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This international search report has not been established in respect of certain claims under Article 17(2)(a) for the following reasons:

1. |:| Claims Nos.:

because they relate to subject matter not required to be searched by this Authority, namely:

2. D Claims Nos.:

because they relate to parts of the international application that do not comply with the prescribed requirements to such
an extent that no meaningful international search can be carried out, specifically:

3. D Claims Nos.:

because they are dependent claims and are not drafted in accordance with the second and third sentences of Rule 6.4(a).
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This International Searching Authority found multiple inventions in this international application, as follows:
Please See Continuation Sheet

As all required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant, this international search report covers all
searchable claims.

As all searchable claims could be searched without effort justifying an additional fee, this Authority did not invite
payment of any additional fee.

As only some of the required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant, this international search report
covers only those claims for which fees were paid, specifically claims Nos.:

OO

4. @ No required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant. Consequently, this international search report is
restricted to the invention first mentioned in the claims; it is covered by claims Nos.: 1-16,20,21 and 35-40

Remark on Protest E] The additional search fees were accompanied by the applicant’s protest.
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BOX III. OBSERVATIONS WHERE UNITY OF INVENTION IS LACKING
This application contains the following inventions or groups of inventions which are not so linked as to form a single general inventive
concept under PCT Rule 13.1. In order for all inventions to be examined, the appropriate additional examination fees must be paid.

Group I, claims 1-16, 21-30 and 35-40, drawn to an isolated antibody which binds to the FbsA protein from S. agalactiae, a composition
and a diagnostic kit comprising the same.

Group II, claim 17, drawn to a method of diagnosing an S. agalactiae infection using an antibody which binds to the FbsA protein from
S. agalactiae.

Group II, claims 18 and 20, drawn to a method of treating or preventing an S. agalactiae infection or platelet aggregation by
administering an antibody which binds to the FbsA protein from S. agalactiae.

Group IV, claim 19, drawn to a method of inducing an immunological response by administering the FbsA protein of S. agalactiae.
Group V, claims 31-34, drawn to a vaccine comprising the FbsA protein of S. agalactiae or the fibrinogen binding region of the protein
and pharmaceutically acceptable carrier.

The inventions listed as Groups I-V do not relate to a single general inventive concept under PCT Rule 13.1 because, under PCT Rule
13.2, they lack the same or corresponding special technical features for the following reasons:

The special technical features of inventions I-V are delineated above. The special technical features of inventions I and V are
an antibody that binds to the FbsA protein from . agalactiae, and a vaccine comprising the FbsA protein of §. agalactiae or the
fibrinogen binding region of the protein respectively. These special technical features do not share a common structure, or immunogenic
and biologic functions. Furthermore, while the FbsA protein of S. agalactiae is already known in the prior art, the claimed antibody is
suggested by the prior art. For example, Schubert et al. (Mol. Microbiol. 2: 557-569, 2002) taught the FbsA protein encoded by the
FbsA gene of S. agalactiae, the fibrinogen-binding region and the repeat region of the FbsA, and the fibrinogen-binding synthetic
peptides derived from the repeat unit of the FbsA, contained in a buffer (see abstract; Figure §; Experimental Procedures; and Results).
Given that the FbsA protein and its fibrinogen-binding repeat regions were already disclosed in the prior art, it would have been obvious
to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to raise a polyclonal or monoclonal antibody to the same using art-
known antibody generation techniques to produce the antibody of invention I, with a reasonable expectation of success, since it is routine
and conventional in the art to raise antibodies to a specific art-known protein. Therefore, the antibody product of invention I is not a
unifying special technical feature. Although the product of claim 1 and the first method of using or making the same is a permitted
combination under PCT Rule 13.2, in the instant case, since the product is already suggested in the art, the special technical feature does
not define over the prior art. Technically, the absence of special technical feature permits the separation of the methods of using the
product from the product itself. Furthermore, the antibody produce of invention I is not required to practice the method of invention IV,
and the protein product of invention V is not required to practice the methods of inventions II and IlI. The methods of inventions II, ITI
and IV do not share common steps and/or reagents or compositions.
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