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Claims. 
1. 

This invention relates to a guard or protective 
device and has particular reference to a novel 
finger cot and method of making Same. 
One of the principal objects of the invention. 

is to provide novel means and method of forming 
finger protection means which is simple, inex 
pensive and durable in construction. 
Another object is to provide a device of the 

above character so formed as to provide maxi 
mum protection while affording free use and flex 
ing of the finger. 
A further object is to provide novel resilient 

means for retaining the protective device on the 
finger and a simple and unique method of Secur 
ing said resilient means to Said device So as to pro 
tect the securing means against wear during the 
use of the device. 
Many other objects and advantages will become 

and be apparent from the following description 
when taken in connection with the accompanying 
drawings and it is to be understood that many 
changes and modifications may be made both in 
the details of construction, arrangement of partS 
and methods shown and described without depart 
ing from the spirit of my invention as Set forth in 
the accompanying claims. I, therefore, do not 
Wish to be limited to the exact arrangement of 
parts, details of construction and method shown 
and described, as the preferred form is given only 
by way of illustration. 

Referring to the drawings: 
Fig. I is a perspective view of the device 'em 

bodying the invention in position of use; 
Fig. II is a perspective view of the finished 

article; 
Fig. III is a plan view of a portion of the device, 

illustrating a step in the method of fabrication; 
Fig. IV is a view generally similar to Fig. I of 

another part of the device, 
Fig. W is a plan view of the resilient member 

prior to its assembly with the device; 
Fig. WI is a plan view illustrating the method 

of assembling and Securing the parts together; 
Fig. VII is an enlarged cross sectional view of 

the assembly taken along line VII-VII of Fig. WI 
and looking in the direction indicated by the 
arrows; and 

Fig. VIII is a view similar to Fig. VII illustrat 
ing how the securing member and the portion to 
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2 
tially secured relation with each other and to 
position the Stitched joined portions thereof in 
wardly of said device. 

In many industrial activities such as when 
holding articles to be sanded, buffed, polished 
Or the like, protection means for one or more of 
the fingers is often desirable. Such means not 
only avoid injury but also greatly increase the 
performance of the worker and ultimately save 
many man hours in production costs. The major 
requirements of such a device are that it be of 
Simple and inexpensive design and construction, 
that it will not restrict the free movement or 
flexing of the finger, that it be self-retaining in 
position of use and that it provide adequate pro 
tection. 

Applicant has provided a device not only satis 
fying all of the above requirements but, addi 
tionally, has devised a new and improved method 
of fabrication. 

Referring more particularly to the drawings 
wherein like characters of reference denote like 
parts throughout the Several views, the device 
embodying the invention comprises an inner or 
main protective member 9, as illustrated in Fig. 
III, blanked from leather, canvas or other Suit 
able material and to controlled contour shape and 
size. An outer member 9, as shown in Fig. IV, is 
blanked from Similar material and to the same 
general shape and size as the forward portion of 
the member 9 So that the two members may be 
arranged One On the other with their edges in 
Substantially flush relation with each other. The 
parts 9 and 0 are Secured to each other adja 
cent their side edges and ends, as by stitching 4, 
to form a pocket for the finger. As shown in Fig. 
I, the outer member 0 is of Sufficient length to 
cover the back of the forward portion of the fin 
ger but does not extend Over the intermediate 
knuckle 8. The inner or main member 9 has a 
lip portion f2 integrally formed with it to which 
the strap-like securing member , shown in Fig. 
W, is attached, said strap or securing member 
preferably being formed of a fabric having re 
silient qualities or having rubber or other similar 
means interwoven thereWith. 
As shown in Figs. WI and VII, the three mem 

bers are initially positioned in their proper rela 
tion, substantially flat, one on the other, with the 

which it is attached are reversed as to their ini- 50 outer member 10 being positioned on the forward 
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portion of the main member 9 and the strap or 
securing member under the lip portion 2 of 
said main member 9, the strap or Securing men 
ber first having its ends 3 folded under. Thus 
arranged, the component parts of the device may 
be simply and efficiently secured together by a 
single line of stitches 4 following the general 
contour of the side edges and forward end of the 
main member 9 slightly inwardly thereof. 
After the parts have been assembled and 

stiched together as shown in Figs. WI and VII, the 
strap or securing member is then positioned 
on the opposite side of the portion 2, as illus 
trated in Fig. VIII. This is accomplished by 
folding the free end of the lip portion 2 
inwardly beneath the strap or Securing men 
ber and again drawing said free end outwardly 
over the strap or securing member to a final 
position as shown in Figs. I and II. This causes 
the stitch joined edges, together with the stitch 
ings, to be located inwardly of the strap or secur 
ing member and provides a neat Connection 
thereof with the portion 2. This not only pro 
tects the stitchings from being engaged by the 
work and becoming prematurely worn but also 
causes the side portions 6 of the lip 2, adjacent 
the connection joint, to curve inwardly as shown 
in Fig. WIII. In this manner the in Wardly ex 
tending ends provide a more snug fit and a more 
positive gripping action with the finger. The fit 
is such as to prevent twisting relative to the finger 
when in use. 

Referring again to Fig. IV, the rear portion of 
the outer member O is initially cut or blanked 
With a forwardly extending curved contour 5 so 
as to provide positive knuckle clearance and a 
Snug fit of the device about the finger. 
The integral lip portion 2 of the main protec 

tive member 9 is adapted to fit about the base of 
the finger so as to afford protection to that part 
of the finger. 

It is also to be noted, as illustrated in Fig. I, 
that the portion 9 joining the main member 9 
with the integral portion f2 and which lies be 
tWeen the strap or securing member and out 
er member 9, being of a single thickness, af 
fords free fiexing of the intermediate knuckle 
f8 when the device is in position of use on the 
finger. 
From the foregoing description it will be seen 

that simple, efficient and economical means, and 
method have been provided for accomplishing 
all of the objects and advantages of the inven 
tion. 

Having described my invention, I claim: 
1. A finger protection device comprising a pair 

of Superimposed members of flexible material, 
one of Which is of a length. Sufficient to cover 
substantially the length of one side of a finger 
and the other being of a length extending sub 
Stantially to the intermediate knuckle of the fin 
ger, said members being connected with each 
other adjacent the outer edges thereof to form 
a pocket-like portion with a portion of the first 
member extending outwardly of said pocket-like 
member and a strap-like member of resilient ma 
terial having its ends Secured to the side edges 
of said outwardly extending portion with said 
side edges curving in Wardly and with the ends of 
Said strap-like member lying inwardly of the 
Securing means to provide a more positive grip 
ping action. With the finger. 

2. A finger protection device comprising a pair 
of superimposed members of flexible material, 
one of which is of a length to cover substantial 
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4. 
ly the length of one side of a finger with a por 
tion overlying the base of the finger and the 
other being of a length extending substantially 
to the intermediate knuckle of the finger and 
having an adjacent forwardly curving edge por 
tion, said members being secured in super 
imposed relation with each other to form a pock 
et-like member, and resilient strap-like means 
secured to said portion overlying the base of the 
finger by thread-like connection means with the 
sides of said portion overlying the base of the 
finger and the ends of said strap-like resilient 
means extending inwardly of the thread-like con 
nection means. 

3. A finger protection device comprising a pair 
of superimposed members of flexible material, one 
of said members being of a length greater than 
the other, means securing edge portions of said 
members together with a portion of Said longer 
member extending beyond the shorter member 
and a strap-like portion of resilient material 
secured to said extending portion with the Side 
edges of said extending portion and the ends of 
the strap-like resilient portion extending inwardly 
of said securing means to provide a more positive 
gripping action with the finger. 

4. A finger protection device comprising a pair 
of superimposed members of flexible material, one 
of said members being of a length greater than 
the other, means securing edge portions of said 
members together with a portion of Said longer 
member extending beyond the shorter member 
and a strap-like portion of resilient material Se 
cured to said extending portion, the means secur 

5 ing said three members together comprising a 
Single line of stitching. - 

5. A method of forming a finger protection de 
vice comprising forming a pair of protection 
members of flexible material of controlled shape 
and size, the main member being of a length 
greater than the other, forming a strap-like mem 
ber of resilient material, placing said members 
in Superimposed relation with the shorter protec 
tion member lying on One side of the main mem 
ber and adjacent one end thereof and with the 
resilient strap-like member lying on the opposed 
side of the main member and adjacent the other 
end thereof, securing said members together in 
said relation and thereafter reversing the position 
of the resilient strap-like member to cause said 
strap-like member to lie on the side of the main 
member on which the other member lies. 

6. A method of forming a finger protection 
device comprising forming a pair of protection 
members of flexible material in controlled shape 
and size, the main member of which being of a 
length greater than the other, forming a strap 
like member of resilient material, placing said 
members in Superimposed relation With the 
shorter protection member lying on One side of 
the main member and adjacent one end thereof 
and With the resilient strap-like member lying 
On the other side of the main member and adja 
cent the opposed end thereof, securing said mem 
bers together in said relation by a single stitching 
and thereafter reversing the position of the re 
silient strap-like portion to cause said strap-like 
portion to lie on the side of the main member 
on which the other member lies. 

7. A method of forming a finger protection 
device comprising forming a pair of protection 
members of flexible material, the main member 
of which is of a length greater than the other, 
forming a strap-like member of resilient material, 
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placing said members in Superimposed relation 
with the shorter protection member lying on one 
side of the main member and adjacent one end 
thereof and with the resilient strap-like member 
lying on the other side of the main member and 
adjacent the opposed end thereof, securing said 
members together in said relation by a Single 
line of Stitches inwardly of their edges and there 
after reversing the position of the resilient strap 
like member to cause Said strap-like member 
to lie on the side of the main member on which 
the other member lies With the edges of Said 

5 

6 
main member and said strap-like member adja 
cent the stitches lying inWardly of said stitches. 

JOHN C. FINEGAN. 
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