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Figure 1: Coronal sections through the adult human forebrain at the antsrior limit
of the corpus callosum. Boxed areas (in black) mark out the subgenual anterior
cingulate cortex.
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FURTHER INFORMATION CONTINUED FROM  PCTASA/ 210

Continuation of Box II.2
Claims Nos.: 15,16

Present ciaims 15 and 16 relate to compounds which have a given desired
property or effect, namely that :

- they specifically associate with a GABAergic receptor or a nucleic
acid encoding a GABAergic receptor in the brain of"a living organism,
and

- that their binding pattern enables d1agnos1s or treatment of
late-onset depression.

However, the description does not provide sufficient disclosure in the
sense of Article 5 PCT because 1t discloses no such compounds. The
subject-matter of claims 15 and 16 covers limitless and untried
downstream developments in reiation to yet to be demonstrated molecular
activities. The claims amount to no more than an invitation to set up
further research programs for which no guidance is forthcoming and,
therefore, it is an undue burden to put the claimed subject-matter into -
practice, i.e. to structurally identify the relevant compounds and show
a potential effect in diagnosis and therapy.

Moreover, the result-to-be-achieved type of definition does not allow
the scope of the claim to be ascertained, contrary to Article 6 PCT. The
fact that any compound could be screened does not overcome this
objection, as the skilled person would not have knowledge beforehand as
to whether 1t would fall within the scope claimed.

The applicant’s attention is drawn to the fact that claims relating to
inventions in respect of which no international search report has been
established need not be the subject of an international preliminary
examination (Rule 66.1(e) PCT). The applicant is advised that the EPD
policy when acting as an Internationmal Preliminary Examining Authority is
normally not to carry out a preliminary examination on matter which has
not been searched. This 1s the case irrespective of whether or not the
claims are amended following receipt of the search report or during any
Chapter II procedure. If the application proceeds into the regional .phase
before the EPO, the applicant is reminded that a search may be carried
out during exam1nat1on before the EPO (see EPO Guideline C-VI, 8.2),
should the problems which led to the Article 17(2)PCT declaration be
avercome.
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Box No.ll  Observations where certain claims were found unsearchable (Continuation of item 2 of first sheat)

This intemnational search report has not been established In respact of certain claims under Article 17(2){a) for the following reasons:

1. D Claims-Nos.:

because they relata to subject matter not requlred to be ssarched by this Authority, namely:

2, m Claims Nos.: - 15,16

because they relate (o parts of the intemational application that do not comply with the prascribed requirements to such
an extent that no meaningful International search can be carried out, spacificaily:

see FURTHER INFORMATION sheet PCT/ISA/210

3. D Clalms Nos.:
because they are dependent claims and are not draftad In accordance with lhe second and third sentences of Rule 6.4(a).

Box No. Il Observations where unity of Invention is lacking {Continuation of item 3 of first sheet)

' This International Searching Authority found multiple inventions in this intemational application, as follows:

1. ]:| As all required additonal search fees were timely paid by the appficant, this Intemational search repart covers allsearchable
claims.

2. ]:] As all searchabls claims could be searched without effort Justifving an additional fass, this Authority did not invite payment of
additional fees.

3 L—_l As only some of the required additional search faes were timely paid by the applicant, this intermational search reportcovers
only those claims for which foes were pald, specifically claims MNos.:

4, I:' No required additional search fees were timely pald by the applicant. Consequantly, this Intarnational search report [
restricted to the Invention first mentioned in the claims; It is covered by claims Nos.: ;

Remark on Protest I:l The additional search feos were accompaniad by the appllcant‘s protast and, where appiicable, tha
payment of a protest fee. .

B I:l The additional search feas were accompanied by the applicant's protest but the applicaule protest -
fee was not pald within the time limit spacified In the invitation.

D No protast accompanied the paymant of additional search faes.

Form PCTASA/210 (continuation of first sheat (2)) (Aprit 2005)
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