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Box No.II  Observations where certain claims were found unsearchable (Continuation of item 2 of first sheet)

This international search report has not been established in respect of certain claims under Article 17(2){a) for the following
reasons:

1. |:| Claims Nos.:
because they relate to subject matter not required to be searched by this Authority, namely;

2. I:' Claims Nos.:

because they relate to parts of the international application that do not comply with the prescribed requirements to such
an extent that no meaningful international search canbe carried out, specifically:

3, I:l Claims Nos;
because they are dependent claims and are not drafted in accordance with the second and third sentences of Rule 6.4(a)

Box No. Il Observations where unity of invention is lacking (Continuation of item 3 of first sheet)

This International Searching Authority found multiple inventicns in this interational application, as follows:

See Supplemental Box for Details

As all required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant, this international search report covers all
searchable claims.

As all searchable claims could be searched without effort justifying additional fees, this Authority did not invite
payment of additional fees.

As only some of the required additional search Tees were timely paid by the applicant, this iniernational search report
covers only those claims for which fees were paid, specifically claims Nos.:

1 0O &

4 D No required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant, Consequently, this international search report is
restricted to the invention first mentioned in the claims; it is covered by claims Nos.:

Remark on Protest |:| The additional search fees were accompanied by the applicant's protest and, where applicable,
the payment of a protest Tee.

D The additional search fees were accompanied by the applicant's protest but the applicable
protest fee was not paid within the time Limit specified in the invitation,

No protest accompanied the payment of additional search fees.
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Supplemental Box

Continuation of: Box ITT
This International Application does not comply with the requirements of unity of invention because it does
not relate to one invention or to a group of inventions so linked as to form a single general inventive concept.

This Authority has found that there are different inventions based on the following features that separate the
claims into distinct groups:

¢ Claims 1-36 are directed to an exchanger conduit to condition a breathable gas for a patient interface
that delivers a respiratory treatment. The feature of the exchanger along the first channel and the
second channel to separate the first channel and the second channel, the exchanger configured to
transfer a component of the gas of the second channel to the gas of the first channel is specific to this
group of claims.

e Claims 37-46 are directed to a conduit for a breathable gas for a patient interface that delivers a
respiratory treatment. The feature of the cover compenent, the cover component configured to
selectively block the aperture, wherein the cover component is loaded with a tension to block the
aperture unless a pressure of the expiratory flow channel exceeds a pressure threshold that is above
atmospheric pressure is specific to this group of claims.

e Claims 47-77 are directed to a conduit for a expiratory flow resistor to permit a stenting pressure
above atmospheric pressure in a respiratory conduit. The feature of a flexible channel divider that
dvnamically creates the first or second channels in response to flow (so is effectively functioning as a
valve) is specific to this group of claims.

PCT Rule 13.2, first sentence, states that unity of invention is only fulfilled when there is a technical
relationship among the claimed inventions involving one or more of the same or corresponding special
technical features. PCT Rule 13 .2, second sentence, defines a special technical feature as a feature which
makes a contribution over the prior art.

When there is no special technical feature common to all the claimed inventions there is no unity of invention.

In the above groups of claims, the identified features may have the potential to make a contribution over the
prior art but are not common to all the claimed inventions and therefore cannot provide the required technical
relationship. Therefore there is no special technical feature common to all the claimed inventions and the
requirements for unity of invention are consequently not satisfied a priori.

As the search and examination for the additional inventions will each require more than negligible additional
search and examination effort over that for the first invention and each other, two additional search fees are
warranted.
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Where appended claims introduce features of one of the claimed inventions and yet are additionally appended
to claims directed to any other of the claimed inventions, such claims will only be searched and reported on to
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