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(57) An apparatus (14) for operating an electronic
household appliance (10), in particular a cooking hob
having a plurality of treatment/ cooking zones (12), com-
prises a plurality of first optical display devices, each of
the plurality of treatment zones (12) being allocated with
atleast one of the plurality of first display devices (d1..d4);
a plurality of first input devices (s7..s10), each of the plu-
rality of treatment zones (12) being allocated with at least
one of the plurality of firstinput devices (s7..s10), wherein
the first input device (s7..s10) being allocated to a treat-
mentzone (12) is arranged nearby the first display device
(d1..d4) being allocated to the same treatment zone (12);
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Apparatus for operating an electronic household appliance

and a control means (16) being connected to the plurality
of first display devices (d1..d4) and to the plurality of first
input devices (s7..s10). After selection of a main func-
tionality of the household appliance (10) by a user, the
control means (16) controls one of the plurality of first
display devices (d1..d4) to display a predetermined pre-
set value of a parameter of the main functionality, and
controls the first input device (s7..s10) arranged nearby
the first display device controlled in this way to select the
preset value displayed by the first display device when
being operated by a user.

14

w
s
o

/

T~
el »
]

L
T~

Qo €0

]

e

.

=1=
|@o
o

- d5

[@e]

go| [op] [6o]/ [oB go| [dp
) / | N L\
| { { | | ( '6
s1 s2 s3 16 s4 g5 s

Fig. 2

Printed by Jouve, 75001 PARIS (FR)



1 EP 3 001 108 A1 2

Description

[0001] The present invention relates to an apparatus
for operating an electronic household appliance, in par-
ticular a cooking hob, having a plurality of treatment
zones.

[0002] Cooking hobs having a plurality of cooking
zones are widely used in private households. In recent
years, the operating means for such cooking hobs are
more and more configured as so-called "touch controls”,
i.e. having user interfaces comprising touch-sensitive
and/or approach-sensitive input devices.

[0003] Conventional user interfaces having simple
configuration usually comprise input devices for selecting
one of the plurality of cooking zones and a further input
device for inputting the desired power level of the select-
ed cooking zone. This further input device usually in-
cludes afirstinputelement”-"and a second input element
"+". In case of a cooking hob providing power levels in
the range of 0..9 the user must operate the second input
element "+" nine times to input the power level "9" after
having selected one of the cooking zones. Some type of
cooking hobs provide power levels in the range of 0.. 19
or provide also half power levels such as "1.5". In case
of such cooking hobs the user must operate the second
inputelement"+" over adozen times to input a high power
level after having selected one of the cooking zones.
[0004] More expensive cooking hobs comprise user
interfaces which are equipped with slider type input de-
vices or turning knob type input devices for inputting the
desired power level. It allows the user to set the power
level discretionarily and easily. However, input devices
of this kind involve the necessity to use additional elec-
tronic components, resulting in increasing costs of the
user interface.

[0005] Itis an object of the presentinvention to provide
an improved apparatus for operating electronic house-
hold devices which facilitates the setting of parameter
values by a user without the need of additional electronic
components.

[0006] This object is achieved by an apparatus for op-
erating an electronic household appliance comprising the
features of independent claim 1. The dependent claims
include various advantageous configurations of the
present invention.

[0007] The apparatus for operating an electronic
household appliance having a plurality of treatment
zones according to the present invention comprises: a
plurality of first optical display devices, each of the plu-
rality of treatment zones being allocated with at least one
of the plurality of first display devices; a plurality of first
input devices, each of the plurality of treatment zones
being allocated with at least one of the plurality of first
input devices, wherein the first input device being allo-
cated to a treatment zone is arranged nearby the first
display device being allocated to the same treatment
zone; and a control means being connected to the plu-
rality of first display devices and to the plurality of first
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input devices. In addition, this apparatus is characterized
in that, after selection of a main functionality of the house-
hold appliance by a user, the control means controls one
of the plurality of first display devices to display a prede-
termined preset value of a parameter of the main func-
tionality, and controls thefirstinput device arranged near-
by the first display device controlled in this way to select
the preset value displayed by the first display device
when being operated by a user.

[0008] The operating apparatus of the present inven-
tion is advantageously used for cooking hobs having a
plurality of cooking zones.

[0009] The main functionality of the household appli-
ance may be a power level input of a treatment zone or
atimer function, for example. In this case, the parameter
of the main functionality of the household device may be
a power level or a time, for example.

[0010] Also, the operating apparatus of the presentin-
vention is advantageously used for user interfaces in-
cluding input devices comprising at least one touch-sen-
sitive and/or approach-sensitive operating element.
[0011] Further, the operating apparatus of the present
invention is advantageously used for user interfaces in-
cluding display devices comprising at least one seven-
segment digital displaying element.

[0012] The operating apparatus of the present inven-
tion comprises a plurality of first optical display devices
being allocated to the plurality of treatment zones, a plu-
rality of first input devices being allocated to the plurality
oftreatmentzones, and a controlmeans being connected
to the first display devices and the first input devices. By
using these first display devices and first input devices
also for displaying and selecting preset values of a pa-
rameter of a main functionality of the household appli-
ance there is no need for additional electronic compo-
nents. In addition, by displaying one or more preset val-
ues of the parameter of the main functionality the user
can set a desired value of the parameter with a less
number of operating steps in comparison to the conven-
tional simple user interfaces described above, thus mak-
ing the settings performed by a user faster and more
efficient.

[0013] In a preferred configuration of the invention, af-
ter selection of a main functionality of the household ap-
pliance by a user, the control means controls the plurality
of first display devices to display a plurality of different
predetermined preset values of a parameter of the main
functionality, and controls the plurality of first input de-
vices to select the respective preset values displayed by
the first display devices when being operated by a user.
[0014] In another preferred configuration of the inven-
tion, each of the plurality of first input devices includes
one input element for selecting the respective one of the
plurality of treatment zones, and a further input device is
provided which comprises a first input element for de-
creasing the value of the parameter and a second input
element for increasing the value of the parameter. In this
configuration, the control means controls the further input
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device to decrease orincrease the value of the parameter
starting from the selected preset value of the parameter
when being operated by a user.

[0015] In another preferred configuration of the inven-
tion, each of the plurality of first input devices includes a
firstinput element for decreasing the value of the param-
eter and a second input element for increasing the value
of the parameter. In this configuration, the control means
controls the plurality of first input devices to select the
respective preset value of the parameter and to decrease
or increase the value of the parameter starting from the
selected preset value of the parameter when being op-
erated by a user.

[0016] In this configurationitis preferred that a second
input device including at least one input element is pro-
vided for selecting atreatment zone when being operated
by a user.

[0017] In still another preferred configuration of the
present invention, the operating apparatus further com-
prises at least one second display device not being allo-
cated to one of the plurality of treatment zones and at
least one second input device arranged nearby this at
least one second display device. In this configuration,
after selection of a main functionality of the household
appliance by a user, the control means controls the at
least one second display device to display another pre-
determined preset value of the parameter of the main
functionality, and controls the at least one second input
device to select the preset value displayed by the second
display device when being operated by a user.

[0018] In still another preferred configuration of the in-
vention, after selection of a main functionality by a user,
the control means controls the first display devices to
display the preset values of the parameter in a selection
mode being different from an operation mode for display-
ing the values of the parameter finally set. The selection
mode may be a flashing displaying of the preset values
and/or a displaying of the preset values in a different
color, for example.

[0019] The above object is also achieved by an elec-
tronic household appliance, in particular a cooking hob,
comprising a plurality of treatment zones and an operat-
ing apparatus according to the present invention as de-
scribed above.

[0020] Theabove objectisfurtherachieves by acontrol
means being arranged for an operating apparatus ac-
cording to the present invention as described above.
[0021] Still further, the above object is achieved by a
method for controlling an electronic household appli-
ance, in particular a cooking hob, having a plurality of
treatment zones, wherein, after selection of a main func-
tionality of the household appliance by a user, at least
one of a plurality of first optical display devices is con-
trolled to display a predetermined preset value of a pa-
rameter of the main functionality, wherein each of the
plurality of treatment zones is allocated with at least one
of the plurality of first display devices; and a first input
device being allocated to one of the plurality of treatment
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zones and being arranged nearby the first display device
displaying the preset value of the parameter is controlled
to select the preset value displayed by the first display
device as an input value of the parameter when being
operated.

[0022] Further and above features and advantages of
the present invention will be more fully understood when
studying the following description of some preferred em-
bodiments with reference to the accompanying drawings.
In the - at least partly schematic - drawings:

Fig. 1 isaperspective view of a cooking hob according
to an embodiment of the present invention;
Fig.2 is atop view of an operating apparatus accord-
ing to a first embodiment of the present inven-
tion showing the electronic components there-
of; and

Fig. 3 is atop view of an operating apparatus accord-
ing to a second embodiment of the present in-
vention showing the electronic components
thereof.

[0023] Figure 1 exemplarily shows a cooking hob 10
representing an embodiment of an electronic household
appliance in the meaning of the present invention. The
cooking hob 10 includes four cooking zones 12 repre-
senting treatment zones in the meaning of the present
invention. The cooking zones 12 may comprise induction
heaters or radiant heaters, for example.

[0024] Further, the cooking hob 10 comprises an op-
erating apparatus 14 for operating the cooking hob 10,
the operating apparatus 14 forming a user interface. Pref-
erably, the operating apparatus 14 is of the so-called
"touch control" type including touch-sensitive and/or ap-
proach-sensitive input elements.

[0025] Figure 2 shows electronic components of the
operating apparatus 14 according to a first embodiment
of the present invention. This operating apparatus 14
shown in Figure 2 is adapted to a cooking hob 12 having
four cooking zones 12. Of course, the operating appara-
tus 14 may be modified to be used for household appli-
ances 10 having less or more than four treatment zones
12.

[0026] The operating apparatus 14 comprises a print-
ed circuit board 15 carrying a control means 16 such as
a microcontroller.

[0027] Further, the operating apparatus 14 comprises
four first optical display devices d1, d2, d3, d4 and one
second optical display device d5. The first and second
optical display devices d1..d5 are mounted on the printed
circuit board and are connected to the control means 16.
The first display devices d1..d4 each comprise one dis-
play element being configured as a seven-segment dig-
ital display element. The second display device d5 com-
prises two display elements each being configured as a
seven-segment digital display element.
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[0028] The first display device d1 is allocated to the
cooking zone 12 on the front left-side position, the first
display device d2 is allocated to the cooking zone 12 on
the front right-side position, the first display device d3 is
allocated to the cooking zone 12 on the back left-side
position, and the first display device d4 is allocated to the
cooking zone 12 on the back right-side position. The first
display devices d1..d4 are arranged to display the power
levels set for the respective cooking zones 12.

[0029] The second display device d5 is not allocated
to any one of the cooking zones 12 but is arranged to
display the time levels set or left, respectively, of a timer
function of the operating apparatus 14.

[0030] Furthermore, the operating apparatus 14 com-
prises four first input devices s7, s8, s9, s10 mounted on
the printed circuit board 15 and connected to the control
means 16. The first input devices s7..s10 each comprise
one touch-sensitive and/or approach-sensitive input el-
ement. Thefirstinput device s7 is allocated to the cooking
zone 12 on the front left-side position and is positioned
nearby the first display device d1 on the printed circuit
board 15, the firstinput device s8 is allocated to the cook-
ing zone 12 on the front right-side position and is posi-
tioned nearby the first display device d2 on the printed
circuit board 15, the first input device s9 is allocated to
the cooking zone 12 on the back left-side position and is
positioned nearby the first display device d3 on the print-
ed circuit board 15, and the first display device s10 is
allocated to the cooking zone 12 on the back right-side
position and is positioned nearby the first display device
d4 on the printed circuit board 15. The first input devices
s7..s10 are arranged to select the respective one of the
four cooking zones 12 (main functionality in the meaning
of the present invention) when being operated by a user.
[0031] Furthermore, the operating apparatus 14 com-
prises one second input devices s6 mounted on the print-
ed circuit board 15 and connected to the control means
16. The second input devices s6 comprises one touch-
sensitive and/or approach-sensitive input element. The
second input device s6 is positioned nearby the second
display device d5 on the printed circuit board 15, and is
arranged to select the timer function of the operating ap-
paratus 14 (main functionality in the meaning of the
present invention) when being operated by a user.
[0032] Moreover, the operating apparatus 14 compris-
es a further input device s3, s4 mounted on the printed
circuit board 15 and connected to the control means 16.
The further input device includes one first touch-sensitive
and/or approach-sensitive input element s3 and one sec-
ond touch-sensitive and/or approach-sensitive input el-
ement s4. The first input element s3 of the further input
device is configured as a "-" button for decreasing a pa-
rameter value (e.g. power level of cooking zone or time
of timer function) when being operated by a user, and
the second input element s4 of the further input device
is configured as a "+" button for increasing the parameter
value when being operated by a user.

[0033] Inaddition, the operating apparatus 14 compris-
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es some additional input devices s1, s2, s5 mounted on
the printed circuit board 15 and connected to the control
means 16 and each including one first touch-sensitive
and/or approach-sensitive input element. These addi-
tional input devices s1, s2, s5 are provided for additional
setting possibilities of the operating apparatus 14.
[0034] The operation of the operating apparatus 14 de-
scribed above with reference to Figure 2 is as follows.
[0035] First, a user selects one of the four cooking
zones 12 she/he wants to use by operating the respective
one of the four first input devices s7..s10. In a conven-
tional operating apparatus 14, now the user has to oper-
ate the "-" and "+" input elements s3, s4 of the further
input device several times for setting the desired value
of the power level (parameter) of the selected cooking
zone 12. according to the present invention, however,
after selection of the desired cooking zone 12 (main func-
tionality), the control means 16 of the operating appara-
tus 14 controls the firstand second display devices d1..d5
to display different predetermined preset values of the
power level (parameter) of the selected cooking zone 12.
In the example shown in Figure 2, the first display device
d3 displays the preset value "0", the first display device
d4 displays the preset value "3", the first display device
d1 displays the preset value "6", the first display device
d2 displays the preset value "9", and the second display
device d5 displays the preset value "b" for the boost
mode.

[0036] By operating the first input device s6..s10 posi-
tioned nearby the display device d1..d5 displaying the
preset value that corresponds to the settings desired by
the user, the user can then select that displayed preset
value as the input value for the power level of the selected
cooking zone 12. In case the displayed preset value does
not exactly correspond to the desired settings the user
may operate one of the input elements s3, s4 of the further
input device to decrease orincrease the value of the pow-
er level starting from the preset value displayed by the
respective display device d1..d5.

[0037] If, for example, the user wants to set the power
level "6" for the cooking zone 12 on the back right-side
the user first has to operate the first input device s10 to
select the desired cooking zone 12 and then has to op-
erate the first input device s7 to select the preset value
displayed by the first display device d1 (instead of oper-
ating the "+" input element s4 six times as in conventional
operating apparatuses). If, for example, the user wants
to set the power level "8" for the cooking zone 12 on the
front left-side the user first has to operate the first input
device s7 to select the desired cooking zone 12, then
has to operate the firstinput device s8 to select the preset
value "9" displayed by the first display device d2, and
then has to operate the firstinput element s3 of the further
input device once to decrease the power level by "1" (in-
stead of operating the "+" input element s4 eight times
as in conventional operating apparatuses).

[0038] After the power level of the cooking zone 12 is
finally set by the user, the first display device d1..d4 being



7 EP 3 001 108 A1 8

allocated to the respective cooking zone 12 displays the
power level finally set in a steady light emitting operating
mode.

[0039] When the user has operated one of the first and
second input devices s6..s10 to select a preset value of
the power level displayed by the first and second display
devicesd1..d5the control means 16 has apredetermined
standby time of e.g. 5 seconds for the user to operate
the further input device s3, s4. After lapse of the standby
time without the further input device being operated, the
control means 16 assumes the selected preset value of
the power level to be the desired power level and takes
it as the input value of the power level of the respective
cooking zone 12.

[0040] To improve the user's comfort even more it is
preferred that the first and second display devices d1..d5
each display the preset values of the power level in a
flashing selection mode. In this way, the user easily be-
comes aware that there are some preset values dis-
played by the first and second display devices d1..d5
presented to be selected by him/her.

[0041] As itcan be seen from the above, the operating
apparatus 14 of the invention omitting additional elec-
tronic components for e.g. a slider or turning knob type
input device offers the possibility for the user to set pa-
rameter values of a main functionality of a household
appliance by a smaller number of operating steps in com-
parison with conventional operating apparatuses.
[0042] Now, Figure 3 shows electronic components of
the operating apparatus 14 according to a second em-
bodiment of the present invention. The same or corre-
sponding components are designated by the same ref-
erence signs, and a repeated description thereof can be
omitted. The main differences of the operating apparatus
14 of Figure 3 in comparison to the first embodiment dis-
closed in Figure 2 is the essentially linear arrangement
of the display devices d1..d5 and the input devices
s1..s10 on the printed circuit board 15, and the configu-
ration of the input devices s6..s10.

[0043] The operating apparatus 14 of Figure 3 com-
prises four first input devices s7, s8, s9, s10 each com-
prising one first touch-sensitive and/or approach-sensi-
tive input element s7a, s8a, s9a, s10a and one second
touch-sensitive and/or approach-sensitive input element
s7b, s8b, s9b, s10b. The first and second input elements
of the first input devices s7..s10 are arranged nearby the
respective first display devices d1..d4 on opposite sides
thereof.

[0044] Further, the operating apparatus 14 of Figure 3
comprises two second input devices s6-1, s6-2 which are
arranged nearby the second display device d5 on oppo-
site sides thereof. Both second input devices s6-1, s6-2
each comprise one first touch-sensitive and/or approach-
sensitive input element s6-1a, s6-2a and one second
touch-sensitive and/or approach-sensitive input element
s6-1b, s6-2b.

[0045] The input elements s6-1a, s6-1b, s6-2a, s6-2b
of the second input devices s6-1, s6-2 are arranged to
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select the respective one of the cooking zones 12 when
being operated by a user. The first input elements
s7a..s10aof the firstinput devices s7..s10 are configured
as "-" buttons for decreasing a parameter value (e.g. pow-
er level of cooking zone or time of timer function) when
being operated by a user, and the second input elements
s7b..s10b of the firstinput devices s7..s10 are configured
as "+" buttons for increasing the parameter value when
being operated by a user.

[0046] The operation of the operating apparatus 14 de-
scribed above with reference to Figure 3 is as follows.
[0047] First, a user selects one of the four cooking
zones 12 he/she wants to use by operating the respective
one of the four input elements s6-1a, s6-1b, s6-2a, s6-2b
of the two second input devices s6-1, s6-2. In a conven-
tional operating apparatus, now the user has to operate
the "-" and "+" input elements s7a..s10a, s7b..s10b of
the first input devices s7..s10 several times for setting
the desired value of the power level (parameter) of the
selected cooking zone 12. According to the present in-
vention, however, after selection of the desired cooking
zone 12, the control means 16 of the operating apparatus
14 controls the first and second display devices d1..d5
to display different predetermined preset values of the
power level (parameter) of the selected cooking zone 12.
In the example shown in Figure 2, the first display device
d3 displays the preset value "0", the first display device
d1 displays the preset value "2", the one display element
of the second display device d5 displays the preset value
"4", the other display element of the second display de-
vice d5 displays the preset value "6", the first display
device d2 displays the preset value "8", and the first dis-
play device d4 displays the preset value "b" for the boost
mode.

[0048] By operating one of the two input elements of
the first input device s6-1..s10 positioned nearby the dis-
play device d1..d5 displaying the preset value that cor-
responds to the settings desired by the user, the user
can then select that displayed preset value as the input
value for the power level of the selected cooking zone
12. In case the displayed preset value does not exactly
correspond to the desired settings the user may operate
one of the two input elements of the respective input de-
vice s6-1..s10 to decrease or increase the value of the
power level starting from the preset value displayed by
the respective display device d1..d5.

[0049] If, for example, the user wants to set the power
level "6" for the cooking zone 12 on the back right-side
the user first has to operate the second input element
s6-2b of the second input device s6-2 to select the de-
sired cooking zone 12 and then has to operate the first
input element s6-2a of the second input device s6-2 po-
sitioned nearby the second display device d5 to select
the preset value displayed by this second display device
d5. If, for example, the user wants to set the power level
"9" for the cooking zone 12 on the front left-side the user
first has to operate the second input element s6-1b of
the second inputdevice s6-1 to selectthe desired cooking
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zone 12, then has to operate one of the input elements
s8a, s8b of the first input device s8 to select the preset
value "8" displayed by the first display device d2, and
then has to operate the second input element s8b of the
first input device s8 once to increase the power level by
",

[0050] In the above discussed embodiments the dis-
play devices and input devices are used to facilitate the
setting of the power level of a selected cooking zone. But
with the operating apparatus 14 of the present invention
other parameters of other main functionalities of a house-
hold appliance may also be set more easily such as e.g.
the setting of the time of a timer function or the like.

LIST OF REFERENCES

[0051]

10 household appliance

12 treatment zones

14 operating apparatus

15 printed circuit board

16 control means

d1-d4 first display devices

d5 second display device

s1,s2,s5 additional input devices

s3, s4 input elements of a further input device

s6 second input device

s6-1,s6-2  second input devices

s6-1a first input element of second input device
s6-1

s6-1b second input element of second input de-
vice s6-1

s6-2a first input element of second input device
s6-2

s6-2b second input element of second input de-
vice s6-2

s7-s10 first input devices

s7a first input element of first input device s7

s7b second input element of first input device
s7

s8a first input element of first input device s8

s8b second input element of first input device
s8

s9a first input element of first input device s9

s9b second input element of first input device
s9

s10a first input element of first input device s10

s10b second input element of first input device
s10

Claims

1. Anapparatus (14) for operating an electronic house-
hold appliance (10), in particular a cooking hob, hav-
ing a plurality of treatment zones (12), comprising:
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a plurality of first optical display devices (d1..d4),
each of said plurality of treatment zones (12)
being allocated with at least one of said plurality
of first display devices (d1..d4);

a plurality of first input devices (s7..s10), each
of said plurality of treatment zones (12) being
allocated with at least one of said plurality of first
input devices (s7..s10), wherein the first input
device (s7..s10) being allocated to a treatment
zone (12) is arranged nearby the first display
device (d1..d4) being allocated to the same
treatment zone (12); and

a control means (16) being connected to said
plurality of first display devices (d1..d4) and to
said plurality of first input devices (s7..s10),
characterized in that

after selection of a main functionality of said
household appliance (10) by a user, said control
means (16) controls one of said plurality of first
display devices (d1..d4) to display a predeter-
mined preset value of a parameter of said main
functionality, and controls said first input device
(s7..s10) arranged nearby said first display de-
vice controlled in this way to select said preset
value displayed by said first display device when
being operated by a user.

The apparatus according to claim 1, wherein

after selection of a main functionality of said house-
hold appliance (10) by a user, said control means
(16) controls said plurality of first display devices
(d1..d4) to display a plurality of different predeter-
mined preset values of a parameter of said main
functionality, and controls said plurality of first input
devices (s7..s10) to select the respective preset val-
ues displayed by said first display devices (d1..d4)
when being operated by a user.

The apparatus according to claim 1 or 2, wherein
each of said plurality of first input devices (s7..s10)
includes one input element for selecting the respec-
tive one of said plurality of treatment zones (12),

a further input device is provided which comprises a
first input element (s3) for decreasing the value of
said parameter and a second input element (s4) for
increasing the value of said parameter, and

said control means (16) controls said further input
device to decrease or increase the value of said pa-
rameter starting from the selected preset value of
said parameter when being operated by a user.

The apparatus according to claim 1 or 2, wherein
each of said plurality of first input devices (s7..s10)
includes a first input element (s7a..s10a) for de-
creasing the value of said parameter and a second
input element (s7b..s10b) for increasing the value of
said parameter, and

said control means (16) controls said plurality of first
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input devices (s7..s10) to select the respective pre-
set value of said parameter and to decrease or in-
crease the value of said parameter starting from the
selected preset value of said parameter when being
operated by a user.

The apparatus according to claim 4, wherein

a second input device (s6-1, s6-2) including at least
oneinputelement (s6-1a, s6-1b, s6-2a, s6-2b)is pro-
vided for selecting a treatment zone (12) when being
operated by a user.

The apparatus according to any one of preceding
claims,

further comprising atleast one second display device
(d5) not being allocated to one of said plurality of
treatment zones (12) and at least one second input
device (s6, s6-1, s6-2) arranged nearby said at least
one second display device (d5), wherein after selec-
tion of a main functionality of said household appli-
ance (10) by a user, said control means (16) controls
said at least one second display device (d5) to dis-
play another predetermined preset value of said pa-
rameter of said main functionality, and controls said
at least one second input device (s6, s6-1, s6-2) to
select said preset value displayed by said second
display device (d5) when being operated by a user.

The apparatus according to any one of preceding
claims, wherein

after selection of a main functionality by a user, said
control means (16) controls said first display devices
(d1..d4) to display said preset values of said param-
eter in a selection mode being different from an op-
eration mode for displaying the values of said pa-
rameter finally set.

An electronic household appliance (10), in particular
a cooking hob, comprising:

a plurality of treatment zones (12), and
an operating apparatus (14) according to any
one of claims 1to 7.

A control means (16) being arranged for an operating
apparatus (14) according to any one of claims 1to 7.

A method for controlling an electronic household ap-
pliance (10), in particular a cooking hob, having a
plurality of treatment zones (12), wherein

after selection of a main functionality of said house-
hold appliance (10) by a user, at least one of a plu-
rality of first optical display devices (d1..d4) is con-
trolled to display a predetermined preset value of a
parameter of said main functionality, wherein each
of said plurality of treatment zones (12) is allocated
with at least one of said plurality of first display de-
vices (d1..d4); and
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a first input device (s7..s10) being allocated to one
of said plurality of treatment zones (12) and being
arranged nearby said first display device (d1..d4) dis-
playing said preset value of said parameter is con-
trolled to select said preset value displayed by said
first display device as an input value of said param-
eter when being operated.
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