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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE. 
GEORGE x. HICKERSON, OF BROOKLYN, NEW YORK, ASSIGNOR. To HAMPDEN MANU 

FACTURING COMPANY, INC., A CORPORATION OF NEW YORK. 
suPPORTING DEVICE. 

1,115,818. 
Application filed November 8, 1912. Serial No. 730,213. 

To all whom it may concern: 
Beit known that I, GEORGEX. HICKERSON, 

a citizen of the United States, residing at 
Brooklyn, in the county of Kings and State 
of New York, have invented certain new and useful Improvements in Supporting De 
vices; and I do hereby declare the follow 
ing to be a full, clear, and exact description 
of the invention, such as will enable others 
skilled in the art to which it appertains to 
make and use the same, reference being had to the accompanying drawings, and to char 
acters of reference marked thereon, which form a part of this specification. 
The present invention has reference, gener ally, to improvements in hangers or support 

ing devices; and the said invention relates, more particularly, to hanging or supporting 
devices for hanging pictures and similar 
???ies upon a wall or other desirable sur 
8???. - 

The present invention has for its principal object to provide a simple, cheap and strong 
hanger or supporting device, the same being 
small in size so as to be hidden from sight 
by the article supported, yet arranged to be 
so secured to the wall and article as to be 
firmly and securely connected therewith and 
capable of supporting considerable weight. 
Another object of the invention is to pro 

vide means for so coupling or connecting the 
hangers or supporting devices in their oper 
ative relation as to assure the proper straight 
or level alinement of the picture or other de vice supported thereby. 
Other objects of this invention not at this 

time more particularly mentioned will be 
clearly understood from the following de 
tailed description of the invention. 
The invention consists, primarily, in the 

novel hangers or supporting devices herein 
after more fully set forth; and, furthermore, 
this invention consists in the various ar 
rangements and combinations of the several 
parts, all of which will be more fully de 
scribed in the following specification and 
then finally embodied in the clauses of the 
claims which are appended to and which 
form an essential part of this specification. 
The invention is clearly illustrated in the accompanying drawings, in which :- . 
Figure 1 is a side view of a pair of novel 

hangers or supporting devices made accord s ing to and embodying the principles of the 
present invention, and the same being shown 

Specification of Letters Patent. attented Nov. 3, 1914. 

in operative connection with a wall and 
picture as indicated by the sectionized body 
of the drawing. Fig. 2 is a vertici longitu 
dinal section of the same; and Fig. 3 is a 
horizontal section of the same taken on line 
3-3 in said Fig. 2 looking downward. Fig. 
4 is a side view of a pair of novel hangers 
or supporting devices of slightly modified 
construction, the same still embodying, how 
ever, the principles of the present invention; 
Fig. 5 is a transverse section of the same 
taken on line 5-5 in said Fig. 4 looking in 

?"? ???? the direction of the arrow a and Fig. 6 is 
a horizontal section of the same taken on 
line 6-6 in Fig. 4 looking downward. Fig. 
7 is a side view of a pair of novel hangers 
or supporting devices of another modified 
construletion, but still embodying the princi 
ples of the present invention; and Fig. 8 is 
a transverse section pf the same taken on 
line 8-8 in said Fig. 7 looking in the direc tion of the arrow y. 

Similar characters of reference are em 
ployed in all of the above described views to indicate corresponding parts. 

Referring now to Figs. 1, 2 and 3 of the 
drawings the reference-character 1 indicates 
a wall, or other surface, upon which it is de 
sired to hang or support a picture-frame 2, 
or other article. g 
The reference - character 3 indicates a 
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hook-member which is preferably secured to 
said wall 1. Said hook-member 3 comprises a flat body-portion adapted to lie against 
the wall surface. Connected with the lower 
end of said body-portion is an outwardly 
extending arm 4 the free end 5 of which is turned upwardly to provide a hook-portion. 
Connected with the upper end of said body 
portion is a downwardly and outwardly bent 
or bowed portion 6 the free end 7 of which is 
bent inwardly so as to butt against a stop 
projection 8 which is preferably pressed out 
wardly from said flat body-portion. Said 
bent or bowed portion 6 is provided with a 
perforation 9 and said body-portion is pro 
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vided with an inclined perforation 10, the 
latter being positioned beneath the former so 
that a nail or brad 11 inserted through said perforation 9 will pass downwardly through 
said perforation 10 at an acute angle to the 
plane of said body-portion, and will be 
guided in entering the wall 1 at said acute 
angle so as to pass slantingly into said wall, 
whereby a strong purchase of the hook-mem 
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ber upon the wall will be provided, which 
will support a great weight without danger 
of drawing out the said fastening nail or 
brad 11. 
The reference-character 12 indicates an 

eye-member which is preferably secured to 
the article desired to be suspended upon said 
hook-member 3, such for ??? as the pic ture frame 2. Said eye-member comprises 
a flat body-portion adapted to lie against the 
rear surface of said picture frame 2. Pro jecting outwardly from the upper end of 
said flat body-portion is an eye-portion 13 
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provided with the opening 14 for receiving the engagement or insertion of said hook 
portion of said hook-member. Turned up wardly from the side marginal edges of said 
opening 14 are stop-lugs 15, the same being 
adapted to engage the side edges of said 
free end 5 of said hook-portion to prevent any 

- lateral swinging or oscillation of said eye 
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member when operatively engaged with said 
hook-member. Extending rearwardly from 
the upper end of said body-portion, prefer 
ably from the point where said eye-portion 
13. joins said body-portion, are a pai 
pointed prongs 16 which are adapted to be 
pushed into the frame 2 thereby serving in part to secure said eye-member to the 
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frame and also to stiffn the eye-portion 13. 
Connected with the lower end of said body portion is an upwardly and outwardly bent 
or bowed portion 17 the free end 18 of 
which is bent inwardly so as to butt against 
the base of said eye-portion 13. Said bent 
or bowed portion 17 is provided with a per 
foration 19, and said body-portion is pro 
vided with an inclined perforation 20, the 
latter being positioned above the former so 
that a nail or brad 21 inserted through said perforation 19 will pass upwardly through 
said perforation 20 at an acute angle to the 
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plane of said body-portion, and will be guid 
ed in entering, the body of said picture 
frame 2 at said acute angle so as to pass 
slantingly into said frame 2, whereby a 
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strong purchase of the eye-member upon the 
frame 2 will be provided which will support 
a heavy Pi: without danger. of pullin away said eye-member by drawing out sai 
fastening nail or brad 21. The said bowed 

air of 
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In this construction the reference-character 
22 indicates the body-portion of a hook 
member, the same being adapted to lie flat 
against the wall 1. Connected with the 
lower end of said body-portion 22 is an out 
wardly extending arm 23 the free end 24 of 

70 

which is turned upwardly to provide a hook 
member. Formed in the sides of said free 
end 24 at its base, or at the point where the 
same turns upwardly from said arm 23, are a pair of holding notches or cutaway por 
tions 25. Connected with the upper end of 
said body-portion 22 is an outwardly bentor 
bowed portion 26 the free end 27 of which 
is bent inwardly so as to butt against a 
stop-projection 28 which is preferably 
pressed outwardly from said flat body por 
tion. Said bent or bowed portion is pro 
vided with a perforation 29 and said body 
portion is provided with a perforation 30, 
the latter being positioned beneath the for 
mer so that a nail or brad .31 inserted 
through said perforation 29 will pass down 
wardly through said perforation 30 at an 
acute angle to the plane of said body-por 
tion, and will be guided in entering the wall 
1 at said acute angle so as to pass slantingly 
into said wall, (?????????????? a strong purchase 
of the hook-member in its secured relation 
to the wall is provided. The reference-character 32 indicates the 
preferably secured to the picture-frame, 2. 
Projecting outwardly from the upper end of 
said body-portion is an eye-portion 33 pro 
vided with the opening 34 for receiving the 
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? of an eye-member which is 
100 

engagement or insertion of said hook-por 
tion of said hook-member. The side mar ginal edges 35 of said opening 34 converge 
toward the outer end of the same, thereby 
providing, holding portions 86, at the outer 
end of said opening which will enter said 
notches or cutawayportions 25 of the hook 
portion of said hook-member, and being en 
gaged therein will thus prevent any lateral swinging or swaying of said eye-member 
upon said hook-member. Connected with 
the lower end of said body-portion 32 is an upwardly and outwardly bent or bowed por 
tion. 37 the free end 38 of which is bent in 
wardly so as to butt against a stop-projec 
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or bent guide portions for the fastening tion 39 preferably formed in the said body 
nails of the respective hook-member and eye 
member also space the head of the nail away 
from its point of entrance.into the wall and 
frame, and by engaging the said nail so in 
clined at one point off the center of or out of 
alinement with the perforation of the body. 
portion prevents any turning or oscillation 
of said body-portion upon the fastening nail. 

Referring now to Figs. 4, 5 and 6 of the accompanying drawings, there is illustrated 
a slightly modified construction of hangers. 
or supporting devices still embodying, how 

portion 32, Said bent or bowed portion 37 
S - . body-portion is provided with a perforation 

2 for fastening the eye-member thereto. 
Referring now to Figs, 7 and 8 there is 

illustrated therein another modified form of hanger or supporting device. In these yiews 
the reference-character 43 indicates the body 
portion of a hook-member provided with the 

H??????? with a perforation 40 and said: 
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120 
41, the latter being positioned above the 
former so as to guide a nail or brad 42 at an acute angle when the same enters said franie : 

65 ever, the principles of the present invention, powed portion 44 the free end 45 of which 1#6 
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butts against the stop-projection 45. Said portion of a removable eye-member, said eye bowed or bent portion and said body-por 
tion are perforated for the insertion there 
through of a fastening nail or brad 46 in 
the manner above described in connection 
with the other constructions of hangers or supporting devices. Extending outwardly 
from the lower end of said body-portion 43 
is an upwardly turned hook-portion 47. 
The reference-character 48 indicates the 

body-portion of an eye-member, the same 
being provided with the bowed portion 49 
the free end 49' of which butts against the 
stop-projection 50. Said bowed portion and 
said body-portion are perforated for the in 
sertion therethrough of a fastening nail or 
brad 51 in the manner above described in 
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connection with the other constructions of 
hangers or supporting devices. Extending 
outwardly from the upper end of said body 
portion 48 is an eye-portion 52 provided 
with the opening 53 for the reception of 
said hook-portion 47 of said hook-member. 
From the foregoing description of the 

present, invention it will be evident that I have devised a simple, cheap, strong and 
durable hanger device which is particularly 
adapted for supporting heavy articles to walls or perpendicular places. 
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I am aware that some changes may be 
made in the arrangements and combinations 
of the parts, as well as in the details of the 
construction of the same, without departing 
from the scope of this invention. Hence, 
do not limit my invention to the exact ar 
rangements and combinations of the parts 
as described in the foregoing specification 
and as illustrated in the accompanying 
drawings, nor do I confine myself to the ex 
act details of the construction of the said 
parts, except as limited by the scope of the appended claims. 
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I claim:- 
1. In a device of the kind described, the 

combination with a supporting hook-mem 
ber of a removable eye-member, said hook 
member comprising a body-portion, and a 
hook-portion turned upwardly from the 
lower end of said body portion, and said eye-member comprising a body-portion, an 
eye-portion extending outwardly from the 
upper end of said body-portion provided 
with an opening to receive said hook-portion 
of said hook-member, and means for engag 
ing said hook-portion to prevent lateral 
Swinging of said eye-member thereon com 
prising, a pair of upwardly extending lugs 
turned up from the lateral marginal edges 
of said opening of said eye-portion. 

2. In a device of the kind described, the 
combination with a supporting hook-mem 
ber provided with an upwardly turned hook 

member ? body portion, a bowed portion doubledbackupon said body-portion, 
means for immovably supporting ? free 
end of said bowed portion, said bowed por: tion and said body-portion, being provided 
with perforations soalined as to guide a fastening nail upward at an acute angle to 
and through said body-portion, an eye-por 
tion extending ??????????? from the upper 
end of Said body-portion provided with an 
opening to receive said hook-portion of said 
hook-member, and means for engaging said hook-portion to prevent lateral swinging 
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of said eye-member thereon comprising a pair of upward extending lugs turned up 
from the lateral marginal edges of said opening of said eye-portion. 

8. In a device of the kind described, the combination with a supporting hook-mem 
ber of a removable eye-member, said eye member comprising a body-portion pro 

O '85 yided with a guiding means for guiding a 
fastening nail upward at an acute angle to 
and through said body-portion, an out 
wardly extending eye-portion connected with 
the upper end of said body-portion pro 
vided with an opening adapted to receive 

80 

90 said hook-portion of said hook-member, and . pointed prongs extending rearwardly from 
body-portion adjacent to said eye-por 

O. - 

4. A supporting hook-member comprisin 
a body-portion, a bowed portion double 
back upon said body portion, a stop-projec 
tion connected with said body portion 
against which the free end of said bowed 
:: abuts, said bowed-portion and said ody-portion being provided with perfora 
tions so allined as to guide a fastening nail 
downward at an acute angle to and through 
said body-portion, and a hook-portion 
turned upwardly from the lower end of said 
body-portion. - 

5. An eye-member comprising a body-por 
tion, a bowed portion doubled back upon 
said body-portion at one end thereof, said 
bowed portion and said body-portion being 
provided with perforations so alined as to 
guide a fastening nail upward at an acute 
angle to and through said body-portion, and 
means providing an eye-portion formed at 
the opposite end of said body-portion, the 
free end of said bowed portion abutting 
against the base of said eye-portion. 
In testimony, that I claim the invention 

set forth above I have hereunto set my hand 
this sixth day of November, 1912. Giorge X, HICKERSON. 
Witnesses: - 

G. C. HEMEN way, 
GEORGE D. RICHARDs. 
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