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5 Claims.

This invention relates to holders, and -more
particularly to holders for pointed articles such
as pins, needles and the like and commonly iden-
tified as a pin cushion.

An object of the present invention is to provide
a pin cushion not subject to disintegration by
continued use,.or loss of fragments of the body-
forming material of which it is composed.

Another object of the invention is to employ
a body-forming material wherein headless ar-
ticles, such as heedles, will not tend to bury them-
selves out of reach for ready withdrawal.

Yet another object of the invention is to pro-
vide a dainty pin ctishior of adequate depth with
means to prevent tipping over or shifting of posi=
tion when a pin or the like is pressed into the
body-forming material.

Again, an object of the invention is to apply
appropriate decorative covering for the body-
forming material with economy of both lasbor and
barts employed.

Other objects of the invention will appear as
the description proceeds, both by direct recitation
thereof and by inference frém the context.

Referring to the accempanying - drawings in
which like numerals of reference ‘indicate sim-
ilar parts throughout the several views S

Figure 1 is a perspective view of & holder of
the nature of a pin cushion eémbodying the in-
vention;

Figure
Fig. 1;

Figure 3 is an expanded view of the several parts
comprising the holder of Fig. 1,

Figure 4 is a berspective view of g
assembly of holder; ;

Figure 5 is a vertical diametric section of the
holder of Fig. 4: and

Figure 6 is an expanded view of the several
parts comprising the holder of Figs. 4 and 5.

In the specific embodiment of the invention
illustrated in ‘said drawings; the reference nu-
meral 10 designates the body-forming member,
or briefly, the body of the holder. It is prefer-
ably, although not necessarily, cylindrical and
intended to be stood on end, that is, axially ver-
tical. Furthermore said body is preferably an
open-grained fibrous piece of vegetable growth,
more especially a single piece of short length of
wood the grain of which is longitudinally ver-
tical. 'The wood preferred is of the mallow species
and especially from the halsa tree. Wood of this
species has a very open grain but of long fibre
80 it is readily penetrated, especially endwise, by
a pin or the like, but the fibres remain anchored

2 is a cross section of the holder of

modified
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longitudinally so that repeated bricking does not
sever the fibres or disintegrate the piece of wood
constituting the body of the holder. This species
of wood has advantages for this particular use
in that its cross-sectional constituency is con-
sistent throughout but adequately porous to re-
ceive at any part of its cut surface an article of
the size and shape 6f a pin or needle for any
desired penetration with only very moderate éxers
tion on the pin or heedle to force it into the grain
structure of the wood. However the grain struc-
ture is sufficiently dense to frictionally retain the

- Injected article in whatever position and at what-
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ever depth it is applied.  'The grain structure
suffers no miterial disturbance or dislodgement,
and consequently adjacent articles previously in-
jected therein will 110t be shifted nor haye their
retention relinquished by application of another
article close thereto. The natural anchorage of
the - fibres preventing longitudinal movement
thereof funétions to prevent longitudinal move-
ment of orié diticle from transmitting longi-
tudindl - moverhent to another nearby article,
This définitely prevents suech articles as needles
from beéoming inadvertently buried in the holder;
an inherent and highly objectional fault of the
usual “stuffed” pin cushion.

THe léngth of wood constituting the body of
my improved holder is preferably cut at its basal
end on a plane and perpendicular to the axial
length, so that it wiil readily rest on that end
without wobbling. In the bresent showing, the
upper-end of the body is paraliel to the basal end
and for stability it is preferred that the height
shall not exceed the diameter of the body. ILike-
wise for additional stability, the basal end of the
body is secured, as by glue on the top of a basal
member - I1, such d€s a cardboard disc as. shown.
This basal meniber affords adequate footing for
the article to prevent shifting and tilting of the
sane in the normal operation of applying 3 pin
or the like into the top of the body 10.

Appropridte and attractive covering f6f the
body and basal mermber. is provided to gzive the
article the appedrance in the present showing of a
hat, such as worn by women, but in miniature.
In Figures 1 to 3, the covering is shown as com-
prising a crown covering 12 which is smoothly ap-
blied across the upper end of the body and de-
bends at the sides thereof. A band 13, elastic or
otherwise, extends around the depending portion
of the erown covering 12 ang binds it to the pe-
riphery of the body I8. An -accordion pleated
side covering {4 is applied around the periph-
eral.side of the body overlying the depending
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portion of the top covering. The lower margin
of the side covering is allowed to flare outwardly,
as o flounce {5 over the hasal member (1 and
gives the appearance of a hat brim. A ribbon
i6 ties around the side covering substantially
around the part of the body where the under
band I3 is located. Preferably pins 1T are in-
serted in the accordion pleats of the side cover-
ing and into the body for firmly securing the side
covering in place. 'The heads of these pins may
be protected within the pleats and under the rib-
pon. As a finishing touch, an artificial bouquet
18 may be applied at one side of the body above
the basal member, the soft character of the body
permitting introduction of the several pins just
mentioned for holding the covering materials
and flowers. Since these holding pins are in-
serted across the grain, even greater frictional
retention thereof is secured than Is obtained
in use of the device with pins inserted lengthwise
of the grain. It will be understood that the. cov-
ering material is a suitable fabric of any de-
sired color and pattern. ' ’

In Pigures 4-6, the covering 19 is preferably
integral for the end of the body and for the side
and inclusive of the flounce covering the basal
member and likewise is a suitable fabric. Since
there is not a second thickness of material around
the body in this instance for covering a rubber
or other band, I preferably employ a clear or
transparent band 20, such as a band of poly-
styrene or the like of appropriate size to bind
the covering to the body. This band 20, if de-
sired may be a complete ring of appropriate size
whereby it may be forced down around the body
and covering material and form and hold the
latter pleated. Asin the preceding figures, a rib-
bon {6 and an artificial bouquet may be applied
and held by pins inserted in the body cross-wise
of the grain. I thus utilize the greater retentive
cross-grain grip on the pins for holding the parts
assembled, but present the open-grain end cut
of the body for application of pins and the like
by the user. The covering is, nevertheless, re-
movable for washing and readily returnable to
place by the owner. ’ :

I claim: S

1. A holder of the character described com-
prising a body formed from balsa wood the grains
whereof ‘are fibrous and directed endwise, and 4
hasal member at and extending across one end of
said body and projecting outwardly therefrom in
2 plane for retaining the body and fibrous grain
upright, whereby its upper end is available for
injection of pins and the-like therein longitu-
dinally of the fibers.
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of said body directed upward and adapted to re-
ceive pins or the like therein.

3. A holder in accordance with claim 1 with
which is provided a covering for said body, and
pins extending into said body transverse to the
grain thereof and through said covering,

4. A holder of the character described, com-

“prising a cylindrical body of balsa wood the

grains whereof are fibrous and extend longitu-
dinally with respect to the axis thereof, said body
having greater diameter than length, a cardboard
basal member at the bottom of said body extend-
ing across said body and secured flatwise against
the bottom end thereof and having a peripheral
rim projecting in a common plane with the bot-
tom end of the body outwardly therefrom, a fabric

" covering extending across the upper end of said
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body and depending entirely around the upper
part of the cylindrical face of the body, another
fabric covering around the entire cylindrical face
of the body and overlapping the first said cover-
ing, and a band secured around the overlapping
portions of said coverings around said body, the
second mentioned of said coverings flaring out-
wardly and overlying the peripheral projecting
rim of the cardboard basal member.

5. A holder of the character described, com-
prising a cylindrical body of balsa wood the

_grains whereof are fibrous and extend longitu-
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9. A holder of the character described com- )

prising a body formed from balsa wood the grains
whereof are fibrous and directed toward the ends
of said body, one said end of the body being flat,
5 basal member extending across and secured to
said flat end and projecting therefrom in a plane

common with the plane of said end, thereby sup-

porting said body upright and retaining said body
from tilting, thereby maintaining the opposite end
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dinally with respect to the axis of said cylin-
drical body, said body having greater diameter
than length, a basal member of self~-sustaining
rigidity at the bottom of and extending across
said body and secured flatwise against the bottom
end thereof and having a rim projecting in a
common plane with the bottom end of the body
outwardly therefrom, a fabric covering extending
across the upper end of said body and depending
entirely around the upper margin of the eylin-
drical face of the body, another fabric covering
around the entire cylindrical face of the body
and overlapping the first said covering, a band
around the overlapping portions of said coverings
around said body, pins in said band and cover-
ings projecting across-grain into said body for
holding the band and coverings in fixed position
on the body, the second mentioned of said cover-
ings flaring downwardly outward toward and
over the peripheral projecting rim of the basal
member.

RACHEL D, WILLIAMS.
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