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(54) Title: TISSUE RETRACTORS

(57) Abstract: Methods and devices are pro
vided for performing surgical procedures u s

ing tissue retractors. In general, the methodsFIG. 8 and devices allow a surgeon to use a retractor
to capture a large or small amount of tissue
in a fabric and to move the fabric to relocate
the tissue to one or more convenient locations
during the procedure. The flexible nature of
the fabric can allow the fabric to be moveable
between an open position, in which the fabric
can support tissue, and a closed position, in
which the fabric can be folded, rolled, or oth

erwise compressed in size and fit through a
port, such as a trocar or an incision in a tissue
wall. Furthermore, the position of the fabric
and thus the tissue held in the fabric can be
adjusted and readjusted by pushing or pulling
one or more grasping elements coupled to the
fabric.
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FURTHER INFORMATION CONTINUED FROM PCT/ISA/ 210

This International Searching Authority found multiple (groups of)
inventions in this international application, as follows:

1 . claims: 1-4,7,11-17,20,21,24-26

A surgical retractor directed to facilitating its deployment
within a body cavity.

2 . claims: 5,6,22,23

A surgical retractor directed to improving its rigidity.

3 . claims: 8-10,18,19

A surgical retractor directed to alternative means for
stiffening and deploying the surgical retractor.
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