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5 Claims.

This invention relates to ornamental and dec-
orative devices and methods of making them and
has to do particularly with the utilization of
ornamental tubes or straws which are usually

5 lransparent or translucent and may be highly
colored. If is well' known that these transparent
or translucent tubes are very decorative when
apprepriately groupsd either with other straws
or with other ornamental materials such as

10 colored Cellophane sheets or forms.

An object of the invention is to provide a new
article of manufacture which is easily and in-
expensively made and is highly ornamental.

Another: object of the invention is to provide
& simple, convenient and inexpensive method of
combining a plurality of ornamental tubes and
at the same time automatically disposing them
in radiating or sprayed relation to each other.

Other more specific cbjects and features of
20 the invention will become apparent from the fol-

lowing detailed description which refers to the
drawing. .

In the drawing:

Fig. 1.is a front view of a decoration con-
structed in accordance with the invention;

Fig. 2 is a rear view of the decoration shown
in Fig. 1;

. Fig. 3 is a perspective view of the tubes em-
ployed in the decoration of Figs. 1 and 2 as they
50 are positioned prior to the assembly of the tubes

to produce the decorative effect shown;

" Fig. 4 is a front view of a modified form of

decoration; and

Figs. 5, 6, and 7 are elevation views illustrating
the method of combining and positioning the
straws employed in the dec.ration of Fig. 4.

Referring first to Figs. 1 and 2, the decora~-
tion therein illustrated comprises a plurality of
decorative tubes | tied together adjacent the
center with a ribbon 2, the latter being disposed
in a bow knot comprising a plurality of decora=
tive loops 3 as shown.

The tubes | are preferably constructed of
transparent or translucent straws formed of
Glassine paper or of Cellophane or other suitable
colored material. A desirable type of straw made
of Cellophane and known by the trade name of
“Glassips” is particularly effective for this: use.

As shown in Figs. 1 and 2, the straws | are
bound tighitly together by the knot 2 but the
ends of the straws radiate from the point of
‘joinder as a center. This radiation is automati-
cally produced in.response to the tightening of
the ribbon about the straw. Thus initially the
straws | are laid in parallel relation as shown in
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Fig. 3 and the ribbon 2 looped therearound,
knotted and drawn up tight, thereby compressing
the walls of the tubeés inwardly within the loop
of the ribbon and causing the ends to separate
into the position shown in Figs. 1 and 2. The
squeezing of the straws within the knot com-
presses the walls of the straws to smaller di-
mensions whereby the straws can all be contained
within a very small cross sectional area at the
point of constriction. However, since the straws
" are not deformed at a small distance from the
point of constriction, they cannot occupy such a
small space and therefore the axes of the straws
are separated a greater distance than at the
point of constriction. This causes the extreme
outer ends of the straws to be spaced apart sub-
stantial distances as shown in Figs. 1 and 2.

The crnament shown in Fig. 4 consists of a
stem (0 supporting leaves {{, berries 12 and a
plurality of ornamental tubular elements 13
radiating from a common center adjacent the 29
point of conjunction of the stems bearing the
leaves {1 and berries 12 with the main stem 10.
The leaves {l and berries 12 are formed in ac-
cordance with well known practice in the decora-
tive art and their construction does not con-
stitute a part of the present invention. Suffice
it to say that these elements are provided with
& common stem which is placed alongside a com-
mon stem for all the radiating elements {3 and 30
the stems bound together with decorative tape
or any -other suitable material to form a full
stem 10.

In order to form and support the tubes 13, a
group of straight tubes are placed in parallel po-
sition as shown in Fig. 5 and a wire 14 is passed
around the tubes and the ends twisted together
as shown in Fig. 6, thereby defining a closed loop
15 which encircles the tubes 13. The ends 16 of
the wire (4 are further twisted to constrict the 40
loop 18, thereby crushing the walls of the tubes
18 and bringing the axes of the tubes in close
relation, which causes the ends of the tubes to
be sprayed outwardly as shown in Fig. 7. 'The
outer ends of all of the tubes may then be bent 45
upwardly by swinging them as a unit about the
point of constriction so that the ends all point
upwardly and outwardly as shown in Fig. 4 and
the straws are then combined with the Jeaves ||
and the berries 12 by laying the twisted portion 50
18 of the wire 14 alongside the stem structure of
the leaves and berries and binding the whole
together to constitute the stem 10.

It is to be understood that although the in-
vention has been explained by describing in de- 55
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tail two modifications thereof, many variations
in the particular structure shown will occur to
those skilled in the art and the invention is
therefore to be limited only as set forth in the
appended claims. Thus, as an example, instead
of combining a group of straws together midway
between their ends, the straws may be bound to-
gether adjacent one end, thereby producing a
structure better adapted for some decorative pur-
poses than where both ends of the straws are
utilized. .

I claim:

1. As a new article of manufacture, an orna~
ment comprising a plurality of tubular straws,
means binding the straws together substantially
midway between their ends, said ' means compact-
ing the medial portions of the straws to thereby
dispose the straws in radial position about a
common center.

2. A process of making ornamental decora-
tions consisting in disposing & plurality of elon-
gated tubular transiucent straws longitudinally
side by side providing a bundle, placing an elon-
gated flexible element about the bundle between
the ends of the straws, twisting the ends of said
element together for forming a loop encircling
the bundle, and further twisting the ends of
said element for compressing the straws adjacent
said loop for causing the ends of said straws to
be disposed radially with respect to said loop.

3. The process of making ornamental decora-
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tions consisting in arranging a plurality of elon-
gated tubular translucent straws side by side,
placing an elongated flexible element about the
straws transversely and between the ends there-
of, twisting the ends of sald element together for
providing a loop portion thereof encircling the
straws, and further twisting the ends of said ele-
ment for compressing portions of the straws
within said loop and causing the ends of said
straws to be radially disposed with respect to
said loop. :

4. As a new article of manufacture, an orna-

ment comprising a plurality of tubular straws,

means binding the straws together at a point
spaced from one end of each of sald straws, said
means compacting the bound portions of the

straws to thereby dispose the straws in radial

position about a common center,

5. The process of making ornamental decora-
tions consisting in disposing a plurality of elon-
gated tubular translucent straws longitudinally
side by side providing a bundle, placing an elon-
gated flexible element about the bundle at a point
spaced from one end thereof, and constricting
sald elongated flexible element about said bundle
whereby the straws are compressed adjacent said
flexible element and the ends of the straws are
disposed radially with respect to the flexible ele-
ment,
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