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The present invention pertains to foundation garments, 
Such as girdles, panty girdles, and the like, particularly 
adapted to be worn by the female species. 
More particularly, this invention relates to foundation 

garments, such as girdles, panty girdles, and the like, 
comprising a plurality of panels that are so constructed, 
contoured, disposed and arranged as to be positioned 
in a substantially stationary overlying relationship with 
respect to certain portions of the female torso, such as 
the waist, hips, thighs and derriere, in which relation 
ship said panels are particularly adapted to develop figure 
controlling pressures, particularly with respect to that 
one of the aforesaid portions known as the derriere, irre 
spective of the position of the torso, and even during and 
Subsequent to a changing of its attitude, as when a sitting 
or bending position is assumed enabling the presentation 
of a foundation garment of the aforesaid type that readily 
accommodates changing attitudes of the female torso, 
while yet maintaining proper figure controlling pressures, 
particularly with respect to the aforesaid derriere, while, 
at the same time, precluding the introduction of binding 
and other uncomfortable pressures, merely because the 
attitude of the torso changes. 

There is presently available a relative plethora of foun 
dation garments, such as girdles, panty girdles, and the 
like. In providing such a garment a basic concern is to 
present the proper figure controlling pressures, while, at 
the same time, maintaining as much comfort as is possible. 
A unique problem occurs when the attitude of the torso 

changes, as well as when it returns to its original posi 
tion. For example, it has been found that when the at 
titude changes from a standing to a bending position, 
heretofore suggested garments move with respect to those 
portions of the torso they are particularly adapted to over 
lie. However, when the torso is returned to its original 
attitude, it has been found that these garments do not 
move with respect thereto in the same amount, or to the 
same degree, as they did when the position of the torso 
first changed from its original attitude. Accordingly, 
presently available garments have been found to "bunch 
up,' particularly with respect to those portions of the 
torso known as the waist, hips, thighs and derriere, and 
especially with respect to the latter. As a result, binding 
pressures act against the aforesaid portions of the torso, 
with attending extreme discomfort, and even pain. 

Accordingly, having in mind each and every one of 
the aforesaid disadvantages, and others that will be readily 
apparent to those skilled in the art, it is a primary object 
of the present invention to provide a foundation garment, 
such as a girdle, panty girdle, and the like, comprising a 
plurality of panels that are so constructed, contoured, 
disposed and arranged as to be positioned in a substantial 
ly stationary overlying relationship with respect to cer 
tain portions of the female torso, such as the waist, hips, 
thighs and derriere, in which relationship said panels are 
particularly adapted to develop figure controlling pres 
sures, particularly with respect to the latter of the afore 
said portions, irrespective of the position of the torso, 
and even during and subsequent to changing of its at 
titude, as when a sitting or a bending position is assumed, 
enabling the presentation of a foundation garment of the 
aforesaid type that readily accommodates changing at 
titudes of the female torso, while yet maintaining proper 
figure controlling pressures, particularly with respect to 

5 

10 

20 

25 

30 

40 

50 

55 

60 

65 

2 
the derriere, in the manner aforesaid, while, at the same 
time, precluding the introduction of binding and other 
uncomfortable pressure, merely because the attitude of 
the torso changes. 
Another primary object of the present invention is to 

provide a foundation garment, such as a girdle, panty 
girdle, and the like, comprising a plurality of panels, each 
of which is distendable in at least one of a plurality of di 
rections, said panels being so constructed, contoured, dis 
posed and arranged as to be relatively movable with re 
Spect to one another when the garment is disposed in over 
lying relationship with respect to those portions of the 
female torso known as the waist, hips, thighs and derriere, 
and particularly when said panels are disposed in that re 
lationship with respect to the latter of the aforesaid por 
tions, in which relationship the aforesaid panels are par 
ticularly adapted to remain substantially stationary par 
ticularly with respect to said derriere, enabling said gar 
ment to develop figure controlling pressures, particularly 
with respect thereto, irrespective of the position of the 
torso, and even during and subsequent to a changing of 
its attitude, as when a sitting or a bending position is as 
Sumed, and further enabling the presentation of a foun 
dation garment of the aforesaid type that readily accom 
modates changing attitudes of the female torso, while yet 
maintaining proper figure controlling pressures, partic 
ularly with respect to that one of said portions known as 
the derriere, in the manner aforesaid, while, at the same 
time, precluding the introduction of binding and other 
uncomfortable pressures, merely because the attitude of 
the torso changes. 
Yet another primary object of this invention is to pro 

vide a foundation garment, such as a girdle, panty girdle, 
and the like, comprising a plurality of panels that are dis 
tendable in at least one of a plurality of directions, and 
are so constructed, contoured and arranged as to be dis 
posed in an overlapping relatively movable relationship 
with respect to one another when the garment encom 
passes the female torso and particularly those portions 
thereof known as the waist, hips, thighs and derriere, in 
which relationship said panels are particularly adapted to 
develop figure controlling pressures, particularly with re 
Spect to the latter of the aforesaid portions, irrespective of 
the position of the torso, and even during and subse 
quent to changing of its attitude, as when a sitting or 
a bending position is assumed, enabling the presentation 
of a foundation garment of the aforesaid type that readi 
ly accommodates changing attitudes of the female torso, 
while yet maintaining proper figure controlling pressures, 
particularly with respect to the derriere, in the manner 
aforesaid, while, at the same time, precluding the intro 
duction of binding and other uncomfortable pressures, 
(merely because the attitude of the torso changes. 

Furthermore, it is a primary object of the present in 
vention to provide a foundation garment, such as a girdle, 
panty-girdle, and the like, particularly adapted to encom 
pass those portions of the female torso known as the waist, 
hips, thighs and dierriere, said garment comprising a plu 
rality of distendable panels disposed in overlapping rela, 
tively movable relationship with respect to one another, 
each of said panels being disposed in at least partially 
overlapping relationship with respect to said derriere, 
and support assemblies structurally operatively associ 
ated with one of said panels and disposed generally in 
teriorly of another of said panels for supporting such 
articles of wearing apparel as hosiery with respect to said 
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torso, said Support assemblies transmitting tensile forces 
to said one panel developed as the attitude of the torso 
changes, and precluding forces of a similar nature from 
being transmitted to said other panel, enabling said panels 
to remain substantially stationary with respect to the afore 
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said portions of the torso, and particularly with respect 
to said derriere, further enabling the presentation of a 
foundation garment of the aforesaid type capable of de 
veloping of figure controlling pressures, while yet readily 
accommodating changing attitudes of the torso, as when 
a sitting or bending position is assumed, in such a man 
ner as to enable unimpeded walking or striding without 
riding vertically relative to said torso, without wrinkling 
across that portion thereof known as the waist, and, par 
ticularly at the rear thereof, or binding across the girth of 
the thighs, especially at and adjacent that portion of the 
torso known as the derriere. 

Other objects and important features of the present in 
vention will be apparent from a study of the specifica 
tion following, taken with the drawings which together 
show, illustrate, describe and disclose a preferred em 
bodiment or modification of the invention and what is 
now considered to be the best mode of practicing the 
principles thereof. Other embodiments or modifications 
may be suggested to those having the benefit of the teach 
ings herein, and such other embodiments or modifications 
are intended to be reserved especially as they fall within 
the scope and spirit of the subjoined claims. 

In the drawings: 
FIG. 1 is a front elevational view of a foundation gar 

ment constructed in accordance with the principles of the 
present invention; 

FIG. 2 is a rear elevational view of the garment shown 
in FIG. 1, partially broken away; and 

FIG. 3 is a cross-sectional view taken along the line 
3-3 of FIG. 2, the garment being distended to show cer 
tain details of constructions. 
With reference now to the drawings, a foundation gar 

ment, constructed in accordance with the principles of the 
present invention, and generally designated by the refer 
ence character 10, is illustrated therein. It will be under 
stood at the outset that, while the garment 10 illustrated 
in the drawing takes the form of a panty girdle, the prin 
ciples of the present invention are equally applicable to 
all other foundation garments of a similar type, such as 
girdles, long-line brassieres, and the like. 
The garment 10 comprises a plurality of body or torso 

encircling panels 12 and 14, each of which is so con 
structed, contoured, disposed and arranged as to sub 
stantially completely encompass that portion of the fe 
male torso known as the waist, hips, thighs and derriere. 
To this end, the panels may be fabricated of any suit 
able material that is distendable in each of a plurality 
of directions, as indicated by the arrows in the drawing, 
and extends generally vertically downwardly from a waist 
encircling band 16 to a plurality of leg-encircling bands 
18. The bands 16 and 18 male be fabricated of any suit 
able material, and preferably of a material that is dis 
tendable at least generally longitudinally thereof, that is 
along the bands in a direction about those portions of 
the torso they encompass, enabling the bands to develop 
more than adequate figure controlling pressures therefor. 
The panels 12 and 14 are particularly adapted to be 

structurally operatively associated with one another gen 
erally frontally of the garment 10 in any suitable manner, 
as by stitching 20. The stitching 20, which defines a seam, 
extends generally vertically downwardly from the waist 
band 16, to a location generally medially of the longi 
tudinal dimensional extent or height thereof. A panel 
22 is particularly adapted to be disposed generally front 
ally and centrally of the garment 10, and structurally 
operatively associated with the panels 12 and 14, as by 
means of stitching 24, and in overlying relationship with 
respect thereto. This panel may be of any suitable con 
figuration or contour, and may be fabricated of any suit 
able material that is non-distendable. For example, the 
panel 22 may be fabricated, at least in part, of lace, so 
that, when considered with its contour, the garment 10 
presents a very aesthetic appearance. This is particularly 
true since a substantial portion of the longitudinal dimen 
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4. 
sional extent of the seam 20 at the front of the garment 
is hidden from view. 

It will now be understood that the panel 22, in con 
junction with those portions of the panels 12 and 14 dis 
posed in underlying relationship with respect thereto, 
comprise a control assembly for that portion of the female 
torso known as the abdomen. This assembly will pre 
sent the proper figure controlling pressures for the afore 
said portion, enabling the torso to present ideal geom 
etries, especially since the panels 12 and 14 are distend 
able in each of a plurality of directions. 
With particular reference now to FIG. 2, each of the 

panels are so contoured as to define a curvilinear edge 26 
that is particularly adapted to be disposed generally rear 
wardly of the garment. More particularly, the contour 
of this edge is chosen so as to correspond generally with 
the peripheral contour of that portion of the female torso 
known as the derriere, at a location substantially adjacent 
to the portion known as the thighs. The curvilinear edges 
26 extend from the waist-encircling band 16 to the seam 
20, the latter extending from generally frontally of the 
garment to generally rearwardly thereof, and thus defin 
ing a crotch or crotch portion 28. It will now be seen 
that because the length of the seam 20 is less than the 
length of the garment, the panels 12 and 14 define por 
tions particularly adapted to encompass those portions 
of the torso known as the waist and hips, as well as those 
portions known as the thighs. 
The garment 10 comprises, further, a plurality of sup 

port panels 30 and 32, which panels may be fabricated 
of any suitable material that is distendable in each of a 
plurality of directions, as indicated by the arrows in 
FIG. 2. These supporting panels are particularly adapted 
to be disposed in a substantially complete overlapping 
relationship with respect to the derriere. Accordingly, 
the panels 30 and 32 are structurally operatively asso 
ciated with one another by stitching 34 that extends Sub 
stantially vertically of the garment, generally rearwardly 
thereof, from a location at or adjacent to the end of the 
stitching or seam 20, that is, where the ends of the curvi 
linear edges 26 meet, to the waist band 16. 

Since the panels 30 and 32 are particularly adapted to 
be disposed in the aforesaid relationship with respect to 
the derriere, the longitudinal dimensional extent or height 
of each of them is chosen so as to extend generally verti 
cally downwardly from the waist band 16, to a location 
at which they will be disposed in underlying relationship 
with respect to those portions of the panels 12 and 14 
particularly adapted to encompass the thighs. At that 
location, each of the panels 30 and 32 is so contoured 
as to define an apex 36, the purpose of which will be 
described more fully hereinafter. 
More particularly, each of the panels 30 and 32 is de 

fined by a first curvilinear edge 38, of substantially con 
cave contour. The edges 38 each extend from one apex 
36 to the other, over the crotch portion 28 of the garment. 
It will now be understood that the degree of curvature of 
the edges 38 depends upon whether or not the garment 10 
is a panty-type of foundation garment, or a slip-on type 
that does not present portions for encompassing the 
thighs. In this latter instance, the aforesaid degree of 
curvature can be less than that illustrated, but is still to 
be chosen so that apices 36 are presented. In addition, 
each of the panels is defined by another or second curvi 
linear edge 40 extending from the apex 36, about the 
sides of the garment, and to the waist band 6. The 
contour of this edge is chosen so that at least a portion 
42 thereof extends to and is disposed generally frontally 
of the garment. Finally, these panels are defined by an 
edge 44 extending along a portion of the waist band 16, 
which edge is of corresponding configuration with respect 
thereto. 

It will now be understood that the panels 30 and 32 
are disposed generally interiorly of the panels 12 and 14, 
respectively, at least with respect to that portion of each 
of the former comprising the portion of the garment 10 
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that encompasses the thighs. To the extent that the 
panels 12, 14, 30 and 32 are disposed in this relationship, 
it will now be understood that they are relatively movable 
with respect to one another, at least in a generally verti 
cally extending direction. 
The panels 12 and 30, and the panels 14 and 32, are 

structurally operatively associated with or connected to 
one another along that portion of the edges 40 disposed 
generally frontally of the garment, namely, along the por 
tions 42. In addition, the panels 12 and 30, and the 
panels 14 and 32, are particularly adapted to be struc 
turally operatively associated with or connected to one 
another along a portion 46 of the edges 26. Since the 
edges 26 are disposed completely generally rearwardly 
of the garment, the portions 46 thereof will be similarly 
disposed. There is accordingly defined a plurality of fig 
ure controlling assemblies 48 comprising that portion of 
each of the panels 12 and 30, and 14 and 32, disposed or 
extending between the portions 42 and 46 of each of the 
edges 40 and 26, respectively. The assemblies 48, in 
turn, comprise a plurality of layers or plies of distend 
able material, enabling them to more than adequately 
perform the function of developing figure controlling 
pressures at the hips. 
As hereinbefore pointed out, each of the panels 30 and 

32 is particularly adapted to be disposed in overlapping 
relationship with respect to that portion of the female 
torso known as the derriere. The same is partially true 
with respect to those portions of the panels 12 and 14 
disposed generally rearwardly of the garment. In addi 
tion, the panels 30 and 32 are particularly adapted to en 
able the garment 10 to support such articles of wearing 
apparel as hosiery upon and with respect to the legs of 
the torso. To this end, a support assembly 50, of any 
suitable construction, is structurally operatively asso 
ciated with each of the panels 30 and 32, particularly at 
the apices 36 thereof. Similar support assemblies are 
particularly adapted to be structurally operatively asso 
ciated with the panels 12 and 14 generally frontally there 
of, and, to that end, these panels are provided with Sup 
port elements 52. 
The particular location of the support assemblies 50, 

especially at the rear of the garment, is of extreme 
significance. Firstly, since the panels 30 and 32 are of 
such longitudinal dimensional extent or length as to over 
lie substantially all of the derriere, the support assemblies 
will be disposed at the thighs. Additionally, the par 
ticular contour of the panels 30 and 32 is such as to 
present the apices or points 36. Accordingly, any hoisery 
will transmit tensile forces to the support assemblies 50 as 
the attitude of the torso changes. Since the assemblies 
are positioned at an apex or point, the forces, trans 
mitted thereto will tend to dissipate as they extend up 
wardly toward the body or main portion of the panels. 
This is particularly true since these panels are distend 
able in each of a plurality of directions, and will distend 
in response to such forces as are transmitted thereto. 
Any wrinkling of the panels 30 and 32 at the body or 
main portion thereof will therefore be precluded, eliminat 
ing the application of binding forces to the torso. 

Furthermore, it will be understood that the transmitting 
of tensile forces to the panels 30 and 32 at the apices 36 
thereof will tend to maintain these panels relatively sta 
tionary with respect to the torso, and particularly the 
derriere, when its attitude changes. For example, when 
the torso assumes a bending position, the panels will dis 
tend due to the tensile forces applied to the apices 36 by 
means of the assemblies 50. The amount that the 
panels distend will be proportionate to the increased di 
mension of the torso at the rear thereof so that, in effect, 
the panels will remain in an overlying relationship with 
respect to substantially the same area. When the torso 
returns to its original position, so too will the panels 30 
and 32, especially in view of the distendability thereof, 
and the decreased tensile forces transmitted thereto. 
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It will now be understood that, since the support as 

semblies 50 are positioned at points, as opposed to being 
positioned along a linear edge, there will be no "bunch 
ing” or "curling' of the garment 10 when the torso as 
sumes its original position, and, thus, there will be no 
binding of the torso particularly at the rear thereof just 
below the derriere. Moreover, since these panels remain 
relatively stationary with respect to the torso, the proper 
figure controlling pressures will be developed regardless of 
the attitude thereof, so that substantially ideal geometries 
will be presented at all times. 

Still further, it will be understood that, whereas the 
panels 30 and 32 tend to develop the proper figure con 
trolling pressures with respect to a portion of the waist, 
the hips and the derriere, the panels 12 and 14 will per 
form the same function with respect to the remaining 
portions of the torso particularly adapted to be encom 
passed by the garment. This is particularly true with 
respect to the remaining portion of the waist, the hips, 
thighs and the peripheral portion of the derriere. And, 
with respect to the latter portion of the torso, this func 
tion will more than adequately be performed, since the 
contour of the panels 12 and 14 rearwardly thereof corre 
sponds generally with respect thereto. Additionally, be 
cause the panels 12 and 14, which are also distendable 
in each of a plurality of directions, are disposed in over 
lapping relationship with respect to the panels 30 and 32, 
they too tend to remain relatively stationary with respect 
to those portions of the torso they encompass, especially 
since tensile forces transmitted to the support assemblies 
50 are, in turn, transmitted generally only to the panels 
30 and 32. Thus, again assuming a bending attitude of 
the torso, it will be realized that the dimension thereof 
from the waist to the periphery of the derriere will in 
crease to a greater extent than from the aforesaid pe 
riphery to a location along the thighs at the bands 18. 
The panels 30 and 32 will readily accommodate the 
former increased dimension, while the panels 12 and 14 
readily and independently accommodate the latter in 
creased dimension. This is especially true because the 
panels are relatively movable with respect to one an 
other. The important concept, therefore, is the pro 
vision of relatively movable panels for accommodating 
different variations in the dimension of the torso as the 
attitude thereof changes, rather than a single panel for 
performing the same function. Accordingly, it will be 
understood that any tendency on the part of one portion 
of the garment 10 to "bunch up' with respect to other 
portions of the garment has been eliminated, as has re 
Sulting binding and other uncomfortable forces and 
pressures. Additionally, it should be noted that the sup 
port assemblies are positioned interiorly of the garment, 
particularly at the rear thereof where they are disposed 
in underlying relationship with respect to the panels 12 
and 14. Thus, any unsightly bulge is substantially, if 
not completely, eliminated. 
While certain relative terminology such as “vertical,” 

"downwardly,” and the like, has been used in the fore 
going description, it is to be understood that its use is 
intended only to facilitate an understanding of the present 
invention. Accordingly, the use of such terminology in 
the ensuing claims is to be construed in its normal and 
accepted Sense, and is not in any way to be considered 
limiting. 
While the invention has been shown, illustrated, de 

Scribed and disclosed in terms of an embodiment or modi 
fication which it has assumed in practice, the scope of 
the invention should not be deemed to be limited by the 
precise embodiment or modification herein shown, illus 
trated, described or disclosed, such other embodiments or 
modifications intended to be reserved especially as they 
fall within the scope of the claims here appended. 
What is claimed is: 
1. A foundation garment, such as a girdle, panty-girdle, 

and the like, comprising in combination a torso-encircl 
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ing panel for encompassing that portion of the female 
torso known as the hips, and at least a portion of the 
waist and the thighs, said torso-encircling panel extend 
ing to the rear of the garment, and being of such dimen 
sions thereat to enable said panel to encompass at least 
a portion of that part of the torso known as the derriere; 
the dimensions of said torso-encircling panel being de 
fined at least in part by an edge disposed at the rear of 
the garment; said edge being of curvilinear configura 
tion, and corresponding generally with the contour of said 
derriere; a supporting panel disposed rearwardly of the 
garment to encompass a substantial portion of said der 
riere; said torso-encircling panel and said supporting 
panel being positioned in overlapping relationship with 
respect to one another, and said supporting panel being 
connected to said torso-encircling panel at least along only 
a portion of said edge, enabling said panels to be relatively 
movable with respect to one another; and support as 
semblies connected to said supporting panel for trans 
mitting tensile forces substantially only thereto. 

2. A foundation garment as defined in claim 1, where 
in said torso-encircling panel comprises a crotch portion 
disposed generally frontally of said garment; and wherein 
there is provided a plurality of supporting panels each 
comprising a first curvilinear edge extending to said 
crotch portion, and a second curvilinear edge extending 
about the sides of said torso-encircling panel and general 
ly frontally thereof; the contour of each of said first 
and second curvilinear edges being such as to define apices 
disposed generally rearwardly of said torso-encircling 
panel and generally interiorly thereof; said Supporting 
assemblies being connected to said supporting panels at 
said apices. 

3. A foundation garment as defined in claim 2, wherein 
said supporting panels, in addition to being connected 
to said torso-encircling panel substantially only along a 
portion of the curvilinear edge thereof, being connected 
to said torso-encircling panel along at least a portion of 
said second curvilinear edge; that portion of each sup 
porting panel and said torso-encircling panel disposed be 
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tween the aforesaid portions of said curvilinear edges 
along which they are connected to one another defining 
control assemblies for encompassing that portion of the 
female torso known as the hips, and at least a portion 
thereof known as the waist, enabling said control as 
semblies to develop the proper figure controlling pres 
sures with respect thereto. 

4. A foundation garment as defined in claim 3, 
wherein: 

said control assemblies each comprise: 
a portion of each of said supporting panels and said 

torso-encircling panels. 
5. A foundation garment as defined in claim 4, where 

1. 

each of said support panels and said torso-encircling 
panel are fabricated of a material that is distensible 
in each of a plurality of directions. 

6. A foundation garment as defined in claim 5, 
wherein: 

a panel fabricated of non-distensible material is con 
nected to said torso-encircling panel generally frontal 
ly thereof; 

said non-distensible panel and that portion of said 
torso-enriching panel connected thereto defining a 
control assembly particularly adapted to encompass 
that portion of the female torso known as the abdo 
le. 
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