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ABSTRACT OF THE DISCLOSURE

A kitchen grip or implement for kitchen use is composed
of a water-resistant and stain proof material having temperature
control characteristics. Such a material forms the implement
from at least one sheet having a textured, recessed or irreqular
surface providing a non-slip contact surface while the opposite
surface of the sheet 1s composed of a close fabricated fabric
which i1s affixed to the sheet of non-slip contact surface
material. The fabric sheet may be a sheet of nylon/polyester
composition which is affixed to the non-slip contact surface
sheet which may be composed of a chloride rubber. The sheets
are die cut to the shape of a useful implement such as a hand
mitt, a trivet, a 1id holder or the like. A two-piece implement
such as a hand mitt requires that two sheets of the fabric and
chloride rubber composition be sewn together by means of a
zigzag lock stitch employing nylon thread. One surface of the
mitt may include a cross-cut textured recessed imprint providing
a non-slip or gripping contact surface while the opposite exposed
surface of the mitt may take the form of the smooth nylon/

polyester fabric.
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MULTIPURPOSE IMPLEMENT FOR KITCHEN USE

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

1. Field of the Invention

The present invention relates to multipurpose
kitchen implements for supporting, holding or gripping a

variety of hot or cold articles such as cooking pots, pans,

lids, handles or the like.

2. Brief Description of the Prior Art

In the past, it has been the conventional prac-
tice to employ cloth mitts and/or potholders for protect-
ing the hands of the user from burning when handling hot
articles in the kitchen such as cooking pots, pans or the
like. Also, fabric or other porous materials are currently
being used for supporting heated articles in order to pro-
tect a table or counter surface. Such conventional kitchen

implements are disclosed in U.S. Letters Patent 2,261,064:

3,535,708; 4,071,921 and 580,148.

Problems and difficulties have been encountered

when using such conventional kitchen implements which stem



CA 02325782 2000-11-10

largely from the fact that the articles are composed of
cloth and aré not water—repellant, stain resistant and
lack temperature control. The prior kitchen implements
permit liquids to penetrate straight through to the hand
or fingers of the user when used as a mitt or potholder;
Such penetration serves as a conductor for hot substances
and transmits the heat directly to the user's hands.
Furthermore, the ligquid or substance stains the material
and now must be treated and laundered. During the treat-
ment and laundering procedure, the soiled mitt or pot-
holder i1s out of service requiring the user to have backup
implements. Even after laundering, conventional mitts,

potholders and trivets remain permanently stained.

Therefore, a long-standing need has existed to
provide kitchen implements for protecting the hands and
fingers of a.cook or other person from injury due to
excessive hot or cold temperatures and to provide such
implements which are composed of water-repellant and stain
resistant materials. Also, 1t 1s preferred that such
implements are small and compact and are not.bulky,

unsightly or unsuitable for storage when not in use.
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SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

Accordingly, the above problems and difficulties

are avoided by the present invention which brovideé a
novel kitchen grip or impléméﬁt for kitchen use which
1s composed of a water—resistant and stainproof material
having temperature control chafacteristics. Such a mat-
erial forms the implement from a sheet having a textured,
recessed imprint on one surface providing a non-slip con-
tact surface while the Opposite surface of the Sheet 1S
composed of a close fabricated fabric which is affixed
to the sheet of textured, non-slip contact surface mat-
erial. The fabric sheet may be a sheet of nylon/polyester
composition which 1is affiked to the non=-slip contact sur-
face sheet which may be composed of a chloride rubber.
The sheets are then die cut to the shape of a,uséful
implement such as a hand mitt, a trivet, a lid holder or
the like. A two-plece implgment such as a hand mitt
requires that two pileces of the fabric and chloride
rubber sheets be sewn together by means of a zigzag

lock stitch employing nylon thread. Therefore, one
surface of the mitt may include a cross-cut texture@
recessed imprint providing a non-slip Or grippihg con-
tact surface while the opposite exposed surface 6f the
mitt may take the form of the smooth nylon/polyester

fabric. The gripping or chloride rubber neoprene sheet

“13_
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serves as a very efficient hot and cold temperature
insulator for the user's hands and fingers and the sur-
face of the chloride rubber neoprene sheet resists
impregnation by stains and other damagiﬁg compositions

and such surface 1is easiiy washed when rinsed under water.
Also, 1t 1s noted that thé sheet of nylon polyester fabric
is water and stain resistant as well which characteristics
are greatly augmented when attached or carried on the

sheet 0of chloride rubber neoprene.

Therefore, i1t 1s among the primary objects of the
present invention to provide a novel kitchen implement
which may take the form of a potholder, trivet or mitt
which has a composition characterized as being water-repel-
lant, stain resistant and which includes temperature control

characteristics for the protection of the user.

Another object of the present invention is to pro-
vide such kitchen implements which are intended to work
with cast iron, aluminum, stainless steel or plastic mico-
wave cookware and which is intended to be used with hot

articles or articles subject to sub-zero or refrigerator

freezer temperatures.
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Still a further object of the present invention 1s
to provide a multipurpose kitchen implement which 1s com-
posed of a sheet of flexible material having a surface
which is smooth composed of a layer of nyloﬁ/polyester
fabric affixed to a layer of chlofiae rubber neoprene
which may then be die cut to the shape of a desired imple-
ment resulting in a one or two-piece implement that 1is
water-resistant and protects the hands and fingers of the

user from hot and cold liguids or surface contacts.

Still a further object of the present invention 1is
to provide a novel multipurpose kitchen implement that
includes material which is water-repellant and stainproof
and which further provides temperature control and protec-
tion for the user and which provides a positive gripping
contact allowing the user to securely grasp either hot
articles or frozen articles without fear of the article

slipping from their hand.

A further object resides in providing a potholder,
hot pad or other kitchen implement which includes a sur-
face having a high coefficient of frictioh sO as to pro-
vide a positive gripping action by a person holding a hot

of cold item with the implement.
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BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

The features of the present invention which are
believed to be novel are set forth with particularity in
the appended claims. The present invention, both as to
its organization and manner of operation, together with
further objects and advantages thereof, may best be
understood with reference to the following description,
taken in connection with the accompanying drawings in

which:

FIGURE 1 1s a perspective view showing a kitchen
implement taking the form of a hand mitt incorporating

the present invention;

FIGURE 2 1s a top plan view of the mitt shown in

FIGURE 1:

FIGURE 3 1s an enlarged cross-sectional view of

the oven mitt shown in FIGURE 2 as taken in the direction

of arrows 3-3 thereof;

FIGURE 4 1s a greatly enlarged view of the non-
slip or gripping surface exposed on one side of the mitt
demonstrated in FIGURES 1 and 2;

_6.....
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FIGURE 5 1s a top elevational view of another ver-

sion of the present invention illustrating a flat opening
leading into the interior of a mitt incorporating the pres-

ent invention:

FIGURE 6 1s a reverse view of the mitt shown in

FIGURE 5;

FIGURE 7 1is a fragmentary cross-sectional view of

the mitt shown in FIGURE 5 taken in the direction of

arrows 7-7 thereof;

FIGURE 8 1s a perspective view of another version
of the invention illustrating the use of the inventive

kitchen implement as a trivet or tabletop protector;

FIGURE 9 1s a perspective view of still a further
embodiment of the present invention showing the kitchen
implement as a hand-held holder for detachably connecting

with a scrub pad or the like;

FIGURE 10 1s a perspective view of still another
embodiment Oof the invention illustrating a kitchen imple-

ment as a holder or grippihg member for grasping handles

on a pot 1lid or the like;
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FIGURE 11 is still a further embodiment of another
version of the present invention i1llustrating a kitchen
implement as a sleeve 1ntended to insertably receive the

handle of a pan; and

FIGURE 12 is a reduced side elevational view, partly
in section, showing the holder illustrated in FIGURE 10

attached to a scrub pad or the like.
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DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED EMBODIMENTS

Referring to FIGURE 1, an example of a novel kitchen
implement or aid is illustrated in the general direction
of arrow 10 which takes the form of a mitt intendéd to be
worn when handling extremely hot or cold articles. The
mitt 10 includes a top sheet 11 and an under or opposite
sheet 12 wherein the sheet 11 includes an irregular sur-
face and is intended to correspond with the palm of the
user when the mitt is on the right hand. The top and
bottom sheets 11 and 12 are each composed of a sheet or
layer of nylon/polyester fabric 13 and 13' and a layer of
a chloride rubber "neoprene" composition identified by
numerals 14 and 14'. The layers ére sultable affixed to
one another to provide each of the respective sheets 1in
accordanceé with conventional practice. When the sheets
are die cut to a particular shape such as that of a hand
mitt, thé two die-cut sections comprising a top and bottom
section have their peripheral edges attached together such
as by a zigzag stitch represehting a lock stitch as shown
by numeral 15. The zigzag sewing compresses the peripheral
edge marginal regions of the respective sheets soO as to

create a water-resistant seam to protect the hands 0f the

wearer from hot and cold liquids.
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Of most importance 1s thHe fact that each of the
respective sheets 11 and 12 are provided with an irreg-
ular surface such as the waffle surface i1indicated by
numeral 16. In FIGURE 1, the irregular surface 16 1is on
the exterior of the mitt so that the user can grasp a
utensil with the irregular surface. However, the mitt
illustrates the irregular surface in connection with
sheet 12 as being on the inside of the mitt. Therefore,
the user has the option of gripping a kitchen utensil by
using the irregular surface 16 or by reversing the mitt
on his or her hand so that the palm of the hand bears
against the interior irregular surface of the sheet 12.
In this way, greater utility of usage 1s provided when
only one exterior surface 1s irregular while the opposite

surface i1s smooth.

Referring now to FIGURE 2, the mitt 10 haé been
flipped over from the position shown in FIGURE 1 so that
layer 12 is on top. Layer 12 is partially broken away to
jllustrate that the interior of the mitt includes a smooth
surface 13 on the fabric layer of sheet 11. Therefore, it
is again emphasized that an irregular or gripping surface
is provided on the inside of the glove when used in one
way and the irregular or.gripping surface is on the exterior

of the glove or mitt when used for another purpose. It can

-10-
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be seen that the die-cut sheets of material include an
outwardly projecting portion 17 for insertably receiving
the thumb of the user while a rounded frontal portion 18
of the mitt is employed for insertably receiving the

fingers of the user.

Referring now in detail to FIGURE 3, 1t can be seen
that surface 16 is irregular on sheet 11 and that the irreg-
ular surface is exterior. The exterior surface on sheet 13"
is smooth with respect to sheet 12. The surface 16' carried
on layer 14' is irregular and waffled so that the hand of
the user is immediately adjaCent to the irregqular surface

when it i1s desired to grasp an article with the smooth sur-

face 13°'.

Referring now in detail to FIGURE 4, it can be seen
that the irregular surface 16 of laver 14 carried on layer
13 of sheet 11 is irregular and may take any suiltable irreg-
ular configuration such as the presence of ribs, recesses,

depressions, crosshatching or the like.

Referring now in detail to FIGURE 5, another embodi -
ment of the present invention is illustrated in the general
direction of arrow 10 wherein'the mitt has been modified at
its entrance into the interior by providing a pair of flaps

such as flap 21 in FIGURE 5 and flap 22 in FIGURE 6. By

-1~
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providing the flaps and by‘affixing the corner of the flap
to the respective sheet, the flaps remain folded so as to
provide an easy entrance or access into the interior of the
mitt. The affixing of the flap may be done by a suitable
stitch 23 or 24 and the mitt may be further modified by
providing a loop 25 suitable for hanging the mitt on a

hook or other support when not in use. Also, it is to be
noted that mitt 20 in FIGURES 5 and 6 provides external
surfaces on both sides with the irregular waffling and

the irregular surfaces are represented by numeral 26 on:
one side and numeral 27 on the opposite side. Lock stitch-
ing 28 is identical to the compression stitch shown 1n pre-

vious FIGURES and represented by numeral 15.

FIGURE 7 1llustrates the exterior exposure for the

surfaces 26 and 27 respectively and that the interior sur-
faces are arranged in opposing relationship with respect to
one another and that these surfaces are smooth. A gap
exists between the respective sheets, 1dentified by
numerals 30 and 31, so that the user may readily insert

his hand between the flaps 21 and 22 into the interior of

a mitt.

Referring now in detail to FIGURE 8, anothef embodi-
ment of the invention is illustrated wherein a single sheet

is employed as a trivet or hot or cold pad and 1s illustrated

-12-
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in the general direction of arrow 35. The single sheet
includes a nylon/polyester fabric 36 and the chloride
rubber sheet 37. The underside of the article 1is indi-
cated by numeral 38 ahd 1s 0of an irregqular surface so as
to provide a suitable grip against any surface on which
it is placed. The irregularity of the surface may take

the form of waffling, ribs, depressions or the like.

Referring now to FIGURE 9, another embodiment .s
illustraﬁed in which a poﬁéh 1s indicated in the direction
of arrow 40 which includes a pair of sheets 41 and 42
wherein the sheets are as of previously described compos -
itions and having edge marginal regions joined-by a lock
stitch 43. A cavity is provided between the opposing sur-
faces of the sheets, as indicated by numeral 44, into
which the user's hand may be'inserted. A feature of the
pouch 40 resides in placing an attachment component 44
on the exterior surface of the sheet 42 which may be of a
hook and pile fastener type. Preferably, the attachment
means 44 is of a hook component so that it may be readily
detachably connected to a scrubbing article such as a
scrub pad or the like. Such an article is illustrated in
FIGURE 12 by numeral 46 with the pad 40 and sheet 42. The
attachment component 44 will readily connect or disconnect '

the scrub pad 46 with the finger pouch 40.

-13-~
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Referring now to FIGURE 10, still another embodiment
of the invention is illustrated in the general direction of
arrow 50 taking the form of a hand-held sheet which is pre-
folded to present an apex 51 with ribs 52, 53, 54 and 55
between which are situated depressions such as depression
56. The user grasps the respective depressions between
the ribs with the fingers o0f one hand and the interior of
the cup—-like sheet 50 1s used to be placed over a lid handle
or pot handle. It 1s to be particularly noted that the
external surface of the sheet is smooth while the internal
or cavity side surface of the sheet, as represented by num-
eral 57, is roughened or of an irregular configuration as

previously described with respect to other embodiments.

Referring now to FIGURE 11, still another embodiment
is illustrated in the general direction of arrow 60 which
forms a sleeve by taking a sheet of the double layered
material and folding the sheet over to provide a single
fold 61 so that the peripheral edges when placed together
may be sewn together by a euitable lock stitch 62. However,
the end of the sleeve 1s maintained open to provide for
insertion of a pot handle or the like into the interior
63 of the sleeve. The potholder is indicated by numeral
64 and a side of the sleeve is broken away to show that the

interior of the sleeve is of an irregular surface 65.

-14-
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Therefore, once the handle 64 is inside the sleeve, the
user may grip the exterior surface of the sleeve so that
the irregular gripping surface of the interior may come

into contact with the handle 64.

In view of the foregoing, it can be seen that the
multipurpose implement for kitchen use incorporating the
present invention provides a water-resistant, stain resist-
ant and temperature controlling non-slip interiér or
exterior surface grip for héndiing hot or cold articles.
The gripping surface is provided by a chlofide rubber
neoprene material and also pfovides a cushion for comfort-
ably and conveniently‘héndling pots, cooking utensils or

the like. A ‘'sheet of nylon/polyester fabric is affixed

to a sheet of ¢hloride rubber by’ any suitable means and

is then die cut to the shape of a particﬁlar implement
such as a hand mitt. The two pieces or sheets consisting
of a top die-cut section and a bottom die-cut section

have their peripheral edges attached either by means of
sonic welding or by means of a zigzag lock stitchcaﬁd with
nYlon thread. The zigzég stitching compression of the mat-
erial creates a water-resistant seam to protect the'hands
of the wearer from liquids. The chloride rubber,surface
providing a noh—slip grip is manufactured with a cross-
cut textured recessed imprint providing the non-slip con-

tact surface. The chloride rubber neoprene acts as an

-15-
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efficient hot and cold temperature insulator for protection'
of the user's hands and the chloride rubber surface resists
becoming impregnated with stains and washes clean when

rinsed under water.

By using the present invention, the kitchen article
or implement provides water-repellant characteristics so
that water, ligquids or molsture cannot interfere with the
grip action. Even 1f the sheets or layers become wet, the
product may be used without waiting to dry since the mat-
erial repels water, liquids ahd molsture. Also, the invent-
ive implements can be used in both hot and cold temperatures
and can be used with kitchen cookware composed of cast iron,

aluminum, stainless steel or plastic microwaveable cookware.

It can be employed with all kitchen appliances including
stove tops, ovens, microwaves, dishwashers, refrigerators
and even sub-zero or refrigerator freezers. The inventive
implements employ unique fabric which 1s designed to repel
liquids rather than absorb them as with ail other cloth
mitts and potholders. If fluids or sauces come into con-
tact with the inventive implements, the implements may be
rinsed under water with no waiting to dry and are available

for immediate usage.

-16-
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While particular embodiments of the present inven-
tion have been shown and described, it will be obvious
to those skilled in the art that changes and modifica-
tions may be made without departing from this invention
in its broader aspects and, therefore, the aim in the
appended claims is to cover all such changes and modifi-

cations as fall within the true spirit and scope of this

invention.

-17-
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What is claimed 1s:

1. A kitchen implement comprising:

a pair of sheets having identical configurations and residing next to each other so as to

provide common edge marginal regions about a common and coextensive periphery;

said sheets having a central cavity with an entrance for insertably accepting the hand of a

user between said sheets:

said sheets having opposing surfaces with at least one of said surfaces being of a

irregular, frictional gripping surface;

said sheets being characterized as heat and cold temperature resistant and stain resistant;

stitching about said edge marginal region with a termination of said stitching defining

said entrance;

said sheets each include a layer of compressible material and cooperates with said
stitching upon compressing to provide a water resistant lock stitch securing said edge

marginal regions together;

each of said sheets including a nylon/polyester fabric layer affixed to a chloride rubber

neoprene layer;

said chloride rubber neoprene layer being compressible and in cooperation with said

stitching provides a water resistant seam; and

said stitching being a zig-zag stitch.
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2. The kitchen implement defined in claim 1 wherein:

each of said sheets further includes an integral folded-back flap normally biasing said

entrance to an open condition; and

securement means for atfixing said flaps to said sheets.

3. The kitchen implement defined in claim 1 including:

said attachment means about said common edge marginal region selected from a group

consisting of sonic welding, stitching or adhesive.

4. A kitchen implement comprising:

a pair of sheets having identical configurations and residing next to each other so as to

provide common edge marginal regions about a common and coextensive periphery;

said sheets having a central cavity with an entrance for insertably accepting the hand of a

user between said sheets;

satd sheets having opposing surfaces with at least one of said surfaces being of an

irregular, frictional gripping surface;

said sheets being characterized as heat and cold temperature resistant and stain resistant;

stitching about said edge marginal region with a termination of said stitching defining

said entrance;

said sheets each include a layer of compressible material and cooperates with said

stitching upon compressing to provide a water resistant lock stitch securing said edge
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marginal regions together;

each of said sheets further includes an integral folded-back flap normally biasing said

entrance to an open condition; and
securement means for affixing said flaps to said sheets.
5. The kitchen implement defined in claim 4 including:

a loop attached to said sheets adjacent to said flaps for removably supporting said sheets

from a support member.
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