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To wll whom it maey coneeriv:
Be it known that I, Cyrus Epwarp Sth,
a citizer of the United States, residing at Fall

River, in the county of Bristol and State of

Vassachusetts, have invented a new and useful

Chain-Connecting Deviea,of which the follow- |

ing is a specification.
The present invention relates to means for

drawing the terminals of sprocket and similar

chains together for the purpose of fastening
the same.  In many stroctares eniploying end-
less sprocket-chains s, for instance, auto-
maohiles —certuin ot the sprocket-wheels cre
ineascd, and therefore it is difficult to ren.ove
or apuly the chains, as it ordinarily requires

the sprocket-wheels to he meved toward each
' of a single strip of metal, can be easily bent to

other and afterward reset.. .
The object of the present invention is to

avoid these objections by providing u simple

device of 2 novel mture, wherehy the terminal

chuin-sprockets may be drawn together and U ment between the two chain-engaging ele-

consequent]y conveniently connected.

“The preforred eibodiment of the invention

is illustrated in the accompanying drawings,
wherein -

Figure 1 is'a view showing portions of a
chain with the improved device conneeting the
same. Fig. 2is a longitudinal sectional view
through the device.

Similar reference-numerals indicate corre-
sponding parts in hoth figares of ‘the draw-
ings .
11 the embodiment illustrated a frame 3 is
cuployed, preferably formed of a single strip
of shicet metal having a rearwardly-extending
offset terminal hook 4 and spaced bearing-
lugs 5 and 6, these bearing-lugs being connect-
ed by a brace portion 7 and the Ing 6 helng
preferably smaller than the lug 5. The for-
mution of the frame will be elearly apparent,
particularly by reference to Fig. 2., ‘Lhe hook
portion 4 is formed by bending one end of the
steip.  Said strip is then bend substantially
midway and looped over, thereby foriing the
lug 6, the opposite terminsl being bent in-
wardly and abutted against the strip slightly
in advance of the hook 4 The beartings & an
€ are formed withoopenings 8, and throvgh the
gume is shidably passed a shank 9, the end
thercof that projects beyond the bearing 6

having a hook 10.  The opposite end is thread-
ed, s shownat 11, Anadjusting thumb-nut
12, serewed upon the threaded shank 11, bears
against the lug 5.~

In using the device the hook 4 is ehgaged in
one of the chain-sprockets at one terminal of
the chain, while the hook 10 is engaged in a
sprocket.of theother terminal_ as elearly illus-
trated in Fig. 1. The nut is then screwed
upon the shank. so as to draw the hooks to-
ward each other, thereby moving the termi-
nals of the chain in a similar direction, so that
they may be readily connected, as will be seen.

It will be apparent that this device is very
simple in its nature and can be readily con-
structed at small cost. The frame, being made

w proper shape, and the loop portion, formed at

one end, constitutes spaced beavings for the
shairk, so that there can be no lateral move-

ments.  Morcover, the deviee constitutes a
handy article which can be arried with any
ovdinary repair kit for automobiles. so that
in euse of accident with the sprocket-chain
«aid chain may be repaired or tightened with
facility. ’ .

Trom the foregoing it is thought that the
construction, operation, and many advantages
of the herein-described invention will be ap-
parent to those skilled in the art without fur-
ther deseription, and it will be understood that
various changes in the size, shape, proportion,
and minor details of construction yuay be re-
sorted to without departing from the spirit or
sucrilicing any of the advantages of the inyen-
tion. _

Having thus described my invention, what
I claim as new, and desire to secure by Letters
Patent, is: -

f. In & device of the class described, the
combination with a frame haying spaced bear-
ings and cavrying a hook, of ashank movably
extending through the bearings and having a
hook, and an adjusting device engaging the
frame aned shank for moving the latter through

D the bearings of the former and thereby mov-

ing said hoolx wward cach other.
9. In n device of the cluss described, the
comthination with a frame having a terminal
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hook and [)I'O\'ldﬂd with a loop portion having !
offset spuced bearings, of a shank s]rlauh

passed thrngh the bearings of the loop por- i

tion and having a hook at,one end, and an ad- |
justing-nut threaded throurh the eml of the
shank =znd abutn::g agaiust nne of the hear-
ings.
3 In a device of the class des""' ed, the
wubination with a frame including a longl-
,udmall\udlspmed bar terminating in an in-
tegral sprocket-chaln - engaging hoo’ of a
hearmu carried Dy the bzn' a sh'mk shdabl\

mounted-in the bearing and located at an in-

clinativn to the bar, saidl shauk carrying a
i sprocket-chain-engaging hook that is located
in opposing relation to the hook of the bar,
i and an sdjusting device eng: 1;::};; the shank.

In te.shmom that [ chun tlia Toregoing as
my own I have hereto aflixed my signature in
the presence of two witnesses.
CYRUS EDWAKD SMITH. [n.s]

Witnesses:
Hecror Lz Bogur,
Puiuiver A. Brosseav. .
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