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To all, whom it may concer. 
Beit known that I, JOSEPHDERITIS, a citi 

zen of the United States, residing at Detroit, 
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35 

40 

45 

in the county of Wayne and State of Michi 
gan, have invented certain new and useful 
Improvements in Fastenings for Trunks, of 
which the following is a specification, refer 
ence being had therein to the accompanying 
drawings. 
Myinvention relates to a device for strength 

ening and securing trunks which may be 
easily applied thereto and which does not in 
terfere with the ready access to the interior. 
The invention consists in the peculiar con 

struction and arrangement of a jointed clamp 
ing-frame, as more fully hereinafter de 
scribed and claimed. 
In the drawings, Figure 1 is a perspective 

view of the frame detached. Fig. 2 is a simi 
lar view of the frame applied to a trunk. 
A and A are loops having sides a and bot 

tomb, preferably formed of steel or other 
material having the requisite strength, and 
adapted to pass around beneath the trunk 
near each end thereof. 
B and B' are two other loops similarly 

formed, which are connected to the loops A 
A and are adapted to pass around the ends of 
the body of the trunk, preferably Just below 
the cover. The loops A and A' are connected 
together by the diagonal tie-rods C C and D 
D', which are pivotally connected to the loops, 
preferably at about the center of the sides a, 
each pair being pivotally connected together 
at a point slightly below the cover of the 
trunk. 
E is a loop or bail hinged at one end to the 

rear rods C C, adapted to pass over the cover 
of the trunk and to be locked to the front 
rodsDD". These hinge andlock connections 
are preferably formed by providing the pivot 
pins c, uniting the rods CC' and D D', with 
the bifurcated heads d, between the bifurca 
tions of which the ends of the bail E are 
adapted to engage, the rear end being pivot 
ally connected thereto. 
The frame thus constructed may be readily 

engaged with the trunk to be secured, the 
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rods C C and D D'allowing the loops to sepa 
rate far enough to admit of their engagement 
with the end and bottom of the trunk. The 
bail E may then be engaged with the cover 
of the trunk, and as its point of connection 
with the links C C comes approximately in 
line with the hinges of the trunk the cover 
of the latter may be opened at any time with 
out removing the bail. 
To lock the frame, the trunk-cover is closed 

and the end of the bail is secured by a pad 
lock or other locking means to the head d of 
the pivotal connection between the links D 
D' at the front of the trunk. In thus engag 
ing the bail with the links the latter will act 
as toggle-levers, which as their pivotal con 
nections are drawn up to reéngage with the 
bail will firmly clamp the loops A and B to 
the bottom and end of the trunk, thus form 
ing a perfect securing means, and one which 
also braces and increases the strength of the 
trunk. 
What I claim as my invention is 
1. As a trunk-securing device, a frame 

comprising two pairs of bottom and endloops 
for the opposite ends of the trunk-front and 
rear toggle-lever connections between said 
pairs of loops and a bail for the cover of the 
trunk hinged to the rear toggle-lever and 
adapted to be locked to the front toggle-le 
vers to clamp the frame to the trunk. 

2. As a trunk - securing device, a frame 
and two pairs of bottom and end loops A and 
B for the opposite ends of the trunk, the 
loops of each pair being hinged together di 
agonal tie-rods C C and D D' forming front 
and rear toggle-lever connections between 
said pair of loops, and the bail Ehinged to 
the pivotal connection of the rear toggle-le 
ver, and adapted to be locked to the pivotal 
connection of the front toggle-lever. 

In testimony whereof I affix my signature 
in presence of two witnesses. 

JOSEPH DERITIS. 
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