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To oll whom ¢ may concern:
Be it known that I, Arexanoer McMir-

-LAN, a citizen of the United States, and a-

resident of Princeton, in the county of
Mercer and State of New Jersey, have in-

vented a new and Improved Flying Target, -

of which the following is a full, clear, and
exact description.
This invention relates to flying targets,

and has particular reference to one which is-

indestructible.
An object. of the invention is to provide
a flying target which can be used over and
over again without its utility being impaired
by constant use. '
Another object resides in the provision of
means whereby the target when struck by
shot will be separated into several parts and
thereby fall, indicating a hit, and at the
same time so constructed as to be readily re-
assembled without damage. _
~Other objects reside in the particular con-

struction and arrangement of parts as clearly

set forth in the following description and
claims taken in connection with the accom-
panying drawing. : T

The invention comprises in general a fly-
ing target having a plurality of wing por-
tions with turnedup outer ‘edges, so that
when the target is revolved the turnedup
propeller edges tend to cause the target to
support itself in the air so that it more truly
flies than most clay targets which are merely
thrown through the air. The various por-
tions of the target are similar in shape and

are detachably connected together by means

of a temporary resilient gripping engage-

“ment between certain of the parts of each
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portion with similar parts of another por-
tion, whereby the target can be readily as-

sembled and when hit by a shot instantly
falls apart. '

The fact that the target falls apart into -

its several separate portions when hit by
shot makes it very easy to register hits in
shooting contests, and the fact that these
parts when separated are not destroyed but
can be readily assembled in their normal

condition and relation makes the target eco-

nomical in use, as it can be used many times
over.

This target may be used with any suitable
machine, if desired, and is adapted to be
used with a machine as shown and described
in my Patent No. 1,332,735 entitled Shooting
trap, issued March 2, 1920,

The invention is illustrated in the accom-
panying drawing, of which—

Figure 1 is a plan view of the device;

Fig. 2 is a vertical section taken on the
line-2—2 of Fig. 1; :

60

" Fig. 3 is a perspective view of the parts.of -

the target shown in Figs. 1 and 2 in sepa-

_rated condition;

Fig. 4 is a plan view of a modified form
of target having-only two propeller sur-
faces;

Fig. 5 is a sectional view of the same taken
on the line 5—5 of Fig. 4; and

Fig. 6 is a perspective view of the Wing“

elements of the target shown in Figs. 4 and 5,
shown in their separated condition.

The invention as shown in the drawing

comprises a flying target which in one form

is made of two wing portions, each portion |

having two propeller surfaces connected by
an intermediate body portion. The pro-
peller surfaces are.indicated by the numerals
1,2, 3 and 4; and the body portion, by the
numerals-5 and 6. Each body portion is

provided with central square apertures 7

through which, if desired, the shaft of an
impelling or throwing machine may be in-
serted. ‘ '

On one of the body portions, such as 5,
ear portions 8 and 9 are struck up out of
the metal of the body portion and sloped
upwardly and slightly inclined toward each
other, as shown 1n Fig. 8. The portions 8
and 9 are struck up on opposite sides of the
aperture 7 in line with the longitudinal axis

of the body portion 5. The body portion 6,

which is provided with a similar aperture 7,
is provided with struck-up ear portions 10
and 11 shaped similarly to portions 8 and 9
but which are struck up on opposite. sides
of aperture 7 of body portion 6 in a line
parallel to the transverse axis of body por-
tion 6. The ear portions 8, 9, 10 and 11. are
formed integral with the metal of the wing
portions and are resilient. As shown in
Figs. 1 and 2, the two wing portions are
assembled by inserting the ear portions 10
and 11 through the apertures 12 and 13 in
the body portion 5 so that their upwardly
curved résilient inner surfaces lie along the
outer similarly curved surfaces of the ear
portions 8 and 9, thereby achieving a resil-
lent gripping engagement between the ear
portions whereby the body portions are
maintained in their proper relation.

As shown in Figs. 4, 5 and 6, a flying
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target is provided having only two propel-
ler surfaces 14 and 15, each provided with
body portions 16 and 17 and apertures 18
similar to the above-mentioned aperture .
The body portions 16 and and 17 are re-
siliently held together by means broadly
gimilar to the engaging means above men-

~tioned. This particular modification com-
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_of propeller portions,

prises a slot 19 in the body portion 17 on

one side of the aperture 18, and a resilient

fastener stud. 20 on the other gide of the

aperture 18. The body portion 16 is pro-

vided with an emd portion 21 adapted to be
inserted in the slot 19, and with an aper-
ture 22 into which the resilient fastener stud

90 can be inserted. As shown in Figs. 4

and 5, by slipping the end portion 21 into

the slot 19 from the under side of body por-~
_tion 17, and then pressing the resilient fas-
tener stud 20 into the aperture 22, the two

body portions 16 and 17 are resiliently
gripped together.

In both these forms of flying targets, it
perceived that it will require

portions or the propeller surfaces to sepa-
rate the two body portions, since the grip-
ping engagement between the body portions
is only heavy enough to keep them assem-
bled until struck by shot.

What I claim is:

1. A flying target comprising a plurality
ler portions and resilient connec-
tions therebetween whereby the ‘impact of
shot thereon will separate the propelier
portions from one another. :

2. A flying target comprising a plurality
of propeller portions and resilient members
on each propeller portion, adapted to engage
each other when the portions are assem-
bled, the engagement of the portions being
only sufficient to normally hold *hem assem-
bled, whereby the impact of shot thereon

will separate the wing portions from one '

another. A

3. A flying target comprising a plurality
integral resilient
members on each propeller jportion adapted
to engage each other when the portions are

assembled, the engagement of the portions .

being only sufficient to normally hold them
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assembled, whereby the impact of shot there-

on will separate the wing portiong from one
another. I

4. A flying target comprising a plu‘ralit}z
of wing portions of resilient material, eac
portion having integral struck-up ear por-
tions, the ear portions of one wing portion
adapted to lie along and resiliently engage

the ear portions of another wing portion

when the wing portions are assembled to-

hold the wing portions lightly together
whereby the Impact of shot thereon will
separate the wing portions from ‘one an-
other. _ '
5. A flying target having a wing portion,
said wing portion comprising 2 propeller
surface at one end, a body portion having
an’ aperture centrally located therein, and
a resilient integral struck-up ear portion
on one side of said aperture. '

6. A flying target having a wing portion,
said wing portion comprising a propeller
surface at one end thereof and a body “por-
tion having an aperture, engaging means
on the body portion on one side of said
aperture and adapted to engage .with the
body portion of another wing portion.

7" A flying target having a pair of wing
portions, each of said wing portions com-
prising a propeller surface at one end there-
of and a body portion having an aperture
therein, engaging means. disposed on oppo-
site sides of the aperture of one of said
body portions in line with the longitudinal
axis thereof, and engaging means disposed
on opposite sides of the aperture of . the
other of said body portions in line with the
transverse axis thereof, said engaging means
adapted to lightly and resiliently contact
with each other when the two wing por-
tions are assembled whereby the impact of
shot thereon will separate the wing por-
#ions from one another.

8. A flying target comprising a plurality
of propeller portions, said portions being
separable and held in their assembled rela-
tion only by the resilient contacting engage-
ment of integral members on each of said
propeller portions.

ALEXANDER McMILLAN,
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