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passed and repassed over the body surface 
until this surface is entirely covered. This 
operation may be accomplished manually or 
by machine, as desired. It will follow that 
since the body surface is substantially flat, 
the use of a roller 3 enables me to thoroughly 
cover this body surface without allowing the 
solvent to enter the inset surfaces. After 
this step, the finished coloring surface for 
the inset characters is applied. This may be 
accomplished in various ways and as illus 
trated in Fig. 2, the sign is being prepared 
for this color coating. Fig. 2 represents the 
step of applying an adhesive, for which 
varnish is particularly adapted. This adhe 
sive may be applied by means of a brush 
shown at 4, either manually or mechanically 
and in order to avoid the exercise of extreme 
skill, the entire surface of both the inset 
characters and body portion may be covered, 
it being essential only that the inset surfaces 
are thoroughly covered. It will also be 
understood that this step takes place prefer 
ably after the sodium silicate or other solu 
ble covering has dried. After this, and be 
fore the varnish dries, the entire sign may 
be immersed or sprayed, as I have shown, 
with aluminum dust which adheres to the 
sign by virtue of the sticking qualities of the 
varnish. This step is illustrated in Fig. 3 
and after the varnish has dried, the sign is 
immersed in a bath to dissolve the soluble 
covering. Where sodium silicate is used, 
water may be used as the bath and since this 
solvent covered the entire sign body surface, 
all subsequent coatings above the soluble 
coating will also be removed. It will, there 
fore, appear that, as the sign appears in 
Fig. 4, it has been provided with a perma 
nent color covering for the inset characters, 
it is then necessary only to finish the body 
surface and this is illustrated in Fig. 5, 
wherein a roller 5 similar to the roller desig 
nated 3 in Fig. 1, is resorted to. This roller 
may be covered with a suitable paint and 
then passedrand repassed over the body sur 
face as illustrated, until it is completely 
covered. I have found refined coal tar to be 
particularly adaptable for this purpose. 
After this has been done, the sign is com 
pleted as far as its finishing for appearance 
is concerned. 
From the foregoing description, it will be 

??parent that I have provided a novel 
method of finishing signs formed of two 
relatively spaced surfaces. The entire sign 
may be weather proofed or not, as desired, 
and then one of these surfaces is coated with 
a soluble covering which enables the appli 
cation of a color coating to the other sur 
face, by unskilled labor or without exercis 
ing care to prevent this color coating from 
also falling upon the first covered surface. 
This surplus color coating or that which 
appea“. on the surface where it is not de 
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sired, may then be removed by dissolving 
the first applied soluble coyering and this 
surface from which the soluble covering has 
been removed, may then be given a perma 
nent covering, such as paint. I have illus 
trated a convenient means by which the solu 
ble covering and the permanent painted 
covering may be applied, this taking the 
form of the rollers 3 and 5. ?y the use of 
these rollers, I am assured that a surplus 
covering will not be applied and also that 
the covering will appear only on the one 
surface and not in the character surfaces. 
What I claim, is: 
1. The method of finishing signs or simi 

lar articles having inset characters, which 
consists in coating the elevated surface with 
a soluble covering, applying a color coating 
to the inset surfaces and the elevated surface 
surrounding the inset characters, removing 
the color coating which appears on the ele 
vated surface by dissolving thesoluble cover 
ing, and then painting the elevated surface 
with a permanent covering. 

2. The method of finishing signs or simi 
lar articles having inset characters, which 
consists in coating the elevated surface with 
a soluble covering, applying an adhesive to 
the inset surfaces and the elevated surface 
surrounding the inset characters, applying a 
powdered color coating which adheres to 
said adhesive, removing the color coating 
which appears on the elevated surface by 
dissolving the soluble covering, and then 
painting the elevated surface with a per 
manent covering. 

3. The method of finishing signs or simi 
lar articles having inset characters, which 
consists in coating the elevated surface with 
sodium silicate, applying varnish to the inset 
surfaces and the elevated surface sur??und 
ing the inset characters after the silicate is 
dry, s??aying with aluminum dust while the 
varnish is moist, placing the sign in a bath 
to dissolve the silicate and to remove the 
superposed layers of varnish and dust, and 
then painting the elevated surface with a 
permanent covering. 

4. The method of finishing signs or simi 
lar articles having inset characters which 
consists in coating the elevated surface with 
a soluble covering by passing a roller covered 
with the solvent over the elevated surface so 
that the inset surfaces are untouched, apply 
ing a color coating to the inset surfaces and 
the elevated surface surrounding the inset 
characters, removing the color coating which 
appears on the elevated surface by dissolv 
ing the soluble covering, and then applying 
a permanent covering to the elevated surface 
by passing a roller covered with such cover 
ing over it. 

5. The method of finishing metallic signs 
or similar articles having inset characters 
which consists in pickling the sign to remove 
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all metallic oxids, galvanizing said sign, 
then coating the elevated surface with a 
soluble covering, applying a color coating to 
thoroughly cover the inset portions and the 
elevated surface surrounding said charac 
ters, removing the color coating which ap 
??ars on the elevated surface by dissolving 
the.soluble covering and then painting the 
elevated surface with a permanent covering. 

6. The method of finishing metallic sigms 
or similar articles having inset characters 
which consists in pickling to, remove the metallic oxids, galvanizing said signs, coat 
ing the elevated surface with a soluble cover 
ing, applying a color coating to the inset sur 
faces and the elevated surface surrounding 
the inset characters. removing the color coat 
ing which appears on the elevated surface by 
immersing the sign in a bath to dissolve the 
soluble covering, and then applying a per 
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manent covering by painting the elevated 
surface. 

7. The method of finishing signs or simi 
lar articles having characters appearing on 
a different level with the sign body, which 
consists in coating the surface forming one 
of said levels with a soluble covering, apply 
ing a color coating to both of said surfaces, 
removing the color coating which appears on 
the surface coated with the soluble covering 
by dissolving the soluble covering and then 
painting the uncovered surface with a per manent covering. 
In testimony whereof I affix my signature 

in presence of two witnesses. 
CHARLES A. IDTVINE, 

Witnesses: • 

WA??ER E. L. ????, 
A. L. P?E???s. 
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