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1. Claim. (C. 40-10) 

This invention relates to improvements in holders and, 
more specifically, is illustrated herein as a holder for 
licenses and permits for business establishments or the 
like. 
Most States, counties and municipalities require licenses 

or permits to be purchased by proprietors of business es 
tablishments for the right to do business or for other 
purposes, and also require that such licenses or permits 
be displayed in open view. These documents frequently 
are pinned on the wall or adhered to window glass to make 
them readily visible. Such display of documents is gen 
erally unattractive, and, in addition, the licenses or per 
mits become damaged or soiled in such open display and 
present even more of an unattractive appearance. Holders 
for such purpose have heretofore been proposed with 
transparent pockets but these are not entirely satisfac 
tory because of the great variation in size of the licenses 
and the difficulty of removing a small license from a 
deep pocket without damaging the holder. 
An important object of the present invention is, there 

fore, to provide a novel holder for documents of the 
type described which supports said documents in a neat 
and orderly manner. 
Another object of the invention is to provide a holder 

of the type described which encloses documents to protect 
them from dirt, vapor or damage and, at the same time, 
displays said documents in open view, and which has 
means providing for convenient access to the documents 
when necessary. 

Another object is to provide a display holder without 
pockets which will support and protect cards, papers and 
documents of widely varying size in readily accessible 
position in full view. 
The objects set forth above are achieved by a docu 

ment holder having a plurality of transverse folded ledge 
strips supported on a stiff back board. The holder has 
a transparent flap overlying the face thereof which serves 
to protect the documents in the holder, and, by means 
of this holder, all the licenses, permits or other documents 
may be assembled in a single place and posted for open 
viewing. One end of the flap is engageable in a bottom 
pocket when the flap is closed so as to lie flat on the 
face of the holder and prevent dust, vapor, or the like from 
reaching the documents. 
The invention will be better understood and additional 

objects and advantages will become apparent from the 
following description taken in connection with the accom 
panying drawings which illustrate a preferred form of the 
invention. It is to be understood, however, that the in 
vention may take other forms, and that all such modifica 
tions and variations within the scope of the appended 
claims which will occur to persons skilled in the art are 
included in the invention, 

In the drawings: 
Figure 1 is a face view of the present license holder 

showing the transparent cover flap disengaged from its 
retaining pocket; 
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Figure 2 is a sectional view taken on the line 2-2 of 

Figure 1; 
Figure 3 is a sectional view taken on the line 3-3 of 

Figure 1 but showing the cover flap engaged in its re 
taining pocket; 

Figure 4 is a sectional view taken on the line 4-4 of 
Figure 1; and 

Figure 5 is a sectional view taken on the line 5-5 of 
Figure 1. 

Referring specifically to the drawings, the holder has 
a stiff, non-foldable back board 10 made from cardboard, 
fiberboard, or the like, with a smooth face surface and 
provided with an eye hook 12 at its top end for hanging on 
the wall. Disposed transversely of the holder are a plu 
rality of strips 14, each having a bottom upward fold or 
flange 15, Figure 3, forming a shallow retaining ledge 
16 for supporting licenses 17 or other documents. Each 
of the strips 14 lies flat on the back 10 and is secured to 
the back along its upper edge by a strip of adhesive tape 
18, the lower folded edges of the strips 14 not being se 
cured to the back. The length of the strips 14 is approxi 
mately the same as the width of the back and the side 
edges of the back are bound with tape 20 bent thereover, 
as best seen in Figure 5, for protecting these edges and 
for positively anchoring the ends of the ledge strips 14. 
Binding tape 20 may be stitched or stapled in place if 
desired but is preferably adhesively secured. 
The holder has a bottom cover flap retaining pocket 21 

formed by a transverse strip 22 which, in the construc 
tion of the holder, is cut to a slightly greater length than 
the width of the holder so that the ends thereof can be 
bent around the edges of the back, Figure 4, and extend 
a short distance across the rear face. The ends of the 
strip 22 are secured to the rear face of the back by a 
vertical strip of tape 23, and this pocket strip is secured 
to the back board throughout its length at its bottom edge 
by tape 24. The top edge of this pocket strip is bound 
by folded tape 26 and the bottom of the back board 10 
is bound by tape 27 which overlies the tape 24. 
A flexible cover flap 30 overlies the front face of the 

back board 10 and is secured at the top of the holder by 
a strip of tape 33 and binding tape 34. This flap is bound 
at its sides and bottom by tape 35 and the lower end 
thereof is adapted to fit in the pocket 21 as shown in Fig 
ure 3 so that the whole flap will lie flat against the front 
face of the holder. By the construction of the bottom 
pocket 21 wherein the strip 22 extends around the edges 
of the back board, a full width retaining pocket is pro 
vided and the flap 30 can assume a width almost that 
of the back board and yet be freely inserted into the 
pocket. The flap thereby fully covers the whole area 
for the licenses and protects said licenses from dirt, 
vapor, or other damage. 
The cover flap 30 and the transverse strips 14, as well 

as strip 22, are formed from a clear plastic or cellophane 
material so that documents supported in the several ledges 
are readily visible in their mounted positions. These 
documents seat in the ledge folds 16 and are held in an 
upright position by the ledge walls 15. If a license will 
not stand upright by itself in a ledge 16then the top there 
of may be tucked under the next upper strip 14. This may 
necessitate shifting the license to another ledge 16 wherein 
the next upper strip is spaced therefrom a distance less 
than the height of the license. The strips 14 are prefer 
ably Spaced apart different distances in a vertical direc 
tion to accommodate licenses of different sizes. An 
unusually large document may be allowed to overlie one 
or more of the strips 14 as it will in any event be retained 
and held flat by the cover flap 30. When cover flap 30 
is raised, all the licenses are exposed and accessible. 

It will be apparent from the disclosure that the present 
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invention is useful for holding and displaying documents 
of the type described in a neat and orderly fashion and 
in open view as required by law. The holder may, how 
ever, be used for many other purposes than the one de 
scribed such as for bulletin boards and advertising dis 
play boards. The holder accommodates cards and papers 
of all sizes not exceeding its overall dimensions with all 
portions of the displayed articles exposed to view. 

Having now described my invention and in what man 
ner the same may be used, what I claim as new and desire 
to protect by Letters Patent is: 
A display holder for a plurality of licenses and the like 

comprising a stiff rectangular back board having top, bot 
tom and side edges, a tape binding on said edges, a plu 
rality of transverse ledge strips extending across the face 
of said back board in vertically spaced relation for Sup 
porting said licenses, said ledge strips being secured at 
their ends under said binding and secured intermediate 
their ends by individual transverse strips of adhesive tape, 
said strips of adhesive tape overlapping edge portions of 
said ledge strips and being adhered throughout their 
lengths to said back board and said ledge strips, a full 
length flexible transparent cover flap slightly narrower 
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4. 
than said backboard and connected at its upper end only 
with a hinge tape on the top edge of said back board, 
and a shallow flap retaining pocket adjacent the bottom 
edge of said back board arranged to receive the lower end 
of said cover flap and hold said cover flap flat against 
licenses on said isdge strips, said cover flap being remov 
able from said pocket to provide access to all of said 
ledge strips. 
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