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To all whom it may concern: 
Be it known that PHILIP. CHRISTIAN, a 

citizen of the United States, and resident 
of Bridgeport, in the county of Fairfield and 
State of Connecticut, has invented certain 
new and useful Improvements in Hairpins, 
of which the following is a specification. 
The present invention relates to an im 

proved hair pin, formed of a single length 
of wire, an object of the invention being 
to provide a hair pin which will effectually 
retain the hair in the position in which it is 
dressed or arranged by the wearer, and will 
at the same time be self-retaining, so that 

5 any chance of its becoming loose or drop 
ping out is eliminated. To this end it is 
proposed to provide a hair pin adapted to 
clamp itself about a lock of hair, after it 
is inserted over the same, in such manner 
as to prevent disengagement of the hair or 
retrograde movement of the hair pin. 
With the above and other objects in view, 

an embodiment of the invention is shown 
in the accompanying drawings, and this em 
bodiment will be hereinafter more fully de 
scribed with reference thereto, and the in 
vention will be finally pointed out in the 
claim. 
In the drawings: 
Fig. 1 is a front elevation of a hair pin, 

according to the present embodiment of the 
invention; 

Fig. 2 is a side view thereof; 
Fig. 3 is a perspective view showing the 

pin being engaged with a lock of hair, the 
side legs of the pin being expanded; and 

Fig. 4 is a perspective view showing the 
pin as clampingly engaged about the hair. 
Similar reference characters indicate cor 

responding parts throughout the several 
figures of the drawings. 

Referring to the drawings, the hair pin, 
according to the present embodiment of the 
invention, comprises a single length of wire 
bent upon itself at its center, and twisted, 
as at 10, in spaced relation to the bight, 
to form a central relatively short leg por 
tion 11, the ends of the wire being bent 
downwardly at each side of the leg portion 
11, to form main leg portions 12 and 13, of 
relatively greater length than the leg por 
tion i1. 
At the portions of the main legs later 

ally adjacent the central leg portion 11, the 
same are provided with inwardly bent or 
offset portions 14 and 15, respectively, 

thereby forming restricted passages 16 at 
each side of the portion 11, and hair re 
ceiving spaces 17 between the closed end 
of the pin and said offset portions of rela 
tively greater width than the passages. 
The central leg portion and the offset por 
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tions being Substantially parallel, shoulders 
18 and 19 are produced at the junction of 
the upper ends of the passages 16 and the 
lower ends of the spaces 17, and preferably 
the portions of the main legs above these 
shoulders converge slightly toward the up 
per or closed end of the pin. - 

In use, the pin is forced in embracing 
relation Over a mass of the hair, as shown 
in Fig. 3, and as the hair is parted by the 
central leg portion and passes at each side 
through the passages 16, the legs are sprung 
outwardly, resuming their contracted posi 
tion as the hair is forced through the pas 
Sages and into the spaces 17, where it 
Spreads out from the compressed state in 
which it passes through the passages, and 
through abutment with the shoulders 18 
and 19 is effectually held in place. At the 
Same time the pin is retained by the hair 
in such manner that any possibility of acci 
dental slippage or loss is prevented. 
The central leg portion is flat, so that it 

will pass through the hair with a minimum 
of resistance, and without danger of break 
ing or tangling the same. The pin may be 
economically manufactured, and is prefer 
ably formed from a spring wire of suitable 
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natural color, or coated by japanning, or 
the like. 

I have illustrated and described a pre 
ferred and satisfactory embodiment of the 
invention, but it will be obvious that 
changes may be made therein, within the 
spirit and scope thereof, as defined in the 
appended claim. 
Having thus described my invention, 

what I claim and desire to secure by Let 
ters Patent is: 
A hair pin formed from a single piece 

of wire and including a closed end por 
tion, a central relatively short leg portion 
extending downwardly from said end por 
tion and formed by doubling the wire cen 
trally and twisting the same adjacent said 
end portion, the side edges of said leg por 
tion being straight and parallel with each 
other, side legs bent downwardly at each 
side of said end portion and in spaced re 
lation to said central leg portion, said side 
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portions being bent inwardly at each side 
of said central leg portion and parallel 
thereto and in spaced relation to said closed 
end portion, and forming shoulders in 
spaced relation to said closed end portion 
to produce relatively large hair receiving 
spaces in the closed end of Said pin at 
each side of said central leg portion, said 
inwardly bent portions forming relatively 
long restricted passages below said shoul 
ders at each side of said central leg portion 
to said relatively large hair receiving spaces, 

whereby the side legs are spread and con 
tracted as the hair is passed through said 
passages into said relatively large hair re- 15 
celving spaces. 

Signed at Bridgeport, in the county of 
Fairfield and State of Connecticut, this 6th 
day of November, A. D. 1923. 

PHILIP CHRISTIAN. 
Witnesses: 

C. M. NEWMAN, 
LILLIAN M. ALLING. 


