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To all whom it may concern: Be it known that I, HugH. L. WILBER, a 
citizen of the United States, residing at. 
Kansas City, in the county of Jackson and 
State of Missouri, have invented certain new and useful Improvements in Roofing 
Material; and I do declare the following to 
be a full, clear, and exact description of the 
invention, such as will enable others skilled 
in the art to which it appertains to make 
and use the same, reference being had to the 
accompanying drawings, and to the letters 
and figures of reference marked thereon, 
which form apart of this specification. 
My invention relates to roofing material, 

and more particularly to shingles, roofing 
strips, or the like, wherein a fibrous body is 
employed and to which a coating of asphalt, 
tar or an equivalent compound is applied to 
render the body water and weather proof; 
the principal object of the invention being 
to provide roofing material of this charac 
ter wherein the coating compound is ap 
plied only to the exposed surface and is 
substantially keyed to the body to prevent 
its cracking or peeling therefrom, and to 
add strength and durability to the body 
strip. ? accomplishing this and other objects 
of the invention, I have provided improved 
which are illustrated in the accompanying 
drawing, wherein:- Figure I is a perspective view of a shin 
gle or roofing strip embodying the present 
invention; the coating compound being re 
moved from a portion of the strip to illus 
trate the perforated body. Fig. II is an enlarged sectional view of 
the same particularly illustrating the key ing of the coating compound to the body 
strip. Fig. III is a plan view of the under side 
of a portion of the strip showing the key 
heads. Referring more in detail to the draw 
ings:- 
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1 designates a sheet of roofing material 
constructed according to the present inven 
tion, comprising a body strip 2, of an ab 
sorbent fibrous material, such as rag or wool felt, or such paper products commonly 
known as straw board, chip board, flax board 
or any other fibrous material, to which is 
applied a mastic durable coating 3 of wa terproofing compound consisting of asphal 

tuum, tar, oran equivalent, which is appliedi 
when in a liquid state to the web to give 
the latter strength and to render it weather 
proof. 
In preparing the body strip, or web, 2, it 

is provided throughout its entire surface 
with closely spaced perforations 4 which 
are preferably arranged in staggered rows 
So as not to impair the strength of the strip, 
and are preferably of such size as to com 
prise about one-half of the area of the strip. The apertures are preferably punched from 
the material to leave the perforations en 
tirely open so that they may readily receive 
the coating compound. 

Before applying the surface coating 3 to 
the web the latter is first drawn through a liquid preservative compound so that not 
only the web surfaces become saturated, but 
the compound enters the perforations and 
effects almost instant saturation of the web. After being saturated by the preservative 
compound, the web is drawn between rollers 
where all the superfluous liquid is squeezed 
out and the web left ready to receive the 
outer coating 3. . ; The strip of fabric is then passed into a 
vat where the mastic coating is applied to 
the upper surface to waterproof the mate 
terial. This coating compound, consisting 
chiefly of asphalt, or tar, is applied when in 
a liquid state and is rolled or ironed over 
the surface of the web to produce a coating 
of uniform thickness and to press the ma terial into the apertures 4 to form the key 
members 5 and the key heads 6 which over 
lap the under surface of the web about the 
edges of the apertures and serve, after the 
coating material has become dry, to securely 
bind the coating compound and body web 
together. 
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Before the coating has become thoroughly 
dry, grit or sand 7 may be sifted over the 
surface and pressed thereinto to provide a 
more durable wearing surface for the ma 
terial. - Assuming that the material is prepared in 
this manner it will be seen that the coating 
is applied only to one side of the web, that 
being the side which is to be exposed to the 
weather, while the apertures in the web per 
mit a more thorough saturation and also provide means for substantially keying the 
coating to the web so that climatic condi 
tions will not cause cracking or peeling of 
the coating from the body. 
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It is also apparent that the key heads will 
effectively hold the outer coating to the 
body and that a coating of greater thick 
ness than is customary may be applied. It 

5 also is noted that the perforated body is 
Substantially strengthened by the keys so 
that a durable and substantial product is 
provided. . . 
Having thus described my invention, what 

10 I claim as new therein, and desire to secure 
by Letters-Patent, is:- 

Roofing material comprising a perforated 
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sheet of absorbent materia? Coated on one 
side only with a bituminous material, the 
said material projecting through perfora- 5 
tions in the sheet With the projecting por 
tions spread on the uncoated side of the 
sheet to form a plurality of individual keys 
whereby the covering material is bonded 
to the perforated, sheet, substantially as set 20 
forth. - 

In testimony whereof affix my signature. 

HUGH L. WILBER. 


