. The outer edges of the
slats 1T substantially parallel the diverging side
rails 62 when the back rest is folded down, as
shown in Fig. 3, and the strips 64 rest upon the
front rail 14 when the back rest is in a folded
position. The use of the relatively short hinge
rods 58 permits of compact folding of the unit
since, when folded, the slats {7, 18 and 19, the
legs 30 and 3!, the side rails 62 and the strips 64
are all in substantially the same plane. :

I claim:

1. A folding convertible chair-table comprising,
a horizontal seat or service portion comprising
front and rear spaced cross rails, and spaced
parallel slats secured upon said rails and ex-
tending across the space therebetween; a front
pair and a rear pair of legs for the support of
said seat or service portion, arranged with their
upper end portions between said slats, adjacent
the ends of said rails; a rear hinge rod exiend-
ing transversally thru said slats and thru the
upper end portions of said rear pair of legs, said
hinge rod being located forwardly of said rear
rail and spaced a distance therefrom whereby the
rear legs abut against said rear rail when they
are in a supporting position, and partially fill
the spbace between adjacent slats when they are
in a folded position; a front hinge rod for each
of the fegs of said front pair of legs, each of said
front hinge rods extending across the space be-
tween the adjacent slats of ils respective leg and
extending transversally thru the upper portion
of its respective leg, and said front hinge rods
being located rearwardly of said front rail and
spaced a distance therefrom whereby the front
legs abut against said front rail when they are in
a supporting position and partially fill the space
between adjacent slats when they are in a folded
position; a back rest comprising spaced side rails,
a top rail connecting said rails, and a plurality of
strips intermediate said side rails and secured to
said top rail, said side rails and' strips being
hingedly supported by said rear hinge rod and
said strips extending between the slats of said
seat or service portion, whereby they substan-
tially fill the spaces between their respective slats
when the back rest is swung down to a folded
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bosition; and a stop bar secured to the upper rear
portions of said slats, against which said side rails
abut when the back rest is up.

2. In a folding chair, the combination of a seat
including a front cross rail and spaced parallel
slats extending rearwardly from said rail and
secured thereto, said slats being arranged to pro-
vide a pair of spaced companion slats adjacent
each end of said front cross rail and a plurality of
spaced intermediate slats spaced between said
pairs of companion slats, the slats of each pair of
companion slats being provided with axially
aligned sockets open to the space between them
and located rearwardly with respect to, but ad-
jacent said rail; a leg adjacent each end of said
rail, disposed with its upper end portion between
the companion slats at its respective end portion
of the rail and provided with a transverse hole
axially aligned with said sockets; a hinge rod, for
each of said legs, extending thru the said hole
thereof and having its end portions accommo-
dated in said sockets; and a back rest pivotally
carried by the rear portion of said seat to swing
forwardly to a folded position, said back rest in-
cluding a plurality of spaced strips accommodated
in the spaces between said intermediate slats and
between the said pairs of companion slats and
said intermediate slats when the back rest is
swung forwardly to a folded position.

3. Afolding convertible chair-table comprising,
a horizontal seat or service portion comprising
front and rear spaced cross rails and spaced
slats secured upon said rails and extending across
the space therebetween, said slats being arranged
to provide a pair of spaced companion slats at
each side of the seat or service portion, and a
plurality of spaced intermediate slats spaced
between said pairs of companion slats, the outer-
most slat of each companion pair of slats being
substantially wedge shaped in plan with its widest
end at said front rail, whereby the seat or serv-
ice portion is wider at its front than at its rear;
a pair of front legs and a pair of rear legs pivoted
to said seat or service portion and adapted to be
folded into the spaces between the slats of said
bairs of companion slats; and a back rest pivotally
carried by the rear portion of said seat or serv-
ice portion to swing forwardly to g folded Posi-
tion, said back rest comprising side rails in di-
verging relation from the pivotal connection of
the back rest with the seat or service portion, a
top rail connecting said side rails, and a plurality
of strips intermediate said side rails and secured
to said top rail, with the lower ends of said strips

15

30

35

40

45

50

disposed in the spaces betweéen said intermediate
slats and between said pairs of companion slats
and said intermediate slats, whereby said strips
are accomimodated in said last mentioned spaces
and said side rails extend along and in close
broximity to said wedge-shaped slats, when the
back rest is folded down.

4. In 3 folding chair, the combination of a seat
including a rear cross rail and s plurality of
spaced parallel slats extending forwardly from
said rail and secured thereupon, said slats pro-
vided with aligned transverse holes adjacent to
and forwardly of said rail; a back rest compris-
ing spaced side rails, a top rail connecting said
side rails and a plurality of strips intermediate
said side rails, secured to said top rail, said back
rest disposed with the lower portions of its rails
laterally of the outermost of said seat slats and
the lower portions of said strips disposed between
sald seat slats, and said side rails and strips pro-
vided with transverse holes aligning with each
other and with the holes of said slats, said lower
ends of the strips being rounded and engaging
sald rear cross rail of the seat, the radius of said
rounded ends of the strips being struck from the
aXis of said holes therein; a hinge rod extending
thru said aligned holes of said slats and strips,
hingedly connecting said seat and back rest
whereby said strips bear against said rear Cross
rail of the seat, when the back rest is up and
whereby said strips are accommodated between
said slats when the back rest is folded down; and
a stop bar secured to the upper rear portions of
said slats, against which said side rails abut

when the back rest is up.
MARIO AMADUCCI.
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