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(57) Abstract: An air bag device
for knee protection (M1), wherein
an air bag (26) folded and stored
under a steering column (3) is
developed and inflated while
rising from the lower side of the
steering column (3) along the
lower surface of the column cover
(9a) during an inflation process,
and the shape of the air bag after
completing the inflation is formed
generally in a plate shape capable
of covering at least the lower
surface of the column cover,
whereby, even if the knee of the
operator is close to the column
cover in the state of the operator
depressing a brake pedal, the
developed and inflated air bag
can be advanced smoothly into
a space between the knee of the
operator and the lower surface
of the column cover, and the
developed and inflated air bag can
accurately protect the knee so that
the knee of the operator does not
interfere with the column cover.
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