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& (57) Abstract: A method of operating an immersion lithography system (26), including steps of immersing at least a portion of a
wafer (12) to be exposed in an immersion medium (24), wherein the immersion medium comprises at least one bubble (28); directing
an ultrasonic wave (36) through at least a portion of the immersion medium to disrupt and/or dissipate the at least one bubble; and
exposing the wafer with an exposure pattern (22) by passing electromagnetic radiation through the immersion medium subsequent
to the directing. Also disclosed is a monitoring and control system (30, 32, 34) for an immersion lithography system (26).
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