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Description

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

[0001] Identification labels are frequently affixed to
elongate articles, including bundled elongate articles,
such as wires, cables, hoses, tubing, fiber optics, con-
duits, vines, and the like, to assist in identifying the
electrical circuit, or other system, the elongate items
comprise. It is important that such elongate objects are
identifiable in the event that the system requires repair,
change or otherwise needs maintenance. Moreover,
identification labels are often needed to meet certain
compliance requirements, such as ANSI/TIA/EIA‑606-
A. Typical labels for such use have an adhesive surface
andanopposedprintable surface. Theelongate article or
bundled elongate articles may be further secured to a
supporting chassis or framework. Such applications are
common, for example, in cars, trucks, airplanes, ships,
boats and other vehicles.
[0002] Examples of labels used in such environments
include tubular or cylindrical labels having markings ap-
plied to the outer surface, sleeve-type labels, and adjus-
table label strips.While theseprior labelsmaybe suitable
in someapplication conditions, theymaybe insufficient in
certain conditions,particularly in conditionswhich require
that the labeled elongate object undergo an over-coating
procedure. Over-coating may be necessary when, for
example, the labeled elongate object is attached to an
article requiring painting, such as an automotive. In such
instances labeled elongate articles, such as electrical
wiring,may be first fastened to a chassis, and the chassis
is subsequently painted or otherwise sprayed with a
protective coating. Any identifying printing on the label
is also coated thereby obliterating the printed matter.
Therefore there exists a need for a self masking label
that is adapted for use with elongate articles, is easy to
apply, is able to withstand an over-coating procedure, all
while preserving the readability of the printed information
after an over-coating procedure.
[0003] Publication US 4 579 759 A discloses a cable
marking strip that comprises a strip of an adhesive tape
having a self-adhering bottom side and carrying an in-
scribable marking section. The beginning of the inscrib-
able marking section is located at a distance from the
adjacent front end of the adhesive tape to define an
unlettered, transparent starting section of the strip which
may be pressed onto the cable without soiling the mark-
ing section or smudging the lettering applied to it. Pub-
lication WO 2009/137756 A1 discloses a self-laminating
rotating cable marker label that is constructed of a trans-
parent film having a first adhesive area, an adhesive-free
smooth area, and a second adhesive area. A print-on
area forms one side of the transparent film, the print-on
area adapted to receive indicia identifying the cable
about which the marker label is applied. A perforation
extends across the transparent film providing a line of
separationof the transparent film.Whenwrappedaround

a cable, the second adhesive area overlies the print-on
area such that the cable identifying indicia is visible
through the transparent second adhesive area. As the
transparent film is wrapped around the cable, the first
adhesive areaadheres to the cable. The remainder of the
transparent film is rotated, breaking the perforation,
whereby the smooth area of the film in contact with the
cable provides smooth rotation of the label around the
cable. Publication EP 0 535 843 A2 discloses a backing
sheet including at least one cut area defining a handling
tab produced by cut lines in the backing sheet and a tape
sheet overlying thebacking sheet and at least a portion of
the tab so that removal of the tab from the backing sheet
results in removal of the tape sheet overlying the tab from
the backing sheet, wherein the tape sheet may be
handled without contacting the adhesive of the tape
sheet.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

[0004] The object of this invention is solved by a meth-
od according to claim 1.
[0005] In accordance with one embodiment, a method
of using a label is provided. The method includes the
steps of: providing an elongate article; providing a label
having a first label section, a second, transparent label
section, a third label section, and a fourth label section,
said first label section, said second label section, said
third label section, and said fourth label section each
including a top surface and a bottom surface, at least a
portion of said bottom surface having an adhesive there-
on, at least a portion of said top surface of said third label
section having an adhesive resistant coating, said third
label section further having a severable area of weak-
ness dividing said third label section into a first portion
andasecondportion; providingacarrier strip, said carrier
strip supporting said label adjacent said bottom surface;
applying an indicia on said top surface of said first label
section; removing said label from said carrier strip while
retaining a portion of said carrier strip attached to said
bottom surface of said fourth label section; aligning said
label with said elongate article; and wrapping said label
around said elongate article, such that: said third label
section is positioned over said first label section and said
second label sectionsuch that said secondportionof said
third label section overlays said indicia on said top sur-
face of said first label section, and said fourth label
section is positioned on at least a portion of said bottom
surface of said third label section and overlaying said
adhesive. The method further comprises the steps of:
positioning said fourth label section over said third label
section such that said fourth label section overlays on at
least a portion of said third label section top surface and
overlays said adhesive resistant coating; and over coat-
ing said label, thereby rendering said indicia illegible. The
method also comprises the steps of: moving said fourth
label section away from said third label section; severing
said second portion of said third label section along said
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area of weakness; and removing said third label section
second portion.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

[0006]

Figure 1 is a fragmentary perspective view of an
elongate article having a label according to the pre-
sent invention affixed thereto.
Figure 2 is a fragmentary top plan view of a carrier
strip and label according to the present invention.
Figure 3A is a fragmentary side view of the carrier
strip and label illustrated in Figure 2.
Figure 3B is an enlarged viewof area 3B in Figure 3A
Figure 4 is a fragmentary perspective view of the
carrier strip and label illustrated in Figures 2 and 3A,
but showing the label partially removed from the
carrier strip.
Figure 5 is a view similar to that of Figure 4, but
showing the label removed from the carrier strip.
Figure 6A is a fragmentary front view showing a first
step in applying the label to an elongate item.
Figure 6B is a cross sectional view of the step illu-
strated in Figure 6A and taken along line 6B - 6B
thereof.
Figure 7A is a fragmentary front view showing a next
step in applying the label to an elongate item.
Figure 7B is a cross sectional view of the step illu-
strated in Figure 7A and taken along line 7B - 7B
thereof.
Figure 8A is a fragmentary front view showing a next
step in applying the label to an elongate item.
Figure 8B is a cross sectional view of the step illu-
strated in Figure 8A and taken along line 8B - 8B
thereof.
Figure 9 is a fragmentary front view showing a label
in place on an elongate article and during an over-
coating procedure.
Figure 10 is a fragmentary view, similar to that of
Figure 9, but showing a step in removing a portion of
the label after an over-coating procedure.
Figure 11 is a fragmentary view, similar to that of
Figures 9 and 10, but showing a next step in remov-
ing a portion of the label after an over-coating pro-
cedure.
Figure 12 is a cross sectional view of the step illu-
strated in Figure 11 and taken along line 12 - 12
thereof.
Figure 13 is a fragmentary view, similar to that of
Figures 9, 10, and 11, but showing a next step in
removing a portion of the label after an over-coating
procedure.
Figure 14 is a fragmentary view, similar to that of
Figures 9, 10, 11 and 13, but showing a next step
after an over-coating procedure.
Figure 15 is a cross sectional view of the step illu-
strated in Figure 14 and taken along line 15 - 15

thereof.
Figure 16 is a fragmentary top plan view of a carrier
strip having another label according to the present
invention.
Figure 17A is a fragmentary side view of the carrier
strip and label illustrated in Figure 16.
Figure17B isanenlargedviewofarea17B illustrated
in Figure 17A.
Figure 18A is a fragmentary front view showing the
label illustrated in Figures 16 - 17B and attached to
an elongate item.
Figure 18B is a cross sectional view of the label
illustrated in Figure 18A and taken along line 18B -
18B thereof.
Figure 19 is a fragmentary top plan view of a carrier
strip having another label according to the present
invention.
Figure 20 is a fragmentary top plan view of a carrier
strip having another label according to the present
invention.
Figure 21 is a cross sectional view showing an
elongate object with a first portion of the label illu-
strated in Figure 20 applied.
Figure22 fragmentary front viewshowinganext step
in applying the label illustrated in Figure 20 to an
elongate item, with the second portion being aligned
with registration markings.
Figure 23 is a view similar to that of Figure 21, but
showing the second portion of the label illustrated in
Figure 20 applied to an elongate article.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

[0007] Although the disclosure hereof is detailed and
exact to enable those skilled in the art to practice the
invention, the physical embodiments herein disclosed
merely exemplify the invention which may be embodied
in other specific structures. While the preferred embodi-
ment has been described, the details may be changed
without departing from the invention, as defined in claim
1.
[0008] With attention to Figure 1, a label 10 according
to the present invention in place about an elongate article
12 may be seen. An elongate article 12 for use in con-
junction with the present label 10 may include, without
limitation, bundled elongate articles, such as wires,
cables, hoses, tubing, fiber optics, conduits, vines, and
the like. As shown in Figure 2, a label 10 according to the
present invention may include a strip of pressure sensi-
tive film material having a series of label sections 14, 16,
18, 20 positioned end-to-end along the length of the label
10. The label 10may be positioned on a carrier strip 22 or
other suitable device during printing, and may be re-
moved from the carrier strip 22 and wrapped around
an elongate article 12 to be labeled. As shown, a first
label section 14 is configured to bemarkedor printedwith
indicia 15; a second label section 16may be transparent;
anda third label section 18 is arranged tooverlap to cover
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andprotect the first and second sections 14, 16 during for
example, an over-coating procedure. Examples of over-
coating procedures include painting, spraying, or appli-
cation of any other material that may render printed
indicia 15 unreadable by application thereon. As further
shown, a portion 18A of the third label section 18 is
separable from the label 10 by way of an area of weak-
ness, such as the perforations 24 illustrated. The label 10
further preferably includes a fourth tab section 20. Each
of the label sections, 14, 16, 18, 20, includesa topsurface
26 and a bottom surface 28, with at least one of the
surfaces 26, 28 preferably including adhesive 30 thereon
(see for example, Figure 3B).
[0009] Asviewedparticularly inFigure5, the fourth, tab
section 20 preferably retains a portion 22A of the carrier
strip 22when the label 10 is removed from thecarrier strip
22. The portion 22A covers the adhesive 30 such that the
fourth tab section 20 is a non-sticky section. With further
attention to Figure 3B, the third section 18 preferably
includes a top surface 26 having an adhesive resistant
coating, such as the silicone coating 32 shown. The
silicone coating 32 allows facile removal of the separable
portion 18A from the wrapped label 10 after the elongate
object 12 has been over-coated, as will be discussed.
[0010] Figures4 - 14 illustrate amethodof usinga label
10 as described with reference to Figures 1 - 3B. As
shown, the label 10 is printed on the top surface 26 of the
first label portion 14with indicia 15or othermarkings, and
the label 10 is removed from the carrier strip 22. The view
of Figure 5 particularly shows portion 22A adhered to the
fourth tab section 20 as the label 10 is removed from the
main carrier strip 22. Portion 22A is preferably precut
from the carrier strip 22 during the label making process
such that it is carried by the fourth, tab section 20 during
label 10 removal.
[0011] Figures 6A and 6B illustrate a next step in a
method of using the label 10. The printed label 10 is
aligned with an elongate object 12 and wrapped in the
direction of arrowA.Continued application of the label 10
in the direction of arrow Bmay be seen in Figures 7A and
7B, wherein wrapping of the label 10 positions the third
section 18 over the first, printed section 14 and second
section 16. The views of Figures 8A and 8B illustrate the
label 10 secured about an elongate object 12 and ready
for an over-coating procedure. The view of Figure 9
depicts the step of over-coating by, for example, a spray
nozzle 34 and protective paint 36, although it is to be
understood that it is within the scope of the invention to
include other over-coating devices and coatings.
[0012] The views of Figures 10 - 15 illustrate the elon-
gate object 12 and the attached label 10 after an over-
coating step.With specific attention to Figures 10 and 11,
it may be seen that the fourth, non-sticky tab section 20 is
not adhered to the label 10 due to the presence of portion
22A. Removal of the separable portion 18A is initiated by
pulling the fourth, non-sticky tab section 20 in the direc-
tion of arrow C, in an opposite direction of label applica-
tion, until the separable portion 18A of the third label

section 18 is unwound and the perforations 24 are ex-
posed.As seen inFigure 13, the separable portion 18Aof
the third label section 18 is pulled in the direction of arrow
D and removed along perforations 24. The resultant,
labeled elongate object 12 is shown in Figures 14 and
15 wherein the printed first label portion 14 is covered by
the remaining portion of third label section 18. In this
manner, the printing or other indicia 15 on the first label
section 14 is viewable since it was protected during the
over-coating step by the now removed separable portion
18A of the third label section 18.
[0013] Figures 16 - 18B illustrate another embodiment
of a label 10A according to the present invention. As
shown, and similar to the embodiment illustrated in Fig-
ures 1 - 15, the label 10A of these views preferably
includes a strip of pressure sensitive filmmaterial having
a series of label sections positioned end-to-end along the
length of the label 10A. The label 10Amay be positioned
on a carrier strip 22 or other suitable device during print-
ing and may be removed from the carrier strip 22 and
wrapped around an elongate article 12 to be labeled. The
label 10A includes sections similar to that of the pre-
viously described label 10, including a first label section
14 configured to be marked or printed with indicia 15; a
second transparent label section 16; and a third label
section 180 configured to overlap the second section 16
during for example, an over-coating procedure. A portion
18A of the third label section 180 is separable from the
label 10A by way of an area of weakness, such as the
perforations 24 shown. The label 10A also preferably
includes a fourth, tab section 20. Each of the label sec-
tions, 14, 16, 180, 20, includes a top surface 26 and a
bottomsurface28,with at least one of the surfaces 26, 28
preferably including adhesive 30 thereon (see Figure
17B). As in the previous embodiment, and viewed in
Figure 18A, the fourth tab section 20 retains a portion
22A of the carrier strip 22 when the label 10A is removed
from the carrier strip 22. The third section 180 preferably
includes a top surface 26 having an adhesive resistant
coating, such as the silicone coating 32 shown (see
Figure 17B) to allow facile removal of the separable
portion 18A from the wrapped label 10 after the elongate
object 12 has been over-coated.With particular attention
to the view of Figure 16, it may be seen that the silicone
coating 32 of separable portion 18A of the third section
180 is discontinuous,wherein the top surface 26 includes
a silicone free zone 38. The silicone free zone 38 allows
further ease in attaching and securing the label 10A in
wrapped condition during coating, as will be discussed.
[0014] Figures 18A - 18B illustrate the label 10A in
place about an elongate article 12 and in condition for
an over-coating procedure. The method of using label
10A issimilar to that describedwith reference toFigures4
- 14, wherein the label 10A is printed on the first surface
26 of the first label portion 14, and the label 10A is
removed from the carrier strip 22, leaving a portion
22A of the carrier strip 22 attached to the fourth, tab
section 20. The printed label 10A is positioned around
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an elongate object 12 in the manner described in refer-
ence toFigures6A-7B,whereinfirst, printedsection14 is
positioned over the elongate article 12, with the second
label section 16 and third label section 180 completing
the wrap. The view of Figure 18B depicts the label 10A,
around an elongate article 12 and particularly illustrates
the silicone free zone 38 and the adhesive 30 on the third
section 180 connected at point of attachment E. Point of
attachment E provides stability to the label 10A during an
over-coating process and reduces the incidence of the
label 10A coming free before the over-coating process is
complete. After the elongate object 12 and the attached
label 10A have been over-coated, the fourth, non-sticky
tab section 20 is pulled as shown in Figure 10 and 11, in
the direction of arrowC, until the separable portion 18Aof
the third label section 180 is unwound exposing the
perforations 24. The separable portion 18A of the third
label section 180 is removed as illustrated in Figure 13.
[0015] Figure 19 illustrates another embodiment of a
label 10B according to the present invention. Similar to
the embodiments illustrated in Figures 1 - 18B, the label
10B includes a strip of pressure sensitive film material
having a series of label sections positioned end-to-end
along the length of the label 10B. The label 10B may be
positioned on a carrier strip 22 or other suitable device
during printing andmay be removed from the carrier strip
22 and wrapped around an elongate article 12 to be
labeled. As shown, and similar to the previously de-
scribed label, a first label section 14A is configured to
be marked or printed with indicia 15; a second transpar-
ent label section 16; and a third label section 18 arranged
to overlap the first and second sections 14A, 16 to cover
and protect the sections 14A, 16 during for example, an
over-coating procedure. The label 10B of this view illus-
trates varied relative sizes of the sections 14A, 16, and
18, wherein the first, printed section 14Amay be sized to
accommodate a preferred layout and amount of the
printing 15. As in previous embodiments, a portion 18A
of the third label section 18 is separable from the label
10A by way of perforations 24 and the label 10B further
preferably includes a fourth, tab section 20. Each of the
label sections, 14A, 16, 18, 20, preferably includes an
adhesive 30 thereon wherein the fourth tab section 20
retains a portion 22A of the carrier strip 22when the label
10B is removed from the carrier strip 22. As in the pre-
vious embodiments, the third section 18 further prefer-
ably includes a top surface 26 having an adhesive re-
sistant coating, such as the silicone coating 32 shown
(see Figure 17B) to allow facile removal of the separable
portion 18A from the wrapped label 10B after the elon-
gate object 12 has been over-coated.
[0016] Figures20 - 23 illustrateanother embodiment of
a label 10C according to the present invention wherein
the label 10C may be seen to have two portions 40, 42.
The label 10C is for use in conjunction with an elongate
article 12 having a large circumference that may also
require large indicia 15. The label 10C includes two strips
orportions40, 42ofpressuresensitive filmmaterial, each

having a series of label sections positioned end-to-end
along the length of the label 10C. The label 10C may be
positioned on a carrier strip 22 or other suitable device
during printing andmay be removed from the carrier strip
22 and wrapped around an elongate article 12 to be
labeled. As shown, and similar to previously described
labels, the first portion 40 includes a first label section 14
that is configured tobemarkedorprintedwith indicia15, a
second transparent label section 16, and a third label
section 18 is configured to overlap the first section 14
during for example, an over-coating procedure. The label
10C of this view illustrates a two part construction where-
in the first portion 40may be applied first, followed by the
second portion 42 which is configured to overlap the first
portion 40. The second portion 42 includes a mask sec-
tion 44 and a tab section 20. Each of the label sections,
14, 16, 18, 20, and 44 preferably includes an adhesive 30
thereonwherein the fourth tabsection20 retainsaportion
22A of the carrier strip 22 when the second portion 42 is
removed from the carrier strip 22. As in the previous
embodiments, the third section 18 further preferably in-
cludes a top surface 26 having an adhesive resistant
coating, such as the silicone coating 32 shown (see
Figure 17B) to allow facile removal of the mask section
46 from the wrapped label 10C after the elongate object
12 has been over-coated. The first and second portions
40, 42may further include registrationmarkings 46 to aid
in alignment during use, as will be discussed.
[0017] Figures 21 - 23 illustrate a method of using a
label 10C as shown in Figure 20. The label 10C first
portion 40 is first printed on the top surface 26 of the first
label section14with indicia15or othermarkings.Thefirst
portion 40 is provided with a second label section 16 and
a third label section 18. As mentioned, the third label
section 18 includes a silicone coating 32, while the sec-
tion label section 16 is preferably of a transparent, non-
silicone coated material. The first portion 40 is removed
from thecarrier strip 22and iswrappedabout anelongate
article 12, as is shown in Figure 21. In a next step, a
second portion 42 is provided. The second portion 42
includes a mask section 44 and the fourth tab section 20
having portion 22A adhered. The second portion 42 is
removed from the carrier strip 22 and registration mark-
ings 46 are aligned with the corresponding registration
markings 46 on the first portion 40. Alignment of the
portions 40, 42 ensures that the first label section 14
andprinted indicia 15are properly coveredandprotected
during over-coating. As shown in Figure 22, the second
portion 44 is wrapped about the elongate article 12 in the
direction of arrow F and over the first portion 40, as is
shown in Figure 23. The mask section 44 of the second
portion 42 overlays and protects the indicia 15 during the
previously described over-coating procedure. As in pre-
viously described embodiments, when the second por-
tion 42 is removed from the main carrier strip 22, precut
portion 22A is carried by the fourth, tab section 20 to
facilitate removal after over-coating. Next, the article 12
and label 10C are over-coating in a manner described
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with regard to Figure 9. After an over-coating step, the
fourth, non-sticky tab section 20 is pulled until the second
portion 42 is unwound and the first portion 40 is exposed.
As in theembodiment illustratedwith regard toFigures16
- 18A, the silicone free area, on this embodiment under-
stood to be label section 16, connects with the adhesive
30 on themask section 44 at point of attachment E. Point
of attachment E provides stability to the label 10C during
anover-coatingprocessand reduces the incidenceof the
label 10C coming free before the over-coating process is
complete.

Claims

1. Amethod of using a label (10) including the steps of:

providing an elongate article (12);
providing the label (10) having a first label sec-
tion (14), a second, transparent label section
(16), a third label section (18), and a fourth label
section (20), said first label section (14), said
second label section (16), said third label section
(18), and said fourth label section (20) each
including a top surface (26) and a bottom sur-
face (28), at least a portion of said bottom sur-
face (28) having an adhesive (30) thereon, at
least a portion of said top surface (26) of said
third label section (18) having an adhesive re-
sistant coating (32), said third label section (18)
further having a severable area of weakness
(24) dividing said third label section (18) into a
first portion and a second portion (18A);
providing a carrier strip (22), said carrier strip
(22) supporting said label (10) adjacent said
bottom surface (28);
applying an indicia (15) on said top surface (26)
of said first label section (14);
removing said label (10) from said carrier strip
(22)while retainingaportion (22A)of said carrier
strip (22) attached to said bottom surface (28) of
said fourth label section (20);
aligning said label (10) with said elongate article
(12);
wrapping said label (10) around said elongate
article (12) such that:

said third label section (18) is positioned
over said first label section (14) and said
second label section (16) such that said
second portion (18A) of said third label sec-
tion (18) overlays said indicia (15) on said
top surface (26) of said first label section
(14), and
said fourth label section (20) is positioned
over said third label section (18) such that
said fourth label section (20) overlays at
least a portion of said top surface (26) of

said third label section (18) and overlays
said adhesive resistant coating (32);

over-coating said label (10), thereby rendering
said indicia (15) illegible;
moving said fourth label section (20) away from
said third label section (18);
severing said second portion (18A) of said third
label section (18) along said area of weakness
(24); and
removing said second portion (18A) of said third
label section (18) from said label (10), thereby
restoring legibility of said indicia (15).

Patentansprüche

1. Ein Verfahren zur Verwendung eines Etiketts (10),
welches folgende Schritte umfasst:

Bereitstellen eines langgestreckten Artikels
(12);
Bereitstellen des Etiketts (10), welches einen
ersten Etikettenabschnitt (14), einen zweiten,
durchsichtigen Etikettenabschnitt (16), einen
drittenEtikettenabschnitt (18), undeinen vierten
Etikettenabschnitt (20), wobei der erste Etiket-
tenabschnitt (14), der zweite Etikettenabschnitt
(16), der dritte Etikettenabschnitt (18), und der
vierte Etikettenabschnitt (20) jeweils eine obere
Oberfläche (26) undeineuntereOberfläche (28)
aufweisen, wobei mindestens ein Teil der unte-
ren Oberfläche (28) mit einem Klebstoff (30)
darauf versehen ist, wobei mindestens ein Teil
der oberen Oberfläche (26) des dritten Etikette-
nabschnitts (18) eine klebstoffbeständige Be-
schichtung (32) aufweist, wobei der dritte Eti-
kettenabschnitt (18) weiter einen trennbaren
Schwachbereich (24) aufweist,welcher dendrit-
ten Etikettenabschnitt (18) in einen ersten Teil
und einen zweiten Teil (18A) trennt;
Bereitstellen einesTrägerbands (22), wobei das
Trägerband (22) das Etikett (10) neben der un-
teren Oberfläche (28) trägt;
Auftragen eines Vermerkens (15) auf der obe-
ren Oberfläche (26) des ersten Etikettenab-
schnitts (14);
Entfernen des Etiketts (10) vom Trägerband
(22), wobei ein Teil (22A) des Trägerbands
(22) gehalten wird, der an der unteren Ober-
fläche (28) des vierten Etikettenabschnitts
(20) befestigt ist;
Ausrichten des Etiketts (10) mit dem langge-
streckten Artikels (12);
Wickeln des Etiketts (10) um den langgestrick-
ten Artikels (12), so dass:

der dritte Etikettenabschnitt (18) oberhalb
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des ersten Etikettenabschnitts (14) und des
zweiten Etikettenabschnitts (16) positio-
niert ist, so dass der zweite Teil (18A) des
drittenEtikettenabschnitts (18) dasVermer-
ken (15) auf der oberenOberfläche (26) des
ersten Etikettenabschnitts (14) überlagert,
und
der vierte Etikettenabschnitt (20) oberhalb
des dritten Etikettenabschnitts (18) positio-
niert ist, so dass der vierte Etikettenab-
schnitt (20) mindestens einen Teil der obe-
renOberfläche (26) des dritten Etikettenab-
schnitt (18) überlagert und die klebstoffbe-
ständige Beschichtung (32) überlagert;

Beschichten desEtiketts (10), wodurch dasVer-
merken (15) unlesbar gemacht wird;
Bewegen des vierten Etikettenabschnitts (20)
weg von dem dritten Etikettenabschnitts (18);
Trennen des zweiten Teils (18A) des dritten
Etikettenabschnitts (18) entlang dem Schwach-
bereich (24); und
Entfernen des zweiten Teils (18A) des dritten
Etikettenabschnitts (18) vom Etikett (10), wo-
durch die Lesbarkeit des Vermerkens (15) wie-
derhergestellt wird.

Revendications

1. Unprocédéd’utilisation d’uneétiquette (10) compre-
nant les étapes suivantes :

le fait de fournir un article allongé (12) ;
le fait de fournir l’étiquette (10) ayant une pre-
mière partie d’étiquette (14), une deuxième par-
tie d’étiquette (16) transparente, une troisième
partie d’étiquette (18) et une quatrième partie
d’étiquette (20), la première partie d’étiquette
(14), la deuxième partie d’étiquette (16), la troi-
sième partie d’étiquette (18) et la quatrième
partie d’étiquette (20) comprenant chacune
une surface supérieure (26) et une surface in-
férieure (28), aumoins une portion de la surface
inférieure (28) ayant un adhésif (30) dessus, au
moins une portion de la surface supérieure (26)
de la troisième partie d’étiquette (18) ayant un
revêtement résistant aux adhésifs (32), la troi-
sième partie d’étiquette (18) ayant en outre une
zone fragile (24) séparable divisant la troisième
partie d’étiquette (18) enunepremière portion et
une seconde portion (18A) ;
le fait de fournir une bande support (22), la
bande support (22) supportant l’étiquette (10)
à proximité de la surface inférieure (28) ;
l’application de signes (15) sur la surface supé-
rieure (26) de la première partie d’étiquette (14) ;
le fait d’enlever l’étiquette (10) de la bande sup-

port (22) tout en retenant une portion (22A) de la
bande support (22) attachée à la surface infé-
rieure (28) de la quatrième partie d’étiquette
(20) ;
l’alignement de l’étiquette (10) avec l’article al-
longé (12) ;
l’enroulement de l’étiquette (10) autour de l’ar-
ticle allongé (12) si bien que :

la troisième partie d’étiquette (18) est posi-
tionnée au-dessus de la première partie
d’étiquette (14) et de la deuxième partie
d’étiquette (16) si bien que la deuxième
portion (18A) de la troisième partie d’éti-
quette (18) recouvre les signes (15) sur la
surface supérieure (26) de la quatrième
partie d’étiquette (14), et
la quatrième partie d’étiquette (20) est po-
sitionnée au-dessus de la troisième partie
d’étiquette (18) si bien que la quatrième
partie d’étiquette (20) recouvre au moins
une portion de la surface supérieure (26)
de la troisième partie d’étiquette (18) et
recouvre le revêtement résistant aux adhé-
sifs (32) ;

le recouvrementde l’étiquette (10), rendantainsi
les signes (15) illisibles ;
l’éloignement de la quatrième partie d’étiquette
(20) de la troisième partie d’étiquette (18) ;
la séparation de la seconde portion (18A) de la
troisième partie d’étiquette (18) le long de la
zone fragile (24) ; et
le fait d’enlever la seconde portion (18A) de la
troisième partie d’étiquette (18) de l’étiquette
(10), restaurant ainsi la lisibilité des signes (15).
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