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To all whony it may concern:

Be it known that I, WILLIAM SEWARD BAR-
KER, a citizen of the United States, residing at
Troy, in the county of Miami and State of
Ohio, have invented certain new and useful
Improvements in Devices for T'wisting Fence-
Wire; and I do hereby declare that the fol-
lowing is a full, clear, and exact deseription
of the same, reference being had to the an-
nexed drawings, making a part of this speci-
fication, and to the letters and figures of ref-
erence marked thereon.

Figure 1 of the drawings is a perspective
view of the corner of a rail fence, showing
the application of my invention thereto; Fig.
2, a side elevation of my improved wire-twist-
ing device; Fig. 3, an under plan view of the
same; and Fig. 4 a perspective view in detail,
showing the wire connected to the twisting
device and after the twist is completed.

The present invention has for its object to
provide a simple and effective device for
twisting the wires around the ends of the
rails of a fence to make the corners of the
fence secure against winds or prevent horses
or any kind of stock from throwing the rails
off or pushing the fence down.

The invention therefore -consists of a de-

vice constructed substantially as shown in

the drawings, and hereinafter described and
claimed. .

In the accompanying drawings, A repre-
sents the wire-twisting device constructed of
metal, and preferably provided with lever-
handles a for turning it in the aect of twisting
the wire, although, if desired, the device may
have a shank similar to a bit, whereby a bit-
stock may be used for turning it; or any other
preferred means may be employed for con-
veniently turning the device.

The deviece A consists of a plate, b, hav-
ing upon its under side bearing-shoulders c,
against which the ends of the wire press when
being twisted, and also a central nipple, B,
having a spiral groove, d, for the seating of
the wire therein when twisted around the
nipple, as shown in Fig. 4. The plate b, upon
each side of the bearing-shoulders ¢, has holes
¢, through which pass the ends of the wire,
said holes being diagonally opposite each
other; and, if preferred, these holes may have

slots £, so that they will cateh the wire and hold
it from slipping when in the act of twisting
or tightening the wire around the rails., As
will be noticed, more than two of these holes
are provided, there being four shown, al-
though an increased number may be used.
The object of more than two holes is that a
new rail fence will not settle together as much
as an old one, and by having an increased
number of holes for the wire, and farther from
the center or nipple B, they take up more
wire, thereby allowing for the old rails press-
ing together.

Theholesmay, if desived,extend outthrough
the sides of the plate, thus forming open slots
to enable the wire to be placed in sidewise,
instead of being inserted from the under side
of the plate. The nipple B, as will be seen,
is tapering, and answers three purposes, viz:
It holds the device up from the top rail, so
that it will work free and clear of said rail.
It keeps the wire from coming together and
twisting until the lower end of the nipple
is reached, thus enabling the device to turn
with ease. The nipple acts as a spool to wind
up the slack and tighten the wire, since the
nipple tapers in a downward direction. The
smaller the nipple the tighter the wireisdrawn,
thus giving a greater leverage on the wire;
and when the wires are at the desired tension
they meet at the lower or smaller end of the
nipple and form the twist, thereby securing
the ends of the wire together on the fence.
The spiral groove on the nipple keeps the
wires in place thereon, thus forming an even
twist and a perfeet lock of the wire around
the fence-rails.

The grooves are double, so as to take in
both ends of the wire, and are of sufficient
depth to form a perfect seat for the wire. In
use the wire is cut of sufficient length to en-
circle the corner of the fence, and is run
through under the bottom rail, or as far down
as desired to lock the fence, after which the
ends of the wire are passed through between
the rails to opposite sides and brought up to
the top of the fence and through the holes ¢
in the twisting device. The wire is now ready
to be bound tightly around the fence by turn-
ing the device A until the wire is properly
twisted, which will securely lash the rails to-
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gether and keep them from shpplno midway
down the fence rid bring the wire tight fo
the rails all the way up Yhe fence on both
sides. '

Having now fully deseribed my invention,
what I elaim as new, and desire to secure bv
Letters Patent, is—

In adevice for twisting fence-wire, the com-
bination, with a plate havmo holes for the

10 ends of the wire, of a mpple having spiral

grooves, substantially as and for the purpose
set forth.,

In testimony that I claim the above I have
hereunto subseribed my name in the presence
of two witnesses.

WILLIAM SEWARD BARKER.
Witnesses: '

ALLISON ALEXANDER,
W. H. WATSON.



