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To all, whom it may concern: 
Be it known that I, JOSHUA BRIGGs, of Bos 

ton, county of Suffolk, State of Massachusetts, 
have invented an Improvement in Adjustable 
Chairs or Stools, of which the following de 
Scription, in connection with the accompany 
ing drawings, is a specification, likeletters and 
numerals on the drawings representing like 
parts. 
This invention has for the object the pro 

duction of an improved adjustable chair or 
Stool, more especially adapted as a music 
Stool. 

In my invention the seat has at each end 
rigid brackets, the said brackets being each 
provided with a carriage adapted to slide 
lipOn an inclined track secured to the main 
body of the chair, and to hold the seat in ad 
justed position I have combined there with a 
pawl-and-ratchet mechanism constituting a 
locking device, the pawls being under the 
control of a rock-shaft exposed at one or both 
sides of the chair. 

Figure 1 of the drawings in front elevation 
represents an adjustable chair embodying my 
invention; Fig. 2, a longitudinal section 
thereof in the line ac, Fig. 3 being a partial 
Section in the line ac', and Fig. 4 is a side 
view partially broken out. 
The chair-frame is composed, essentially, of 

bifurcated side pieces A, connected by suit 
able rounds A' A', the branches of the side 
pieces being represented as stiffened by a 
brace B. Each side piece at its inner side, as 
herein represented, has attached to it a track 
Cl, the cross-sectional shape of which is repre 
sented in Fig. 3, and below each track is a 
rack or ratchet plateb, attached by screwsb', 
the Said rack-plate having a series of notches 
to be engaged by the pawls c, of which there 
are two, the said pawls being attached to a 
rock-shaft c', Supported in suitable bearings 
in the brackets or arms d at each side of the 
seat d, which latter is and may be suitably 
upholstered. 
The rock-shaft has a suitable handle, as d, 

by which to turn it to cause the pawls to be 
disengaged from the notches of the rack-plates 
whenever it is desired to lower or to raise the 
seat, the pawls being kept in engagement 
with the said notches by means of a spring, 
as e, shown as attached to the under side of 

the seat and as acting upon an arm e' of the 
rock-shaft c'. 
The brackets d of the seat have secured to 

them at their inner sides by screws two me 
tallic carriages.f, properly grooved or having 
lips to embrace the projecting edges of the 
tracks, so as to slide thereon, as best shown 
in Figs. 2 and 3. 

In the chair herein described the seat is 
always in horizontal position; but it slides 
up and down upon inclined tracks. 
The brackets d are connected together at 

opposite sides of the seat by means of a 
rung 9. 
The round or cross-piece A* at the top of 

the side pieces constitutes a back for the 
chair, and near this round or cross-piece I 
have pivoted an auxiliary back D, it being 
composed of a wooden bar, the ends of which 
are inserted into and secured in sockets Or 
openings formed in two metal arms D', piv 
oted to the side pieces at D*, the said pivots 
being herein supposed to be stud-screws. 
This auxiliary back may be either used in 
the full-line position to make an extension 
upwardly of the back of the chair, or may be 
turned down into its dotted-line position to 
close the space between the cross-piece A* and 
the seat, the arms D' in their downturned po 
sition resting against suitable stopsh. 
Viewing Fig. 4, it will be seen that the 

edge of the bracket d next the frame A is re 
cessed or chambered to receive a spiral Spring 
m, which at its lower end is attached to a 
stud 10 of the brackets and at its upper end 
to a suitable stud on the frame, there being 
such a spring on each bracket. These Springs 
counterbalance the weight of the Seat, SO 
that it may be moved up and down with great 
ease, and may be used to advantage With any 
form of locking device or adjusting means 
for the seat. 

I claim 
1. A chair composed, essentially, of the side 

pieces having inclined tracks (t, rack-plates 
located below and projecting beyond said 
tracks, and a vertically-adjustable seat hav 
ing brackets rigidly secured thereto and pro 
vided with inclined faces to rest on the side 
pieces, to thereby always maintain the seat 
horizontal, carriages secured to the inner side 
of said brackets to embrace the projecting 
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edges of the tracks, and a rock-shaft having 
its bearings in said brackets, and pawls con 
nected to said rock-shaft to normally engage 
Said rack-plates, substantially as described. 

2. The combination, with the side pieces, 
the rack-plates connected to the inner sides 
of the side pieces, the horizontal seat having 
rigidly-attached brackets, a rock-shaft ex 
tended through said brackets having pawls 
attached thereto, and an arm e', a spring to 
normally actuate the rock-shaft, and handles 
(lupon the projecting ends of the rock-shaft 
to turn the same, and thereby remove the 
pawls from the rack-plates without tilting 
the seat, of carriages secured to the inner 
sides of the brackets and adapted to engage 
with and slide on the said brackets, substan 
tially as described. 
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3. The combination, with the side pieces 
and the rounds or cross-bar A, constituting 
a back, of the auxiliary back piece pivoted 
below said cross-bar and adapted to be turned 
into position above the said round or cross 
piece to extend the back, or below it to close 
the space thereunder, as desired, and stops 
to limit its movement in downturned posi 
tion, for the purposes set forth. 

In testimony whereof I have signed my 
name to this specification in the presence of 
two subscribing witnesses. 

JOSIUA BRIGGS. 

Witnesses: 
GEO. W. GREGORY, 
E. J. BENNETT, 
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