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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE. 
WILLIAM. S. RICHARDSON, OF BOSTON, MASSACHUSETTS, ASSIGNOR TO 

THE BALL AND SOCKET FASTENER COMPANY, OF SAME PLACE AND 
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FASTENER FOR GAR MENTS, SUSPENDERS, &c. 

SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No. 584,604, dated June 15, 1897. 
Application filed August 15, 1896, Serial No. 602,920, (No model.) 

To ali, whon, it notif conce77: 
Be it known that I, WILLIAM. S. RICHARD 

SON, a citizen of the United States, residing 
at Boston, in the county of Suffolk and State of 
Massachusetts, have invented a new and use 
ful Improvement in Fasteners for Garments, 
Suspenders, and Similar Uses, of which the 
following is a full, clear, and exact descrip 
tion, leference being had to the accompany 
ing drawings, forming a part of this specifica 
tion, in explaining its nature. 
The invention is an improvement upon 

that described in my application for Letters 
Patent of the United States executed of even 
date herewith; and it relates especially to the 
construction of the fastener whereby the part 
which holds the ball instead of having its 
outer end integral is divided at that point 
and connected by an independent connection, 
and whereby also the said part when integral 
With a loop-suspender or other frame has an 
upper bar or section which is continuous. 
In the drawings, Figure 1 represents my 

invention in elevation with the loop a re 
moved. Fig. 2 is a similar view showing the 
loop in place. Fig. 3 is a view of my inven 
tion attached to a suspender and having the 
ball of the suspender-end engaged with it. 
Fig. 4 is a view of my fastener attached to a 
Suspender, showing also the ball of the sus 
pender-end. Fig. 5 is a section on the line 
acac of Fig. 3. 
A represents the part of the fastener adapt 

ed to receive and hold a ball. It is made of 
Wire, has the curved yielding sides C. a', and 
at One end the sections Cl* C, which are con 
nected with each other by an integral section 
Ca", which may constitute a bar of a metal 
loop or a loop-buckle or other frame. The 
outer ends or sections a dare not integral, 
but are connected by a metal binding or 
loop Ct. These ends preferably are extended 
OltWard, as represented in Fig. 5, and the 
metal loop or binding unites them and limits 
the extent of their out Ward movement-that 
is, the ends are free to be moved apart from 
each other slightly in the loop or binding in 
order that the sides C. C may readily open 
and yield while a connection is being estab 
lished with the ball member. This construc 

tion permits the ends a a to be brought 
closely together and act as a bar against 
which the neck of the ball is drawn, and this 
bar may be reinforced by the metal loop or 
binding-piece a. It also enables the bar a 
to be made integral or in one piece. The 
sections act at a may be bent at any de 
sired angle to the sides C. C. for the purpose 
of forming legs or supports for the same to 
elevate the socket-entrance a, or for any other 
purpose. 
I prefer to make the fastener of one piece 

of wire, which is shaped or bent to form a bar 
or connection between the sections a C as 
well as the sections act, said sides C. C.", and 
the ends a? a, the said ends being the ends 
of the Wire length. 

Having thus fully described my invention, 
I claim and desire to secure by Letters Patent 
of the United States 

1. In a fastener of the character specified, 
a ball-holder made of wire having the sides 
a, a forming a ball-entrance a, the sections 
a, a connected together, the ends a, a and 
a metal loop or connection a connecting said 
ends. 

2. In a fastener of the character specified, 
the yielding sides a, a, the sections C, a, ex 
tending therefrom connected with each other 
by an integral connection, the free ends a, 
a' and a loop or connection a in which said 
ends are free to be slightly moved from each 
other, as and for the purposes described. 

3. In a fastener of the character specified, 
the sections a, a connected with each other, 
the sides C, a forming the socket-entrance a, 
the ends C, a bent outwardly and a loop or 
metal connection C. extending about said out 
Wardly-bent ends. 

4. In a fastener of the character specified, 
the sections Ct, C' shaped to form an entrance 
a for a ball, the ends a, a, the metal loop 
or connection a' attaching the ends together, 
the sections a, a connected together by an 
integral extension in the form of a bar or 
frame substantially as described. 

WILLIAM. S. RICHARDSON. 
Witnesses: 

F. F. RAY MOND, 2d, 
J. M. DOLAN. 
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