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To all whom it may concern:
Be it known that I, ALLEN RISLEY BInG-

- HAM, of New Bedford, in the county of Bris-
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tol and State of Massachusetts, have invented
a new and useful Improvement in Locking-
Boxes, of which the following is a specifica-
tion, reference being had to the accompany-
ing drawings, in which—

Figurelisaperspective,and Fig. 2 alength-
wise central section of a locking box embody-
ing my invention. Fig. 3 shows a modifica-
tion. ' '

The object of my inventien is to produce
an improved box especially adapted for ship-
ping small articles of merchandise at a mini-
mum expense of manufacture. ‘

My invention consists in the combination
of a box-sheath with a draw-box and a fasten-
ing device which has a shank fastened to the
sheath by the covering thereof and a spring
end turned inwardly within the sheath to en-
gage the outer surface of the outer side or
end of the draw-box when it is home within
the box-sheath. -

In the drawings, A is the box-sheath and

A’ the draw-box. It is highly desirable to
securely lock boxes of this class when used
for shipping small articles of merchandise
through the mails and by express, and it is
equally desirable that the boxes should be
readily unlocked for inspection. As these
boxes are principally used by manufacturers,
itisimportant that they should be constructed
with the greatest possible economy.

In boxes embodying my present invention,
the locking device B is made of a sheét metal
plate (such as brass, for example) which is
bent to form a shank b and a spring end ¥’
at an angle to shank b, which is secured to

the box-sheath, by the covering a. This is a
very important feature of my invention con-
sidered in connection with economy of manu-

facture, for the locking plate or deviee is se-'

cured in place when the box-sheath is covered

by the covering a. The spring end b’ pro- .

jects within the box-sheath and when the
draw-box is pushed home, its side o’ snaps
past the spring-end b’ so that the spring-end
engages the outer surface of the draw-box end
and holds the draw-box securely in place. By

‘pressure upon the box-sheath or by a pull on

a'loop &? or the like projecting from the draw-
box, the latter is readily drawn outwardly
past the inwardly projecting spring end 3’,

‘Preferably the lock B is formed between its

ends with a hook b%of such spread astosnugly
fit and keep its place on the sheath side dur-
ing the covering operation, or while the lock-
ing plate is being otherwise secured to the
box-sheath. -

In Fig. 8, showing a slight modification, the
hook portion of the lock is dispensed with.

What I claim is—

The herein described combination of a box-

“sheath, composed of body material and a su-

perimposed covering, and a draw-box with a
locking device having a shank secured on the
box-sheath, between the body material there-
of and the superimposed covering and by said
covering, the locking device having a free
spring end turned inwardly from the box-
sheath into the path of the draw-box, sub-
stantially as and for the purpose set forth.

ALLEN RISLEY BINGHAM.

Witnesses: -
- TREDERICK RATCLIFF,
FRrANCIS K. ALLEN,
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