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57 ABSTRACT 
A magnetic disk storage apparatus has a head holding 
member which holds a magnetic head at a predeter 
mined position apart from a magnetic disk after record 
ing or reproducing in order to prevent either or both 
from getting damage. Since the location of the head 
holding member can be adjusted by the position adjust 
ing mechanism, the head holding member never shade 
any recordable region of the magnetic disk and the 
magnetic head and the magnetic disk never come into 
contact with each other. Therefore the head holding 
member is always located at an appropriate position. 

8 Claims, 5 Drawing Sheets 
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MAGNETC DISK STORAGE 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 
The present invention relates generally to magnetic 

disk storages and more particularly to a magnetic disk 
storage having a head holding member which holds a 
magnetic head at a predetermined position apart from a 
magnetic disk. 
Among magnetic disk storages, hard disk storages 

have been used as memory means for computers. Hard 
disks have been more improved than so-called floppy 
disks in TPI (track per inch) and BPI (bit per inch) so 
that the hard disks can be recorded with high density. 
The hard disk is fixed in a sealed housing to prevent 
dust from the outside attaching itself thereto so that it 
can be recorded with high density. In such a hard disk 
storage, a magnetic head performs recording and repro 
ducing while having no contact with the disk because of 
an air current which is caused by the rotating of the 
disk. However, after recording or reproducing, the 
rotating of the disk is stopped so that the head comes 
into contact with the disk, and either or both get dam 
age. To overcome this problem, the following method 
has been proposed. That is, the head is moved to an 
unrecordable region on the disk or outside of the disk so 
as to be held by a head holding member so that the head 
does not come into contact with the disk. The head 
holding member, the disk and the head are assembled 
individually and attached to the disk storage respec 
tively. 

But the conventional magnetic disk storage, in which 
the head holding member holds the head outside of the 
disk, has the following disadvantages. The head holding 
member is screwed approximately at a predetermined 
position in advance so that it cannot be finely adjusted. 
Accordingly, the head holding member tends to cover 
parts if some of the tracks of the disk, so that it will not 
be possible to use some of the same or to be located 
apart from the disk further than is needed. Therefore, 
when the head is held over the tracks, information can 
not be recorded there. On the other hand, when the 
head is held at a position apart from the disk further 
than is needed, the head tends to collide against an edge 
of the disk. 

Moreover, the method where the head holding mem 
ber holds the head at almost the center of the disk, 
which is an unrecordable region, cannot be applied to a 
magnetic disk storage comprising a disk cartridge and a 
driving device, which will be described later. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

Accordingly, it is a general object of the present 
invention to provide a novel and useful disk storage in 
which the disadvantages described above are elimi 
nated. 
Another object of the present invention is to provide 

a magnetic disk storage having a head holding member 
for holding a head so that tracks of a disk will be cov 
ered as mentioned above, so that the head and the disk 
do not get damaged when the rotating of the disk is 
stopped. 
The more specific object of the present invention is to 

provide a magnetic disk storage which comprises a 
magnetic disk, rotating means for rotating the magnetic 
disk, a magnetic head for recording information on the 
magnetic disk and reproducing information therefrom 
while the magnetic disk is being rotated by the rotating 
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means, a head actuator, pivotably mounted on a base, 
for moving the magnetic head in a direction approxi 
mately radial to the magnetic disk, ahead holding men 
ber, mounted on the base, having a head holding part 
which holds the magnetic head at a predetermined posi 
tion apart from the magnetic disk before the rotating 
means stops rotating, a position adjusting mechanism 
for moving the head holding part in order to position 
the head holding part at the predetermined position, and 
a fixing mechanism for fixing the head holding part at 
the predetermined position after the position adjusting 
mechanism has positioned the head holding part at the 
predetermined position, the magnetic head not coming 
into any contact with the magnetic disk while the mag 
netic head is being moved to the predetermined position 
by the head actuator, and the head holding member in 
which the head holding part is fixed at the predeter 
mined position by the fixing mechanism covering no 
recordable region on the magnetic disk. 
According to the present invention, the head holding 

member is always located at a position by the position 
adjusting mechanism without covering the recordable 
region of the magnetic disk so that the magnetic head 
and the magnetic disk do not come into contact with 
each other. 
Other objects and further features of the present in 

vention will become apparent from the following de 
tailed description when read in conjunction with the 
accompanying drawings. 
BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

FIG. 1 is a plane view of a magnetic disk storage of a 
first embodiment according to the present invention; 
FIG. 2 is a cross-sectional view taken along line I-I 

shown in FIG. 1; 
FIG. 3 is an essential perspective view of a head 

holding member; 
FIG. 4 is an essential perspective view of another 

head holding member different from that in FIG. 3; 
FIG. 5 is a perspective view of of a second embodi 

ment of a magnetic disk storage according to the pres 
ent invention; 

FIG. 6 is a system block diagram showing a general 
circuit arrangement which drives and controls an actua 
tor and a spindle motor in a disk cartridge; 

FIG. 7 is a cross-sectional view showing an electrical 
connection of connectors, a control circuit and amplifi 
eS. 
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DESCRIPTION OF PREFERRED 
EMBODIMENTS 

A description will now be given of a first embodi 
ment according to the present invention with reference 
to FIGS. 1 through 3. 
A magnetic disk storage according to the embodi 

ment is a hard disk storage, which comprises a magnetic 
disk 1, a spindle motor 2, magnetic heads 3, and a head 
actuator 4 in a case 5. As shown in FIG. 1, the magnetic 
disk 1 is rotated by the spindle motor 2 so that informa 
tion is recorded thereon and reproduced therefrom by 
the heads 3. The actuator 4 has head arms 4a, and the 
heads 3 are mounted at the top thereof as they hold the 
disk 1, as shown in FIG. 2. The actuator 4 is a rotary 
type actuator, and is mounted pivotably around a shaft 
4b on the lower case 5b. The heads 3 are moved in a 
direction approximately radial to a magnetic disk 1 
(direction A). The motor 2 comprises a rotor and a . 
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housing. The disk is fixed around the rotor. And a 
cord 6 is pulled out into the case 5 from the side of the 
housing so as to be connected with the flexible printed 
circuit board 7. The flexible printed circuit board 7 is 
connected with an external device via a connector 8. On 
the other hand, the flexible printed circuit board 7 and 
the actuator 4 are connected with each other via a wire 
7a. Therefore the information recorded and/or repro 
duced by the head 3 and electricity to be supplied to a 
voice coil motor 13 for rotating the actuator 4 are sup 
plied and/or transmitted to the actuator 4 via the con 
nector 8, the flexible printed circuit board 7, and the 
wire 7a. The case 5 comprises an upper case 5a and a 
lower case 5b, and they are coupled together via an 
elastic member 9. The flexible printed circuit board 7 is 
held by the elastic member 9, the upper case 5a and the 
lower case 5b at a conjunction part 7b in which the 
flexible printed circuit board 7 is connected with the 
connector 8. Because of the elastic member 9, the case 
5 is kept airtight. The flexible printed circuit board 7 is 
screwed to be fixed at the lower case 5b, as shown in 
F.G. . 
The heads 3 are slightly floated away from the disk 1 

by means of the air current generated by the rotating of 
the disk 1 during recording and reproducing. Therefore 
the hard disk storage according to this embodiment in 
which the heads 3 are required to be always kept apart 
from the disk 1 differs from Winchester disk storages 
using a contact start and stop method. Accordingly, the 
heads 3 are held by a head holding member 10 so as to 
be kept apart from the disk 1 before the rotating of the 
disk is stopped. 
The head holding member 10 comprises, as shown in 

FIG. 2 and FIG. 3, a pair of head holding parts 10a and 
a fixing part 10b. The head arm holding part 10a are 
parts for holding the heads 3, and the fixing parts 10b is 
a part for fixing the head holding member 10 at the 
lower case 5b. The head arm holding parts 10a are 
formed so as to hold the disk 1, and have inclined parts 
10c at the top thereof, respectively. The angles of the 
inclined parts 10c are almost equal to each other and the 
head arm holding parts 10a are approximately parallel 
to the disk 1. When the head arms 4a touch the head 
holding member 10, the head arms 4a are lifted on the 
head arm holding parts 10a. The head arm holding parts 
10a hold the head arms 4 by frictional forces. The head 
holding member 10 is made of polyacetal, for example. 
Thus, since the heads 3 are held apart from the disk 1 by 
the head holding member 10, they never collide with 
the disk 1 even when the rotating of the disk 1 is 
stopped, and even when the disk storage is being sub 
jected to an external vibration. 
The fixing part 10b has a slit 10d and a convex part 

10e. The slit 10d extends in the above approximately 
radial direction (direction A). A screw 11 is inserted 
into the slit 10d to fix the head holding member 10. The 
screw 11 is engaged with a screw hole 5d mounted on 
the lower case 5b. The slit 10d extends in the direction 
A so that the head holding member 10 can be fixed even 
if it is moved to the direction A by means of the position 
adjustment which will be described later. The screw 11 
may be inserted via a spring, as shown in FIG.4, so that 
it is easier to move the head holding member 10. 
The convex part 10e is mounted at the bottom of the 

head holding member 10, and engaged with a slit 5c 
extending in the direction A in the lower case 5b. The 
convex part 10e is engaged with the slit 5c so that the 
head holding member 10 is prevented from rotating. 
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4. 
And the head holding member 10 is guided in the direc 
tion A because of the extending direction of the slit 5c. 
Thus, the head holding member 10 is position-adjusted 
in the direction A. The way of adjusting is determined 
by the position adjusting method described below. 
A description will now be given of the position ad 

justing method of the head holding member 10. The 
position adjusting method is a method for determining a 
predetermined position where the head holding mem 
ber 10 is to be located. Addresses are prerecorded on 
the recordable region of the disk 1. The head 3 can read 
the addresses on the disk 1, and a value of the address 
may be indicated on the display of an external device 
(not shown) via the connector 8. However the address 
does not have to correspond to the track of the disk 1. 
At first, the address of the most outer track of the disk 
1 should be indicated. The address may be stored in an 
address register of RAM of the external device (not 
shown). 

Next, the rotating of the disk 1 is stopped. Subse 
quently, the head holding member 10 is fixed at an 
arbitrary position by the screw 11. Then the heads 3 are 
moved from the disk 1 to the head holding parts 10a so 
as to be held by the head holding member 10. If the 
heads 3 come into contact with the disk 1 while the 
heads 3 is moved to the head holding parts 10a, it means 
that the head holding parts 10a are located apart from 
the disk 1 further than is needed. Therefore, in that case, 
the head holding member 10 is moved in the direction 
A1 to get closer to the disk 1. On the other hand, if the 
heads 3 have not come into contact with the disk 1, the 
heads 3 are held by the head holding member 10. After 
the heads 3 are held, the disk 1 is rotated, then the heads 
3 are moved onto the disk 1. An address which the 
heads 3 read first after they have moved onto the disk 1 
is also indicated like the address of the most outer track. 
If these two addresses accord with each other, it means 
that the head holding parts 10a are located at the appro 
priate position. On the other hand, if the heads 3 read an 
address on the inside of the address of the most outer 
track, it means that the head holding parts 10a are lo 
cated closer than is needed, so that the head holding 
member 10 covers tracks of the disk 1. Therefore, in this 
case, the head holding member 10 is moved to a direc 
tion A2 to keep it apart from the disk 1, and the process 
continued until the two addresses accord with each 
other. The address information process discussed above 
comprises an indication system and a comparison sys 
tem to control the position adjusting system. 

FIG. 5 shows a magnetic disk storage comprising a 
disk cartridge 41 and a driving device 42. The term "a 
disk cartridge', as used herein, means an apparatus 
which comprises at least a disk and a head in a sealed 
case, but has no current supply source to drive them and 
has no controller to control them. The term "a driving 
device", as used herein, means an apparatus which has 
the current supply source and/or the controller. The 
disk cartridge 41 can be easily connected to and discon 
nected from the driving device 42. Therefore, the disk 
cartridge 41 may be considered as being an easily ex 
changable hard disk. The disk cartridge 41 has an ar 
rangement similar to that shown in FIG. 1. Therefore, 
the disk cartridge 41 is subjected to the external vibra 
tion during carrying. As mentioned above, the head 
tends to come into contact with the disk during carry 
ing if it is held at the center of the disk. Accordingly, the 
present invention is available for the magnetic disk 
storage having the disk cartridge 41 shown in FIG. 5. 
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The disk cartridge 41 has a connector 41a which corre 
sponds to the connector 8 in FIG. 1. On the other hand, 
the driving device 42 has a connector 42a to be con 
nected with the connector 41a. The driving device 42 
has a current supply source (not shown). The disk car 
tridge 41 further comprises a disk 41d corresponding to 
the disk 1 in FIG. 1, an actuator 41g corresponding to 
the actuator 4, magnetic heads 41e corresponding to the 
heads 3, a spindle motor 41h corresponding to the spin 
dle notor 2. As shown in FIG. 6, when the connectors 
41a and 42a are connected to each other, the control 
circuit 42b controls electricity for driving a driving coil 
41f and the spindle motor 41h via amplifiers 41b and 
41c. The amplifiers 41b and 41c are mounted on a flexi 
ble printed circuit board 41i corresponding to the flexi 
ble printed circuit board 7 in FIG. 1, and thus via the 
flexible printed circuit board 41i the amplifiers 41b and 
41c are connected to the connector 41a. The amplifiers 
41b and 41c may be made as IC boards so as to be 
mounted on the flexible printed circuit board 41i. The 
control circuit 42b may be further controlled by an 
external circuit. In this case, as shown FIG. 7, the driv 
ing device 42 has a connector 42e for connecting the 
driving device to the external device. The control cir 
cuit 42b is connected to the connector 42a via the 
printed circuit board 42d and lead wires 42c. Therefore 
when the disk cartridge 41 is connected to the driving 
device 42 via the connectors 41a and 42a, the amplifiers 
41b and 41c are connected to the control circuit 42b. 
The control circuit 42b may be connected to the exter 
nal device so as to be controlled via the printed circuit 
42d and the connector 42e. The electricity, information 
recorded and/or reproduced, including address infor 
mation by the head 41e, and control signals for control 
ling the driving of the driving device 41 fand the spindle 
motor 41h are transmitted via the connectors 41a and 
42a between the disk cartridge 41 and the driving de 
vice 42. The driving device 42 may control the driving 
of the driving coil 41 fand the spindle motor 41h with or 
without the external device. Also the driving device 
may further comprise an information processor for 
processing the information recorded and/or repro 
duced by the head 41e. 
The present invention can be applied, needless to say, 

to disk storage devices having holding members, such 
as optical disk storages, photomagnetic disk storages. 

Further, the present invention is not limited to these 
preferred embodiments, but various variations and 
modifications may be made without departing from the 
scope of the present invention. 
What is claimed is: 
1. A magnetic disk storage apparatus comprising: 
a magnetic disk; 
rotating means for rotating said magnetic disk; 
a magnetic head for recording information on said 

magnetic disk and reproducing information there 
from while said magnetic disk is being rotated by 
said rotating means; 

a head actuator, pivotably mounted on a base, for 
moving said magnetic head mounted on a head arm 
in a direction approximately radial to said magnetic 
disk; 

a head arm holding member, mounted on said base, 
having a head arm holding part which holds said 
magnetic head arm with said magnetic head at a 
predetermined position apart from said magnetic 
disk before said rotating means stops rotating, 
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a position adjusting mechanism for moving said head 
arm holding part in order to position said head an 
holding part at said predetermined position; and 

a fixing mechanism for fixing said head holding arm 
part at said predetermined position after said posi 
tion adjusting mechanism has positioned said head 
holding arm part at said predetermined position, 
said magnetic head not coming into any contact 
with said magnetic disk while said magnetic head is 
being moved to said predetermined position by said 
head actuator, and said head holding member, in 
which said head holding arm part is fixed at said 
predetermined position by said fixing mechanism, 
covering no recordable region on said magnetic 
disk, wherein said position adjusting mechanism 
comprises means for moving said head arm holding 
part in a direction approximately radial to said 
magnetic disk in order to position said head hold 
ing arm part as said predetermined position. 

2. A magnetic disk storage according to claim 1, 
wherein said position adjusting mechanism further con 
prises a first groove extending in the direction approxi 
mately radial to said magnetic disk, and wherein said 
head holding member further comprises a convex part 
for engaging with the first groove so that said holding 
member can be moved in the direction approximately 
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radial to said magnetic disk. 
3. A magnetic disk storage according to claim 1, 

wherein: 
said base further comprises a screw hole; 
said fixing mechanism comprises a screw engageable 

with the screw hole; and 
said head holding member further comprises a second 

groove, extending in the direction approximately 
radial to said magnetic disk, into which the screw is 
to be inserted. 

4. A magnetic disk storage according to claim 3, 
wherein said fixing mechanism further comprises a 
spring, the screw, which is inserted into the spring, 
being inserted into a second groove. 

5. A magnetic disk storage according to claim 1, 
wherein information including addresses, which can be 
read by said magnetic head, are prerecorded on a re 
cordable region of said magnetic disk, and 
wherein said magnetic disk storage further comprises 
an indicator for indicating an address read by said 
magnetic head, said position adjusting mechanism 
positioning the head holding part of said head hold 
ing member at the predetermined position so that, 
by using the indicator, a first address read by said 
magnetic head on the recordable region of said 
magnetic disk when said head actuator moves said 
magnetic head from the predetermined position to 
said magnetic disk after said magnetic head is re 
leased from being held by said head holding mem 
ber can be in accordance with an address of a most 
outer part on the recordable region of said mag 
netic disk. 

6. A magnetic disk storage according to claim 1, 
wherein said magnetic disk storage further comprises: 

a disk cartridge; and 
a driving device, 
wherein said disk cartridge comprises said magnetic 

disk, said rotating means, said head actuator, said 
head holding member, said position adjusting 
mechanism, and said fixing mechanism, and 

wherein said driving device has a current supply 
source which supplies electricity to said disk car 
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tridge when said disk cartridge is connected with 
said driving device. 

7. A magnetic disk storage according to claim 6, 
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8 
wherein said driving device has an information proces 
sor which receives and/or transmits the information. 

8. A magnetic disk storage according to claim 7, 
wherein said driving device has a controller which 
controls the driving of the head and said disk. 


