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To all, whom it invay concern. 
Beit known that I, GEORGE W. WASHIBURN, 

a citizen of the United States of America, and 
a resident of West: New Brighton, Staten 
Island, in the State of New York, have in 
Vented a new and useful Improvement in Pen 
cil-Holders, of which the following is a speci 
fication. 
This invention relates to those pencil-hold 

ers and like clasps or attaching devices which 
are designed to be affixed to the clothing in 
Convenient positions and to remain attached 
until removed by the wearer. It relates more 
particularly to devices of this description 
made in one part from thin metal. 
The present invention consists primarily in 

an improved attaching device for such arti 
cles, and further in a one-part pencil-holder 
of peculiar construction, comprising said at 
taching device, as hereinafter set forth and 
claimed. 
The objects of the invention are to preclude 

accidentally detaching the holder from the ar 
ticle of clothing to which it is affixed, without 
complicating the attachment of the holder, 
and without interfering with the production 
of the article from a single piece of metal as 
above, and, furthermore, to render the im 
proved pencil-holder self-adjusting to differ 
ent pencils, and to facilitate quickly with 
drawing and replacing the pencil without any 
danger of detaching the holder. 
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Asheet of drawings accompanies this speci 
fication as part thereof. - 

Figure 1 of the drawings is a side view of 
an improved pencil-holder as attached to an 
article of clothing, showing a pencil as held 
by the device. Fig. 2 is a back view of the 
pencil-holder detached. Fig. 3 is a front view 
of the same. Fig. 4 is a side view of a holder 
for eyeglasses or the like having a similar 
attaching device, the figure illustrating the 
mode of detaching the holder. Figs. 5 and 6 
are respectively back and front views of said 
holder for eyeglasses or the like, detached; 
and Figs. 7 and 8 are face views of the one 
part blanks from which the respective holders 

So 

Figs. 1 to 3 and Figs. 4 to 6 are constructed. 
Like letters and numbers refer to like parts 

in all the figures. 
The attaching device common to both hold 

ers A A' consists of a pair of substantially 

unnecessary. 

rigid attaching-hooks, 1, 1, projecting rear 
ward and downward from the upper end of 
the holder, and a flexible locking-prong 2, 
which projects upward and rearward from the 
lower end of the holder and has arearwardly 
directed sharp point opposed to the space be 
tween the two attaching-hooks. Compare 
Figs. 1 and 2, and Figs. 4 and 5. The holder 
is attached by simply thrusting the hooks 1 
downwardly into the waistcoat or other gar 
ment represented at X in Figs. 1 and 4. The 
rearwardly directed point of the locking 
prong 2 thereupon engages with the fabric 
through which the hooks 1 pass, as in Fig. 1, 
and precludes unhooking the holder until the 
locking-prong is retracted. This cannot be 
done accidentally, but is readily accomplished 
at will, as illustrated by Fig. 4, by inserting 
a card C or the like upwardly between the 
prong 2 and the garment to which the holder 
is attached, so as to force back the prong, as 

card or the like, is ready for reattachment, 
as before. - - - - . . . 
The improved pencil-holder A, illustrated 

by FigS. 1, 2 and 3, is constructed from a flat 
blank B, Fig. 7, which may be stamped or 
died out from sheet-steel or any sheet-metal 
possessing sufficient resiliency. In addition 
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in Fig. 4. The holder can then be unhooked 
with ease, and, after the withdrawal of the 75 

to said attaching-hooks 1 and locking-prong 
2, the holder comprises an expansible body 
composed of a “back-plate,” so to speak, 
shown at 3, an opposing “front-plate '4, and 
a pair of bowed springs 5 uniting said front 
and back, plates at both sides of the holder. 
Those parts of the blank B from which the 
respective parts of the holder are formed are 
correspondingly numbered in Fig. 7, and fur 
ther description of the blank is considered 

It will be observed that the at 
taching-hooks 1 and the locking-prong 2 pro 
ject respectively from the upper and lower 
ends of the back-plate 3, and that the front 
plate 4 is pressed backward by the springs 5 
so as to grasp the pencil P, Fig. 1, between 
said front-plate and said back-plate; anam 
ple space being conveniently afforded above 
the front-plate for the insertion of the pencil, 
as seen in Fig. 3 where the back-plate 3 is ex 
posed to view by said space. 
The holder A* represented by Figs. 4, 5 and 
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6 is constructed in like , manner from a flat 
blank B, Fig. 8, and comprises, in addition 
to said attaching-hooks 1 and locking-prong 
2, a back-plate 3 substantially identical with 
that of said holder A. A longitudinally slot 
ted hook 6 takes the place of said springs 5 
and front-plate 4 of said holder A, and com. 
pletes a serviceable article for attaching eye 
glasses, ladies’ watches, and the like. The 
parts of the blank B° from which the respect 
ive parts of the holder A* are formed bear like 
numbers in Fig. 8, to facilitate comparison. 
The ornamental shape of the front-plate'4 

of the improved pencil-holder may be largely 
Varied to suit different tastes, and other like 
modifications within the scope of the inven 
tion will suggest themselves to those skilled 
in the art, 

Having thus described the said improve 
ment, I claim as my invention and desire to 
patent under this specification 

1. In a one-part pencil-holder, or the like, 
the combination with the body of the holder 
df a pair of attaching-hooks projecting rear 
Ward and downward from the upper end of 
the holder, and a flexible locking-prong which 
projects upward and rearward from the lower 
end of the holder, and has a rearwardly-di 
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rected sharp point opposed to the space be 
tween said hooks, substantially as hereinbe 
fore specified. 

2. An improved one-part pencil-holder colm 
prising an expansible body, a pair of attach 
ing-hooks projecting rearward and downward 
from the upper end of the holder, and a flexi 
ble locking-prong which projects upward and 
rearward from the lower end of the holder, 
and has a rearwardly-directed sharp point at 
its upper extremity, substantially as herein 
before specified. 

3. An improved pencil-holder composed of 
an expansible body which comprises front 
and back plates united by bowed springs at 
both sides, a pair of attaching-hooks project 
ing rearward and downward from , the upper 
end of said back-plate, and a flexible lock 
ing-prong which projects upWard and rear 
Ward from its lower end and has a rearwardly 
directed sharp point opposed to the space be 
tween said hooks, substantially as hereinbe 
fore specified. 

GEO. W. WASHIBURN. 
Witnesses: 

C. H. ZELLERS, 
GEO. M. WHITNEY. 

3O 

35 

40 

45 

  


