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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, Louts DoLr, a citizen
of the United States, residing at Danbury, in
the county of Fairfield and State of Con-
necticut, have invented certain new and use-
ful Improvements in Clamps for Finishing
Shades; and I do hereby declare the follow-
ing to be a full, clear, and exact description
of the invention, such as will enable others
skilled in the art to which it appertains to make
and use the same.

My invention has for its object to provide
a clamp for finishing shades, which will in-
close the end of the cross-piece, will clamp
the shade above the cross-piece, thereby cov-
ering theend of the seam by which the pocket
is formed, and will also clamp the shade and
the fringe below the cross-piece, thereby cov-
ering the end of the seam by which the fringe
is secured in place. It is of course well un-
derstood that ‘it is a serious objection to all
ready-made shades and to most shades even
when made to order that the thread is sim-
ply cut without fastening at the ends of the
seams, and as the stitches are very long it
is quite common for the ends of the seams
to rip, opening the pockets, and exposing the
cross-pieces: and leaving the ends of the
fringe unattached, so that it will hang down
in an unsightly manner. Itwill furthermore
be understood that in order to be acceptable
to the trade any device of this class must be
so simple and easy to put on as to require
but an instant’s time and must be so inex-
pensive as not to add perceptibly to the cost
of manufacture. The objections stated are
wholly overcome by the use of my novel
clamps, which inclose the cross-piece, holding
it firmly in place, and also cover the ends of
the seams, so that it is impossible for them to
rip in use. My novel clamps, moreover, give
a very neat and finished appearance to the
bottom of the shade and are so inexpensive
as to render them desirable to the dealers as
well as to the purchaser on account of the
finish they lend to the shades, and especially
to the purchaser on account of the durability
of the shades and the certainty that the seams
cannot rip.

In the accompanying drawings, forming
part of this specification, Figure 1 is a view
of one end of ashade, having mynovel clamp

- applied thereto; Fig. 2, an edge view of & fin-

ished shade; and Fig. 3 is a view of a clamp
as it is blanked out from a sheet of metal.

1 denotes the shade; 2, the pocket; 3, the
cross-piece; 4, the fringe; 5, the seam which
closes the pocket, and 6 the seam which se-
cures.the fringe.

A denotes my novel clampas a whole. This
clamp may be made of any suitable material,
ordinarily metal, and may be either plated or
unplated. It is preferably given an attract-
ive ornamental design—forinstance, substan-
tially as shown in the accompanying draw-
ings—although the design of the ¢lamp is not
of the essence of my invention. The essen-
tial features are a central opening 7 of suit-
able size and shape to receivethe cross-piece,
upper clamping-arms 8, which are adapted to
embrace the edge of the shadeabove the cross-
piece and cover the end of seam 5, and also
clamping-arms 9, which are adapted to em-
brace the edge of the shade and the end of the
fringebelow the cross-piece andto cover seam
6, by which the fringe is secured in place.
The clamps are secured in place in any suit-
able manner. Ipreferablyprovide the clamp-
ing-arms with holes 10, through which rivets
or staples may be passed. A very simpleand
easily-inserted staple is formed by a strip of
sheet metal doubled upon itself, the central
portion forming a head 11 to lie on one side
of the clamping-arms and the two ends being
bent outward on the other side of the clamp-
ing-arms like an ordinary paper-fastener.

Having thus deseribed my invention, I
claim—
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A clamp for fininishing the endsof shades,

consisting of a plate having a central opening
of suitable shape and size to receive the cross-
piece, a pair of clamping-arms adapted to em-
brace the edge of the shade above the cross-
piece and covering the end of the seam by
which the pocket is formed, and a pair of
clamping-arms adapted to embrace the edge
of the shade below the cross-piece and also
the end of the fringe and to cover the end of
the seam by which the fringe is held in place.

Intestimony whereof I affix my signature in
presence of two witnesses.

LOUIS DOLL.

Witnesses:
WALTER SNIFFINS,
ALBERT A, NASH,

[¢]e]

95

I0C




